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The 45th President The Second Impeachment

‘It’s sad, it’s disgusting, it'’s sad.
BRIAN MAST, Republican congressman from Florida

Outrage and Anxiety
As the Capitol Comes
Under Armed Guard

By EMILY COCHRANE

WASHINGTON — They slept
on the marble floors, lined up for
coffee in the 24-hour snack bar
and marveled at the marble like-
nesses of the nation’s founders in
the Rotunda and Statuary Hall.
They snapped photos with their
phones, ate pizza and sometimes
played cards, their M4 carbines
at their sides.

Throngs of armed, camou-
flage fatigue-clad members of
the National Guard ringed the
Capitol and lined its halls on
Wednesday, weapons, helmets
and backpacks stacked seem-
ingly in every corner. The heav-
ily militarized presence pro-
vided a jarring and sobering
backdrop to the House chamber
as lawmakers moved to impeach
a sitting American president for
inciting an insurrection on the
nation’s Capitol.

It evoked reminders of the ri-
oters who just one week earlier
had stormed the complex as its
terrified occupants took shelter
inside the barricaded House
chamber and secure locations
across the Capitol — and the re-
criminations that remained
ahead of President-elect Joseph
R. Biden Jr’s inauguration.

“It doesn’t belong here,” Rep-
resentative Elaine Luria, Demo-
crat of Virginia and a veteran
who served 20 years in the Navy,
said of the military presence in
the building. “It is something
that is out of place.”

“I hate the idea that we’re go-
ing to change in a way, be harder
more difficult or more cumber-
some for people to come enjoy
the historic monument that this
is because of what happened last
week,” she added.

Much like the lawmakers,
aides and reporters who were
still exchanging accounts of
where they were during the
siege of pro-Trump supporters,
Capitol Hill on Wednesday ap-
peared to be torn between nurs-
ing the open wounds left by
deadly riots and the need to lay
the groundwork for healing un-
der a new administration.

Capitol workers feverishly
worked in recent days to com-
plete preparations for the Jan. 20
inauguration — hanging blue
curtains over the entrance to the
Rotunda and brushing dust off
the statues — among reminders
of the violence. Window panes
remained splintered and
cracked in parts of the Capitol
and two holes were left over the
entry to the office of Speaker
Nancy Pelosi of California after
rioters stole the speaker’s em-
bossed wood plaque.

Freshmen lawmakers deliv-
ered their maiden floor speeches
on the merits of charging Presi-
dent Trump with high crimes
and misdemeanors for inciting
an insurrection. After a majority
of the House voted to impeach
Mr. Trump, Ms. Pelosi spoke
from the same lectern that a pro-
Trump supporter had been pho-
tographed gleefully hauling
across the Capitol.

“I don’t have enough adjec-
tives to describe how disgusted I
am with what happened and the
point that we’re at — it’s sad, it’s
disgusting, it’s sad,” said Repre-
sentative Brian Mast, Republi-
can of Florida. An Army veteran
who lost his legs while serving in
Afghanistan, he gave tours of the
Rotunda to members of the
Guard as a way of showing grati-
tude for their service. (Mr. Mast
also voted to overturn the results
in both Arizona and Pennsylva-
nia. He was not among the 10 Re-
publicans who voted to impeach

John Ismay and Luke Broadwa-
ter contributed reporting.

Mr. Trump.)

Some lawmakers lamented
the threat that made the mili-
tary’s presence necessary, with
many Democrats irate about the
role they said their Republican
colleagues had played in whip-
ping up the rage of the mob that
assaulted the Capitol, putting
lawmakers’ lives in danger.

“It should not and will not be
tolerated,” Representative Ha-
keem Jeffries, Democrat of New
York, told reporters. “And that’s
why extraordinary security
measures have been taken.”

In response in part to con-
cerns about Republicans bring-
ing guns to the House floor, new
magnetometers have been in-
stalled outside the doors to the
chamber, a new security meas-
ure that was challenging for sev-
eral lawmakers. Typically al-
lowed to bypass the magnetome-
ters at the entrances to the build-
ing, several Republicans made a
point of pushing past police offi-
cers despite setting off the
alarm.

“You’re taking valuable re-
sources completely away from
where it needs to be without any
consultation, and you guys did it
without any consultation from
the minority,” Representative
Rodney Davis of Illinois, the top
Republican on the House Admin-
istration Committee, seethed to
Representative Steny H. Hoyer
of Maryland, the majority leader,
on Tuesday. With multiple peo-
ple testing positive for the co-
ronavirus after sheltering in a
room with maskless Republi-
cans, Democrats also enforced a
fine system for refusing to wear
a mask on the chamber floor.

On Wednesday, Ms. Pelosi
said that the House would vote
this month on a rule change that
would enforce a fine system for
refusing to adhere to the new se-
curity  protocols, deducting
$5,000 and $10,000 from member
pay for the first and second of-
fenses.

“What we’re dealing with now
is combating an insurrection, so
I feel like everything upside
down,” said Representative Col-
in Allred, Democrat of Texas,
who recalled whipping off his
jacket on the House floor and
preparing to defend his col-
leagues against the rioters. “To
see National Guardsmen sleep-
ing in the halls, to have the nec-
essary protection of having met-
al detectors put up to go onto the
House floor — I know the word
‘unprecedented’ is used a lot, but
this is unprecedented. And it’s
also so sad, just so sad.”

“It’s intended to be open,” Mr.
Allred added of the Capitol. “It’s
a museum, it’s a place where or-
dinary Americans should feel
like they can come and watch the
government work.”

While it houses both artifacts
of American history and the
holders of the highest offices of
American democracy, the Capi-
tol complex is in ordinary times
an accessible fortress. But with
tourists banned as a way to stop
the spread of the coronavirus,
the presence of hundreds of
armed soldiers was even more
disconcerting after months of
near-empty hallways.

Several of the soldiers craning
their necks to look at the paint-
ings and sculptures etched into
the ceiling of the Rotunda said
they had never been to the Capi-
tol, even as tourists. Their col-
leagues in another room could be
seen dozing next to a plaque
commemorating troops who
were quartered in the Capitol in
1861, in Statuary Hall, and a
small group of soldiers posed for
a photo with the statue of Rosa
Parks.
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Flowers on the Capitol grounds. Washington has taken on a
somber mood in the days before the inauguration.

Trump Becomes the First President
To Face a Second Impeachment Trial
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offered reminders of the rampage
that gave rise to the impeach-
ment, as thousands of armed
members of the National Guard in
camouflage fatigues surrounded
the complex and snaked through
its halls, stacking their helmets,
backpacks and weapons wherev-
er they went. Their presence gave
the proceedings a wartime feel,
and evoked images of the 1860s,
when the Union Army had quar-
tered in the building.

A week of trauma and delibera-
tion left lawmakers sparring not
just over impeachment, but also
over facial coverings mandated
because of the coronavirus and
newly installed metal detectors
outside the House chamber meant
to stop lawmakers from bringing
guns onto the floor. Some Republi-
cans darted past the machines
without stopping, setting the
alarms wailing. Several Demo-
crats said they had concerns — so
far unsubstantiated — that far-
right colleagues might have
played a role in facilitating the at-
tack, and they requested an inves-
tigation.

Dozens of others stayed away
from the Capitol on the momen-
tous day, fearful of exposing col-
leagues or themselves to the virus
and of lingering security threats,
instead casting their votes re-
motely by proxy.

The House’s action set the stage
for the second Senate trial of the
president in a year. The precise
timing of that proceeding re-
mained in doubt, though, as sena-
tors appeared unlikely to convene
to sit in judgment before Jan. 20,
when Mr. Biden will take the oath
of office and Mr. Trump will be-
come a former president.

The last proceeding was a parti-
san affair. But this time, Senator
Mitch McConnell, Republican of
Kentucky and the majority leader,
was said to support the effort as a

Emily Cochrane and Luke Broad-
water contributed reporting from
Washington, and Maggie Ha-
berman from New York.

means of purging his party of Mr.
Trump, setting up a political and
constitutional showdown that
could shape the course of Ameri-
can politics.

If a Senate trial resulted in Mr.
Trump’s conviction, it held out the
prospect, tantalizing for Demo-
crats and many Republicans alike,
of barring him from ever holding
office again.

In a measured statement after
the vote, Mr. Biden called for the
nation to come together after an
“unprecedented assault on our de-
mocracy” He was staring down
the likelihood that the trial would
complicate his first days in office,
and said he hoped Senate leader-
ship would “find a way to deal with
their constitutional responsibil-
ities on impeachment while also
working on the other urgent busi-
ness of this nation.” That work in-
cluded cabinet nominations and
confronting the coronavirus cri-
sis.

In the House, Democrats and
Republicans who supported his
ouster made no attempt to hide
their fury at Mr. Trump, who was
said to have enjoyed watching the
attack play out on television as
lawmakers pleaded for help. Re-
publicans harangued members of
their own party for supporting his
mendacious campaign to claim
election victory.

Returning to the same chamber
where many of them donned gas
masks and hid under chairs amid
gunfire one week ago — as rioters
carrying zip ties and chanting
“hang Pence” and “where’s
Nancy” overtook the police —
lawmakers issued stinging indict-
ments of the president and his
party.

“They may have been hunting
for Pence and Pelosi to stage their
coup,” said Representative Jamie
Raskin of Maryland, the lead im-
peachment prosecutor, “but every
one of us in this room right now
could have died.”

At least five people did die dur-
ing the attack, including an officer
and amember of the mob who was
shot outside the chamber door.

Lawmakers said the threat
from Mr. Trump had not subsided.
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Jim Jordan, above, accused
Democrats of being obsessed
with President Trump, but
Kevin McCarthy, top, said the
president deserved blame.

“He is capable of starting a civil
war,” said Representative Maxine
Waters of California, a veteran lib-
eral.

After four years of nearly un-
questioning alliance with him, few
Republicans defended Mr.
Trump’s actions outright. Those
who did resorted to a familiar set
of false equivalencies, pointing to
racial justice protests last sum-
mer that turned violent and accu-
sations that Democrats had mis-

treated the president and were
trying to stifle the 74 million
Americans who voted for him.

“It’s always been about getting
the president, no matter what,”
Representative Jim Jordan, Re-
publican of Ohio, shot across the
room at Democrats. “It’s an obses-
sion — an obsession that has now
broadened. It’s not just about im-
peachment anymore, it’s about
canceling, as I’ve said. Canceling
the president and anyone that dis-
agrees with them.”

Overhanging the proceedings
was the deadly coronavirus pan-
demic, which is killing more than
3,000 Americans a day. A handful
of lawmakers were infected after
the chaotic evacuation of the Capi-
tol, as many Republicans had re-
fused to wear masks in the secure
rooms where lawmakers in both
parties had huddled for safety.

Far from contrite, Mr. Trump in-
sisted in the run-up to the vote
that his words to loyalists swarm-
ing Washington last week had
been appropriate. In the days
since, he has repeated bogus lies
that the election was stolen from
him. He also denounced impeach-
ment as part of the yearslong
“witch hunt” against him, but had
taken no apparent steps to put to-
gether a legal team to defend him
when he stands trial.

Not long after the vote on
Wednesday, Mr. Trump released a
video condemning the violence
and urging his followers to avoid a
repeat in “the coming days both
here in Washington and across the
country” as federal authorities
warned of a nationwide wave of vi-
olence surrounding Mr. Biden’s in-
auguration. But the president did
not mention his own role in insti-
gating the violence or apologize,
nor did he concede or mention Mr.
Biden’s name.

Mr. Trump recorded the video
under pressure from aides, who
have warned him that he faces po-
tential legal exposure for the riot,
which took place after a speech in
which he urged supporters to
“fight” the election results.

It also came after Mr. McCon-
nell had released a note to Repub-
lican senators in which he did not

deny that he backed the impeach-
ment push. The leader said that he
had “not made a final decision on
how I will vote, and I intend to lis-
ten to the legal arguments when
they are presented to the Senate.”

Mr. McConnell also issued a
separate statement in which he
rejected a plea by Democrats to
begin the proceeding immedi-
ately. After the House vote, he said
there was “simply no chance that
a fair or serious trial could con-
clude” before the inauguration.

“I believe it will best serve our
nation if Congress and the execu-
tive branch spend the next seven
days completely focused on facili-
tating a safe inauguration and an
orderly transfer of power to the in-
coming Biden administration,”
Mr. McConnell said.

The statement did not mention
the merits of the case, but pri-
vately, the Senate Republican
leader was seething at Mr. Trump
— whom he has sworn he will not
speak to again — and is said to be-
lieve the president committed im-
peachable offenses. It would most
likely take 17 Republicans joining
Democrats to convict Mr. Trump,
an exceedingly high bar.

Mr. McConnell’s anger was
shared by some Republicans in
the House, most prominently Rep-
resentative Liz Cheney of Wyo-
ming, the chairwoman of the
House Republican Conference
and scion of a storied political
family.

The other Republicans who
voted to impeach Mr. Trump were
Representatives Jaime Herrera
Beutler of Washington, John
Katko of New York, Adam
Kinzinger of Illinois, Fred Upton
of Michigan, Dan Newhouse of
Washington, Peter Meijer of
Michigan, Anthony Gonzalez of
Ohio, David Valadao of California
and Tom Rice of South Carolina.

Trump condemns the
violence, belatedly,
but doesn’t apologize.

Together, they issued some of the
sharpest condemnations of the
president, defying the prevailing
view of their party.

“I’m not afraid of losing my job,
but I am afraid that my country
will fail” Ms. Herrera Beutler
said. “I'm afraid patriots to this
country have died in vain. I'm
afraid my children won’t grow up
in a free country. I'm afraid injus-
tice will prevail”

A dozen or so other Republicans
indicated they might have sup-
ported impeachment if Mr. Trump
were not on the brink of leaving of-
fice or if Democrats had slowed
the process down.

Mr. McCarthy, who had pri-

ERIN SCHAFF/THE NEW YORK TIMES

vately mused about calling on Mr.
Trump to resign after years of ea-
gerly defending him, spoke out
against a “snap impeachment,”
warning that it would “further fan
the flames of partisan division.”
But he also batted down false sug-
gestions from some of his col-
leagues that Antifa had actually
been responsible for the siege, not
supporters of Mr. Trump.

Mr. McCarthy proposed censur-
ing the president instead of im-
peaching him.

But there were strong signs of
support for Mr. Trump as well, de-
spite the fact that he has lost his
party the House, the Senate and
the White House in the course of
two years. Far-right Republicans
immediately started a campaign
to oust Ms. Cheney from her lead-
ership post, which she said she
would not relinquish.

While Ms. Cheney had released
a statement on Tuesday announc-
ing her intention to impeach Mr.
Trump and denouncing him in
scathing terms, she chose not to
speak during the impeachment
debate on Wednesday. Democrat
after Democrat quoted her any-
way — despite the party’s long-
standing antipathy for Ms. Che-
ney and her father, Dick Cheney,
the former vice president — effec-
tively arguing that her backing
signified a broad consensus that
the president must go.

“As Liz Cheney was saying,
there has never been a greater be-

ERIN SCHAFF/THE NEW YORK TIMES

With members of the National
Guard stationed in the Capi-
tol’'s visitor center, Washington
was in the grips of an impeach-
ment vote, inauguration prepa-
rations and a pandemic. Left,
Nancy Pelosi and the Demo-
cratic impeachment managers
applauded Representative
Jamie Raskin of Maryland.

trayal by a president of the United
States of his office and his oath to
the Constitution. Don’t dismiss
that,” said Representative Steny
H. Hoyer, Democrat of Maryland
and the majority leader. “As she
has taken a stand, I hope others
will as well.”

The vote came a little more than
ayear after the House impeached
Mr. Trump for trying to use the
levers of power to pressure the
leader of Ukraine into smearing
Mr. Biden, then his leading rival
for the looming 2020 election. Re-
publicans unanimously opposed
the charges then, but the themes
at the center of the impeachment
and subsequent trial were ulti-
mately the same on Wednesday:
Mr. Trump’s willingness to put
himself above the nation he swore
an oath to lead and abuse his
power in pursuit of retaining it.

The House’s case was narrow,
laid out in a four-page impeach-
ment article that charged the
president “threatened the integri-
ty of the democratic system, inter-
fered with the peaceful transition
of power, and imperiled a coequal
branch of government.”

Specifically, it said he sowed
false claims about election fraud,
pressured Georgia election offi-
cials to “find” him enough votes to
overturn the results and then en-
couraged a crowd of his most loyal
supporters to gather in Washing-
ton and confront Congress.

The article referred to the 14th
Amendment, passed after the Civ-
il War, which prohibits any office-
holder involved in “insurrection
or rebellion” from holding official
office. It also quoted Mr. Trump’s
own words at the rally a week ago,
when he told supporters, “If you
don’t fight like hell, you’re not go-
ing to have a country anymore.”

This time, there were no wit-
ness interviews, no hearings, no
committee debates and no real ad-
ditional fact finding beyond the
public record and the plain facts of
the brutal attack and Mr. Trump’s
words.

Excerpts and Comments
From Wednesday’s Debate

The House adopted an article of impeachment that accuses Pres-
ident Trump of “incitement of insurrection,” and 10 Republicans
supported the move. Here are excerpts from Wednesday’s de-
bate, and from the live chat held by Times reporters.

Speaker Nancy Pelosi Democrat of California

‘The President of the United States incited this insurrection, this
armed rebellion, against our common country. He must go. He is
a clear and present danger to the nation that we all love.

‘The president must be impeached and I believe the president
must be convicted by the Senate, a constitutional remedy that
will ensure that the republic will be safe from this man who is so
resolutely determined to tear down the things that we hold dear
and that hold us together. It gives me no pleasure to say this. It
breaks my heart’

Carl Hulse
Chief Washington
correspondent

Ms Pelosi has had a very contentious rela-
tionship with President Trump from their very
first meeting at the White House. She just
referred to last week’s events as a “day of
fire.”

Speaker Pelosi just said this isn’t partisan
and she is right in one respect as I've already
mentioned — it is personal. Lawmakers
believe President Trump instigated an attack
not just on the legislative branch, but on
them personally.

Representative Jim Jordan Republican of Ohio

‘Democrats are going to impeach the president for a second
time, one week, one week before he leaves office. Why? Why?
Politics, and the fact that they want to cancel the president.

‘It’s all about getting the president, no matter what. It's an
obsession. An obsession that has now broadened. It’s not just
about impeachment anymore, it’s about canceling as I've said.
Canceling the president and anyone that disagrees with them.
The ayatollah can tweet, the president can't.

Annie Karni | Trump wanted to make his campaign about
White House | cancel culture, but the argument never broke
Correspondent | through everything else going on all summer.
Carl Hulse | Jordan kicking off the Republican defense of

Trump underscores his power in the Republi-
can conference. In this fight, at least, he
seems to be the de facto Republican leader.
The actual Republican leader, Kevin McCarthy
of California, has shown some uncertainty
about how exactly to handle the situation.

Catie Edmondson | That seems about right, Carl. In one wing you
have Jordan, in another you have Cheney. And
it seems like the bulk of the conference, in the

short-term, will choose to go Jordan’s way.

Mark Leibovich
Chief National
Correspondent

Have to wonder how effective the “they want
to cancel the president” argument is given
that the voters already did that.

Catie Edmondson | This isn’t really an argument about whether
Trump committed high crimes and misde-

meanors, this is a culture war argument.

Representative Jamie Raskin Democrat of Maryland

‘It’s a bit much to be hearing that these people would not be
trying to destroy our government and kill us if we just weren't
so mean to them.

Catie Edmondson
Congressional
Correspondent

Every single one of the lawmakers on the
House floor could have died, Raskin says, a
fact that has become blindingly obvious to
some lawmakers in recent days, but appar-
ently not others.

Representative Tom McClintock Republican of California

‘Every movement has a lunatic fringe. Suppressing free speech
is not the answer. Holding rioters accountable for their actions
is the answer.

‘I cannot think of a more petty, vindictive and gratuitous act
than to impeach an already defeated president a week before
he is to leave office’

Carl Hulse | Rep. Tom McClintock, a California Republican,
argues that Trump gave a typical partisan
speech that was covered by the 1st Amend-
ment. He blames a lunatic fringe and says
none of the president’s words were impeach-

able.

Catie Edmondson | You can hear in this speech why many Republi-
cans are shying away from defending Trump on
the substance. Anything said is just completely
undermined by the videos of thousands of
rioters assaulting police officers and laying

waste to the Capitol.

Linda Qiu | Fact Check: McClintock made an argument
Fact Check | we've heard before: that President Trump
Reporter | urged his supporters to “peacefully and patriot-

ically make your voices heard.” Again, Mr.
Trump used the word “peacefully” once and
the word “fight” 20 times.
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The Donor Class Pressures Republicans Still Backing Trump

By SHANE GOLDMACHER
and NICK CORASANITI

Republican lawmakers are fac-
ing intensifying pressure from
some longtime allies and finan-
ciers over their continued ties
with President Trump, as they
reckon with taking stands on im-
peachment and protecting them-
selves politically to survive the
2022 midterm primaries and elec-
tions.

From Amazon to Walmart, a
lengthening list of blue-chip gi-
ants of corporate America — long
a bastion of G.0.P. money — are
pledging to cut off funds to Repub-
licans who opposed certifying the
victory of President-elect Joseph
R. Biden Jr. An arm of Charles
Koch’s political and nonprofit net-
work, which is one of the largest
and most influential in conserva-
tive circles and spent about $60
million in federal elections last
year, said that opposing certifica-
tion would be a factor that would
“weigh heavily” in determining its
future spending decisions.

And a handful of Democratic
and independent groups are
pledging to spend aggressively on
advertising against Republican
lawmakers who opposed certify-
ing the results, with the first ads
already hitting the airwaves in
Wisconsin, Missouri, Texas and
California.

Many veteran Republican do-
nors have long had an uneasy re-
lationship with Mr. Trump. But the
president’s incitement of a violent
mob that stormed the Capitol a
week ago — which swiftly
sparked his second impeachment
on Wednesday — has deepened
the divide.

Kenneth G. Langone, the bil-
lionaire co-founder of Home De-
pot and an influential Republican
donor who contributed $1 million
to a Senate Republican super PAC
just two months ago, said he felt

Jonathan Martin contributed
reporting.

“betrayed” by Mr. Trump.

“The biggest mistake anybody
is going to make is try and ratio-
nalize what happened last week,
what the president did and what
that crowd did,” Mr. Langone said
in an interview on CNBC on
Wednesday.

A total of 10 House Republicans
voted to impeach Mr. Trump. That
sum is at once the largest number
ever to cast such a vote against a
president of the same party and
also less than 5 percent of the
G.O.P. conference.

Some Washington Republicans
remain dubious of the long-term
impact of any threatened breakup
within the G.O.P. donor or corpo-
rate class. The 2022 House and
Senate elections are still far off,
the fact that an exploding share of
political money now comes from
online donors has weakened the
traditional donor class, and those
online contributors have proved
durably loyal to Mr. Trump and his
brand of grievance politics.

Still, Lisa Spies, a veteran Re-
publican fund-raiser, said “the
pressure is immense” on Republi-
can lawmakers right now.

“I have never seen anything
like this as far as PAC fund-raising
goes,” said Ms. Spies, who urged
corporations to think twice before
cutting off the G.0.P. “As soon as
the Biden administration comesin
and starts regulating corpora-
tions, they’re going to need allies,
and they’re abandoning their al-
lies”

In a sign of the growing public
consciousness about political do-
nations to Republicans aligned
with Mr. Trump, a leading public
relations firm, Weber Shandwick,
sent out a “reputation advisory”
to clients on Wednesday about the
risks and rewards of reconsid-
ering their political giving at this
moment. “At the very least, com-
panies need to be preparing for
what they say when (not if) they
are asked about specific contribu-
tions,” the memo said.

Some of the biggest corporate

DAVID ZALUBOWSKI/ASSOCIATED PRESS
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The influential donors Charles Koch, left, and Ken Langone have
indicated displeasure with some Republican lawmakers.

givers in America, including
AT&T, Comcast, Cisco, Morgan
Stanley and Verizon, have started
cutting off donations to the 147 Re-
publicans who voted against certi-
fying the 2020 election results in
at least one state. Other major
companies are freezing dona-
tions, at least temporarily, to both
parties. Major League Baseball
announced such a move on
Wednesday.

“You cannot overstate the con-
sternation by lawmakers about
fund-raising drying up,” said a for-
mer senior Trump administration
official, who spoke on the condi-
tion of anonymity to discuss pri-
vate conversations with Republi-
can lawmakers.

The death this week of Sheldon
Adelson, the Republican Party’s
biggest financial benefactor, a ca-
sino magnate who poured more
than $500 million into G.O.P. cam-
paigns and super PACs in the last
decade, punctuated the party’s
precarious financial future with
only days left until Democrats
control the White House, the
House and the Senate.

“Republican donors are dis-
gusted,” said Scott Reed, a long-
time Republican strategist and
current lobbyist. He said there
was growing frustration after

both the riot at the Capitol and the
two Georgia runoff losses “in
races that should have been
layups” that cost the party its Sen-
ate majority.

“It’s a one-two gut punch,” Mr.
Reed said.

Along with Mr. Adelson, Mr.
Koch has been one of the party’s
most influential donors through a

‘You cannot overstate
the consternation’ if
fund-raising dries up.

web of nonprofit and outside
groups. Emily Seidel, the chief ex-
ecutive of the Koch-backed Amer-
icans for Prosperity and a senior
adviser to its political arm, AFP
Action, said this week that “law-
makers’ actions leading up to and
during last week’s insurrection
will weigh heavy in our evaluation
of future support.”

Across Washington, business
lobbyists said they were strug-
gling to contemplate how a black-
list of Republicans who objected to
Mr. Trump would work in reality,
when a majority of House Repub-

licans — many of whom are likely
to be allies in coming legislative
fights in a Democrat-dominated
Washington — voted to reject the
election result.

After Mr. Trump’s impeach-
ment by the House, he faces an un-
certain future in a Senate trial
where at least two Republicans,
Senators Lisa Murkowski and Pat
Toomey, have called on the presi-
dent to resign and a third, Senator
Mitt Romney, voted to convict him
in an impeachment trial last year.

Senator Mitch McConnell, the
Republican leader, told colleagues
on Wednesday he was undecided
on his vote.

To bolster those who break
party ranks, a group of anti-
Trump Republicans and former
administration  officials  an-
nounced on Tuesday a $50 million
commitment to support Republi-
can lawmakers who join Demo-
crats in impeaching Mr. Trump.

The first television advertise-
ments of the 2022 campaign ar-
rived on the airwaves in Wiscon-
sin on Wednesday, as the state
Democratic Party targeted Sena-
tor Ron Johnson, a Republican
facing re-election, for his vote to
reject the results of the presiden-
tial election.

“A violent mob attacks the Capi-
tol, incited by power-hungry poli-
ticians like Ron Johnson,” a narra-
tor proclaims in the ad, which the
party is spending $63,000 to air for
a week. “Johnson should resign.”

The Lincoln Project, an anti-
Trump group, has pledged to
mount an intense pressure cam-
paign on Republican lawmakers
who opposed certifying the elec-
tion results. And while the group
is most focused on the Republican
senators up for re-election in 2022,
itis also promising to make life dif-
ficult for Senators Josh Hawley of
Missouri and Ted Cruz of Texas,
who led the opposition to certify-
ing the results in the Senate.

On Wednesday, the Lincoln
Project began airing its first ad at-
tacking Republican members of

Congress for their vote against the
election results, spending
$570,000 on an ad that proclaims
“this is your coup” in the home
media markets of Mr. Cruz, Mr.
Hawley and Representative Kev-
in McCarthy, the minority leader.

Another group, the Boot Texas
Republicans PAC, is taking aim at
Mr. Cruz’s donors in Texas. On
Wednesday, it began a new cam-
paign called “Defund Cruz” and
published a website listing the
name of every donor who has con-
tributed more than $1,000 to Mr.
Cruz’s political campaigns. The
group is aiming to pressure do-
nors to demand their money back.

“Ted Cruz has blood on his
hands, and so will his top donors
unless they take action now to de-
fund his political career,” Zack
Malitz, who was a state director
for former Representative Beto
O’Rourke’s 2018 campaign andis a
founder of Boot Texas Republi-
cans, said in a statement.

For more than four years, the
Republican Party base has re-
mained fiercely loyal to Mr.
Trump, and many lawmakers are
still feeling pressure to toe the
Trump line. Less than a day after
Representative Liz Cheney, the
No. 3 House Republican, an-
nounced plans to vote to impeach
Mr. Trump, a group of her col-
leagues started moving to oust
her from her leadership post.

Mr. Trump has loyalists in the
donor community, too.

Doug Deason, a Republican
contributor in Texas, said it was
“hypocritical of Democrats, and
any corporations who have sin-
gled out Republicans, to try and
force a break with Trump because
they believe he incited violence.”

He blamed Democrats for the
street protests against racial in-
justice over the summer, some of
which broke into violence. “My fa-
ther and I will double down our
contributions and efforts to take
out these disingenuous Demo-
crats everywhere we can,” Mr.
Deason said.

How Every Representative Voted

There were two big votes the past two days in the House of
Representatives. On Wednesday, members adopted an article of

Calling on the Vice President to Invoke 25th Amendment

Impeachment Article: Incitement of Insurrection
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The 45th President The Second Impeachment

Prosecutors,
Parliamentarians
And Professors

The Houses slate of managers
includes a constitutional law
expert, a son of refugees and
some familiar faces from
Trump'’s first impeachment.

Jamie Raskin
Maryland

Representative Jamie Raskin
began drafting the article of
impeachment against President
Trump within hours of the vio-
lent mob attack on the Capitol.

“We don’t have a minute to
spare,” he declared Wednesday
on the House floor. “He is a clear
and present danger to the peo-
ple”

Mr. Raskin, 58, a former consti-
tutional law professor at Ameri-
can University who also served
as a state senator from Mary-
land, won election to Congress in
2016 after an expensive, hard-
fought nine-way primary in his
heavily Democratic district in the
Washington suburbs. A graduate
of Harvard University and Har-
vard Law School, he is passion-
ate about the Constitution and
American history.

Speaker Nancy Pelosi has
named him the lead impeach-
ment manager, which means he
will be the lead prosecutor in a
Senate trial of Mr. Trump.

“We need to create a dynamic
of action in which all of our col-
leagues are forced to confront
their conscience about the per-
mission they’ve given the presi-
dent to trample all of the princi-
ples and values of our Constitu-
tion,” he said in an interview this
week.

In many ways, Mr. Raskin was
made for this moment; he has
been engaged in progressive
politics since he was a toddler,
learning at the knee of his father,
Marcus Raskin, a well-known
antiwar activist and liberal intel-
lectual. But as he assumes the
weighty role of lead prosecutor,

impeachment that charges President Trump in connection with the Total Dem. Rep. Needed to pass Total Dem. Rep. Needed to pass
mob attack last week on the Capitol, making Mr. Trump the first
president to be impeached twice. Ten Republicans voted “yes.” One Yes @ 223 222 1 Yes @ 232 222 10
of them, Tom Rice of South Carolina, was one of the 147 REPUDLCAIS oo oo oo
in Congress who voted to overturn election results last week. On
Tuesday evening, the House adopted a resolution almost entirely No 205 0 205 I No 197 0 197 I
along party lines that called on Vice President Mike Pence to employ e
the 25th Amendment to remove Mr. Trump from office. (Mr. Pence
had rejected the idea earlier in a letter to Speaker Nancy Pelosi.) Not voting 5 0 5 | Not voting 4 0 4 |
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he is also coping with a devastat-
ing family tragedy: the loss of his
son, Tommy, 25 and a student at
Harvard Law, to suicide on New
Year’s Eve.

“Even in this darkest moment,
he has not in any way diminished
what he sees as his responsibility
as a member of Congress to
defend our democracy,” said
Representative David Cicilline,
Democrat of Rhode Island and
one of Mr. Raskin’s closest
friends in the Capitol.

Well liked on both sides of the
political aisle, Mr. Raskin is a
member of Ms. Pelosi’s unofficial
“kitchen cabinet,” and serves on
both the House Judiciary Com-
mittee and the House Rules
Committee, the powerful 13-
member panel that sets the
terms of debate in the House.

In addition to drafting the
article of impeachment, he also
wrote the resolution, adopted by
the House on Tuesday night,
calling on Vice President Mike
Pence to invoke the 25th Amend-
ment to strip Mr. Trump of his
powers. He is fond of quoting

War figure for whom his son was
named: “The times have found
us.” SHERYL GAY STOLBERG

. Eric Swalwell
: California

Representative Eric Swalwell
approaches his impeachment
manager duties as both an expe-
rienced prosecutor and a vocal

¢ critic of President Trump.

After graduating from law
school, Mr. Swalwell spent seven
years in the district attorney’s
office in Alameda County, Calif.,

tor on hate crimes.
Since his election to Congress

L in 2012, he has risen to promi-

nence through posts on the

Committees, roles in which he
helped investigate evidence
against the president during his

first impeachment in 2019.

Mr. Swalwell has often come
into public conflict with Mr.
Trump over what he has de-
scribed as the president’s lack of
leadership during moments of
crisis. In 2018, as the deadliest

¢ wildfires in California’s history
i blanketed his district with smoke

and ash, Mr. Swalwell was
among the loudest voices de-
manding action from Mr. Trump
on climate change.

Even before the first impeach-

: ment drive, Mr. Swalwell had
¢ pushed to investigate the presi-

dent. Along with Representative
Adam B. Schiff of California, he
pursued a measure in the Intelli-
gence Committee to subpoena
Marina Gross, the interpreter

i who was the only other Ameri-

 can in the room during a meeting possibility of campaign finance

! violations stemming from pay-
i ments made by the Trump cam-

- . : paign to two women who said
nature of the president’s relation- : paig

¢ ship with an adversary.

between Mr. Trump and Presi-
dent Vladimir V. Putin of Russia
that raised questions about the

Mr. Swalwell brought his criti-

cisms to a larger stage during a

brief bid for the Democratic
nomination for president.

“What we have to do now in
Congress is figure out how we
hold him accountable,” Mr. Swal-

: well said in an interview with
i The New York Times’s editorial

board in June 2019. “What we do
next will not only make sure that

it checks a out-of-control, abusive :

executive, but also it sets the
standard for future presidents.”

: ZACH MONTAGUE

Diana DeGette
Colorado

When Speaker Nancy Pelosi was

¢ looking for someone to preside
i over the historic debate over

impeaching President Trump at
the end of 2019, she chose a
veteran Democrat who had im-
pressed her with a tough, skillful
parliamentary hand: Represent-

; ative Diana DeGette of Colorado.

“Sitting here in the speaker’s
chair, all I can think is how seri-
ous this debate is for the future
of our republic,” she wrote on
Twitter at the time. “The fact
that I’ve been asked to preside

truly an honor.”

Now Ms. Pelosi has turned to
Ms. DeGette again, this time as
an impeachment manager to
prosecute the case against Mr.

i Trump in the Senate. In picking
i the Colorado congresswoman,
i she chose someone with deep

experience in the House and in
the presiding officer’s chair.

Ms. DeGette, first elected in
1996, spent 14 years as the Dem-

: ocrats’ chief deputy whip — the

Thomas Paine, the Revolutionary . member of leadership responsi-

ble for counting votes. She often
holds the gavel in the House,

members customarily do.

rights — a legislative portfolio
that dates to her days as a state
legislator in the 1990s.

When Democrats reclaimed
the House majority in 2018, Ms.

which would have made her the
No. 3 Democrat in the House.
But she ultimately withdrew
from the race, citing “internal
pressure” from Democrats to

¢ align behind the existing leader-
i ship triumvirate of Ms. Pelosi;

Representative Steny H. Hoyer

and Representative James E.
Clyburn of South Carolina, the
current whip.

On Tuesday, she said she was

“honored” to help with this sec-
¢ ond impeachment effort.
" SHERYL GAY STOLBERG

. David Cicilline
. Rhode Island

i Having worked before as a mem-
i ber of the House Judiciary Com-

! mittee to investigate President

{ Trump during House Democrats’
i first impeachment effort in 2019,

i Representative David Cicilline of
i Rhode Island is set to take on a

i larger role as an impeachment

i manager in Mr. Trump’s second

i trial.

Mr. Cicilline has been a mem-

! ber of the Judiciary Committee

! since 2014, and as part of that

and was the office’s lead prosecu- has' led the subcommlttee on
. antitrust, commercial and admin-

i istrative law. In his work on

i antitrust law, specifically, he has

i overseen what experts have

House Intelligence and Judiciary g?:lgftli?)ig i;;?;%%;};egggi

¢ some of the country’s most pow-

¢ erful tech companies, including

¢ Amazon, Google and Facebook

i — companies that have all since

¢ come under fire by top lawmak-

i ers from both parties.

Before joining Congress, Mr.

i Cicilline worked as a public de-

i fender in Washington and served
i two terms as the mayor of Provi-
i dence, R.I.

“As lawmakers who have

i impeached this president once

i before, we do not take this re-

i sponsibility lightly,” Mr. Cicilline
i wrote in an Op-Ed article pub-

i lished Monday by The New York
i Times.

Like others who have been

| tapped to serve as managers in

i the impeachment proceedings

! this week, Mr. Cicilline helped

i oversee investigations of the

i president and his advisers in the
i past, including inquiries into the

i they had had affairs with Mr.
¢ Trump. ZACH MONTAGUE

. Madeleine Dean

Pennsylvania

i One week ago, Representative

i Madeleine Dean, Democrat of

i Pennsylvania, was among the

i lawmakers who hid on the floor
i of the House gallery as tear gas
i was fired in the Rotunda and

i protesters threatened to break

i into the chamber.

Ms. Dean, nearly two weeks

i into her second term, is now one
i of the impeachment managers

i Speaker Nancy Pelosi of Califor-
i nia has designated to present the
i case for removing President 5
i Trump from office on the

i grounds that he committed high
i crimes and misdemeanors.

“The president and many in

! this chamber have shamelessly

! peddled dangerous untruths

i about this election — despite the
i warnings of where these lies

¢ would lead,” Ms. Dean said on

¢ the House floor before voting to

¢ impeach Mr. Trump. “Last

i Wednesday, those lies and dan-

¢ gers found themselves inside this :
¢ Capitol. This hateful rhetoric is
¢ another virus — it is time to

L . remove its host”
¢ over the House for this important !

{ moment in our nation’s history is

In the Democratic caucus, she

i was an early advocate of pursu-

i ing an impeachment inquiry

i against the president just over a
i year ago, and showed little hesi-

; tation in endorsing a second one.

“To heal we need accountabil-

! ity and truth,” Ms. Dean said

{ Wednesday. “That begins by

i acknowledging the president’s

i dangerous lies and their deadly
i consequences.”

i At19, Ms. Dean volunteered on
i her first campaign for a state

i representative. After earning a

i law degree and opening her own
i practice, she changed careers to
o . ! become an assistant professor in
rotating in and out of the chair as . the English Department at La

On Capitol Hill, she has carved . Salle University and taught

i out a niche in health policy, and
: as a champion of reproductive

i writing and ethics.

She was elected to be a state

i representative in 2012, and then
i she sought a seat in Congress

i after the 2016 election. In Con-

i gress, she secured a seat on the

i House Judiciary Committee. She

. . i won her second term by 19
: DeGette announced her intention : y

: . : points in November.
i to run for the top whip’s slot, P

Tucked in her pocket Constitu-

i tion, which she carries at all

i time, is a copy of the Beatitudes.
i “I carry them with me because
i oneis a guide to life — a high

; standard to strive for — and the
: other is the law of the land,” Ms.
; Dean once said. “One is how to

J . _ i live as a human being, and how
of Maryland, the majority leader; ' to live as a citizen”
{ EMILY COCHRANE

Joe Neguse
Colorado

Nearly four decades ago, Repre-
sentative Joe Neguse’s parents
fled Eritrea and came to the
United States as refugees, even-
tually settling in Colorado to
raise their son and daughter.

Now Mr. Neguse, 36, Democrat
. Ted Lieu
: California

of Colorado and the first African-
American to represent the state,
will be one of the impeachment
managers.

“If Congress does not act,” he
told colleagues on Wednesday on
the House floor before the im-
peachment vote, “if we shrink
from our constitutional responsi-
bilities to defend our republic, it
will undoubtedly undermine the

hope of earth,” quoting Abraham
Lincoln.

Mr. Neguse had been an early
advocate of bringing charges
against Mr. Trump and sup-
ported impeachment in the Rus-
sia and Ukraine matters since
shortly after he was elected in
2018. At the time, he was a repre-
sentative for the freshman class

House Judiciary Committee and
the Progressive Caucus.

debated the two articles of im-
peachment against Mr. Trump in
2019, Mr. Neguse said he thought
of his infant daughter, Natalie, as
he deliberated on how he would
vote.

“She’s not old enough to under- :
i United States from Taiwan,

i where he was born. He has de-
i scribed his family being the
articles. “But one day she will be, :
i growing up in a largely white

¢ community in Cleveland. But Mr.
i Lieu cites the perseverance of

i his parents, who did not speak

i English and struggled to make

i ends meet when they arrived in

i the United States, as an inspira-

i tion. His parents eventually

i became the owners of gift shops.

stand the proceeding before us
today,” Mr. Neguse said at a
hearing about the impeachment

and I hope she will know that
this Congress had an obligation
to defend our democracy, to
honor our oaths and to uphold

the rule of law.”

Mr. Neguse graduated from

¢ the University of Colorado Law
i School, where he was elected to
i serve on the school’s Board of

i Regents, the second African-

¢ American to hold the post of

¢ regent in Colorado’s history.

Mr. Neguse announced his

i candidacy after Mr. Trump’s

i victory and went on to win his

i election in a House district that

i is more than 90 percent white.

i He was re-elected in November.
EMILY COCHRANE

Stacey E. Plaskett
. U.S. Virgin Islands

. Delegate Stacey Plaskett of the
Virgin Islands has limited privi-
. leges as a member of Congress
{ because she represents a U.S.

i territory: She cannot cast votes
i on the House floor.

She could not vote to impeach

i able to make a case against him
i in his Senate trial as an impeach- :
i ment manager chosen by
i Speaker Nancy Pelosi.

On Wednesday on Twitter, she

¢ accused Mr. Trump of “conduct
! that foreseeably resulted in the
i imminent lawless actions of his
i supporters” when he incited a

i mob that assaulted the Capitol
i last week.

Born in Brooklyn to parents

: from the Virgin Islands, Ms.

i Plaskett graduated from George-
! town with a degree in history

¢ and diplomacy and from Ameri-

: can University’s law school. She

i worked as an assistant district

i attorney in the Bronx, as counsel
i to the House ethics committee,

i and as a political appointee at

i the Justice Department under

i President George W. Bush,

i among other positions.

Ms. Plaskett moved to the

Virgin Islands, where she worked
: in the private sector, before being
¢ elected in 2014.

In a 2019 letter to Ms. Pelosi in

i which Ms. Plaskett asked to be
i made a House impeachment

i manager in the first trial of Mr.
i Trump, she cited the weight the
i decision would carry for her

i constituents, who do not have

! full voting rights, as well as her
i years working in public service
¢ and as a prosecutor.

“The party says that Black

i women are the base and our

i primary support, and there are
i five Black women in the House
i who are attorneys and only two
i of us are former prosecutors,”

i Ms. Plaskett said in the letter,
according to BuzzFeed News.

Ms. Plaskett was not chosen

i the first time. But Ms. Pelosi

i announced on Tuesday evening
i that Ms. Plaskett would help

i make the second case against

i Mr. Trump. AISHVARYA KAVI

i During the long hours of chaos

i on Jan. 6 as a violent pro-Trump
i mob took over the Capitol, Rep-
i resentative Ted Lieu, who was

i sheltering inside the building,

; began drafting an article of im-

i peachment against President

¢ Trump.

vision of America as the last best

“Insurrectionists incited by

i Mr. Trump attacked our nation’s
i Capitol to stop Congress from

i accepting the Electoral College

i results,” he later told The New

i York Times.

First elected to Congress in

¢ 2014 to represent the wealthy

¢ suburbs west of Los Angeles, Mr.
¢ Lieu has become known for his

i sharp criticism of Mr. Trump on
in Speaker Nancy Pelosi’s leader- i
ship circle. He is a member of the
i among Democrats online. His
i tweets regularly rack up thou-
When the Judiciary Committee ;

his personal Twitter account,
which has made him popular

sands of interactions.
“We must impeach Trump,”

{ Mr. Lieu wrote hours after the
i attack. He added that to not do
i so would mean Congress had

i “failed our country”

Mr. Lieu was 3 years old when
his family immigrated to the

target of racism while he was

He studied computer science

¢ and political science at Stanford

! University and later graduated

i from Georgetown University

¢ with alaw degree and was the

¢ editor in chief of its law review.

i He joined the Air Force as part of
i the Judge Advocate General’s

i Corps, which oversees the ad-

¢ ministration of justice and ethics.
{ Mr. Lieu is still a member of the

¢ Air Force Reserve.

He previously served on the

i City Council in Torrance, Calif.,
i before being elected to the Cali-
i fornia State Assembly in 2005

i and the State Senate in 2011

i AISHVARYA KAVI

- Joaquin Castro
é ) ‘ i Texas

¢ President Trump, but now will be
i Representative Joaquin Castro,

Democrat of Texas, has made no

i secret of his desire to see Presi-

i dent Trump out of office: He has

¢ been one of the most vocal critics
¢ of the president’s immigration

! policies and voted to impeach him
i the first time.

Now Mr. Castro, a Harvard-

i educated lawyer who sits on the

i Intelligence Committee, will be a

i part of the prosecution against Mr.
; Trump as an impeachment man-

i ager in the Senate trial.

“If inciting a deadly insurrec-

! tion is not enough to get a presi-

i dent impeached, then what is?”

i Mr. Castro said Wednesday on the
i House floor. “All of us must an-

i swer that question today.”

A San Antonio native and sec-

: ond-generation Mexican-Ameri-

i can, Mr. Castro served in the

i Texas Legislature before winning
a bid for a congressional seat in

2012. Mr. Castro soon secured a
spot on the Intelligence Commit-

: tee and leadership roles in the
! Hispanic Caucus.

As a member of the committee

i in 2019, Mr. Castro sat in on both

i the initial closed-door hearings

i during Mr. Trump’s first impeach-
i ment inquiry and then the public

i questioning of witnesses before

! the drafting of impeachment

i articles. He also serves on the

i House Foreign Affairs Committee.

Mr. Castro, who led the His-

i panic Caucus during the 116th

i Congress, has loudly opposed Mr.
¢ Trump’s immigration policies,

i leading numerous delegations to

i the southwestern border and

¢ condemning what he has called

¢ cruel and dehumanizing policies.
! EMILY COCHRANE
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77 Days: Trump's Campaign to Subvert the Election

From Page Al

Mr. Clark called Mr. Giuliani something
much worse. And with that, the election-
law experts were sidelined in favor of the
former New York City mayor, the man
who once again was telling the president
what he wanted to hear.

Thursday the 12th was the day Mr.
Trump’s flimsy, long-shot legal effort to
reverse his loss turned into something
else entirely — an extralegal campaign
to subvert the election, rooted in a lie so
convincing to some of his most devoted
followers that it made the deadly Jan. 6
assault on the Capitol almost inevitable.

Weeks later, Mr. Trump is the former
President Trump. In coming days, a
presidential transition like no other will
be dissected when he stands trial in the
Senate on animpeachment charge of “in-
citement of insurrection.” Yet his lie of an
election stolen by corrupt and evil forces
lives on in a divided America.

A New York Times examination of the
77 democracy-bending days between
election and inauguration shows how,
with conspiratorial belief rife in a coun-
try ravaged by pandemic, a lie that Mr.
Trump had been grooming for years fi-
nally overwhelmed the Republican
Party and, as brake after brake fell away,
was propelled forward by new and more
radical lawyers, political organizers, fi-
nanciers and the surround-sound right-
wing media.

In the aftermath of that broken after-
noon at the Capitol, a picture has
emerged of entropic forces coming to-
gether on Trump’s behalf in an ad hoc,
yet calamitous, crash of rage and denial.

But interviews with central players,
and documents including previously un-
reported emails, videos and social media
posts scattered across the web, tell a
more encompassing story of a more co-
ordinated campaign.

Across those 77 days, the forces of dis-
order were summoned and directed by
the departing president, who wielded the
power derived from his near-infallible
status among the party faithful in one fi-
nal norm-defying act of a reality-denying
presidency.

Throughout, he was enabled by influ-
ential Republicans motivated by ambi-
tion, fear or a misplaced belief that he
would not go too far.

In the Senate, he got early room to ma-
neuver from the majority leader, Mitch
McConnell. As he sought the president’s
help in Georgia runoffs that could cost
him his own grip on power, Mr. McCon-
nell heeded misplaced assurances from
White House aides like Jared Kushner
that Mr. Trump would eventually accede
to reality, people close to the senator told
The Times. Mr. McConnell’s later recog-
nition of Mr. Biden’s victory would not be
enough to dissuade 14 Republican sena-
tors from joining the president’s last-
ditch bid to nullify millions of Americans’
votes.

Likewise, during the campaign, Attor-
ney General William P. Barr had echoed
some of Mr. Trump’s complaints of voter
fraud. But privately the president was
chafing at Mr. Barr’s resistance to his
more authoritarian impulses — includ-
ing his idea to end birthright citizenship
in a legally dubious pre-election execu-
tive order. And when Mr. Barr informed
Mr. Trump in a tense Oval Office session
that the Justice Department’s fraud in-
vestigations had run dry, the president
dismissed the department as derelict be-
fore finding other officials there who
would view things his way.

For every lawyer on Mr. Trump’s team
who quietly pulled back, there was one
ready to push forward with propagan-
distic suits that skated the lines of legal
ethics and reason. That included not only
Mr. Giuliani and lawyers like Sidney
Powell and Lin Wood, but also the vast
majority of Republican attorneys gen-
eral, whose dead-on-arrival Supreme
Court lawsuit seeking to discount 20 mil-
lion votes was secretly drafted by law-
yers close to the White House, The Times
found.

As traditional Republican donors with-
drew, a new class of Trump-era benefac-
tors rose to finance data analysts and
sleuths to come up with fodder for the
stolen-election narrative. Their ranks in-
cluded the founder of MyPillow, Mike
Lindell, and the former Overstock.com
chief executive Patrick Byrne, who
warned of “fake ballots” and voting-ma-
chine manipulation from China on One
America News Network and Newsmax,
which were finding ratings in their will-
ingness to go further than Fox in em-
bracing the fiction that Mr. Trump had
won.

As Mr. Trump’s official election cam-
paign wound down, a new, highly orga-
nized campaign stepped into the breach
to turn his demagogic fury into a move-
ment of its own, reminding key lawmak-
ers at key times of the cost of denying the
will of the president and his followers.
Called Women for America First, it had
ties to Mr. Trump and former White
House aides then seeking presidential
pardons, among them Stephen K. Ban-
non and Michael T. Flynn.

As it crossed the country spreading
the new gospel of a stolen election in
Trump-red buses, the group helped build
an acutely Trumpian coalition that in-
cluded sitting and incoming members of
Congress, rank-and-file voters and the
“de-platformed” extremists and conspir-
acy theorists promoted on its home page
— including the white nationalist Jared
Taylor, prominent QAnon proponents
and the Proud Boys leader Enrique
Tarrio.

With each passing day the lie grew, fi-
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Within hours of the final polls closing, President Donald J. Trump fired the opening salvo in his disinformation campaign, declaring in a brief speech
shortly before 2:30 a.m. on Nov. 4 that the election was “a fraud on the American public.” In the following days, the “Stop the Steal” campaign took shape.

nally managing to do what the political
process and the courts would not: upend
the peaceful transfer of power that for
224 years had been the bedrock of Ameri-
can democracy.

‘A Fraud on the

American Public’

In the days before Nov. 3, polls strongly
indicated that election night would show
Mr. Trump in the lead, as his voters were
less concerned about the coronavirus
and more likely to vote in person. Those
tallies would register first on the network
television scoreboards.

But the polls also indicated that the
president’s apparent lead would dimin-
ish or disappear overnight, as more mail-
in ballots, favored by Biden voters, were
added to the official counts.

As Election Day approached, Mr.
Trump and those closest to him believed
that his lead would be insurmountable,
their views swayed by the assurances of
pro-Trump pundits and the unscientific
measure of the size and excitement of the
president’s rally crowds. Yet for months
he had also been preparing an argument
to dispute a possible loss: that it could
only be because of a vast conspiracy of
fraud. (A spokesman for the former pres-
ident declined to comment for this
article.)

Flying home on Air Force One from the
final campaign event in Grand Rapids,
Mich., in the early hours of Nov. 3., Mr.
Trump’s son Eric proposed an Electoral
College betting pool.

He wagered that the president would
win at least 320 electoral votes, accord-
ing to a person present for the exchange.
“We’re just trying to get to 270,” an advis-
er more grounded in polling and analyt-
ics replied.

The polls, in fact, had it right.

Gathered in the East Room of the
White House on election night, Mr.
Trump and his entourage fell into en-
raged disbelief as his lead inexorably dis-
sipated, even in formerly red states like
Arizona, which Fox called for Mr. Biden
at 11:20 in what the president took as a
stinging betrayal. Eric Trump goaded
him on — a dynamic that would play out
in the weeks to come. There would be no
early victory speech that evening.

Instead, in a brief televised address
shortly before 2:30 a.m., Mr. Trump furi-
ously laid down his postelection lie.

“This is a fraud on the American pub-
lic. This is an embarrassment to our
country. We were getting ready to win
this election — frankly, we did win this
election,” the president declared. “We
want all voting to stop. We don’t want
them to find any ballots at 4 o’clock in the
morning and add them to the list.”

Leading Republicans quickly fell in
line.

On Fox, Newt Gingrich, the former
House speaker, predicted that Mr
Trump’s supporters would erupt in rage
“as they watch Joe Biden’s Democratic
Party steal the election in Philadelphia,
steal the election in Atlanta, steal the
election in Milwaukee.”

On Thursday night, Kevin McCarthy,
the House Republican leader, told Laura
Ingraham on Fox: “Everyone who’s lis-
tening, do not be quiet, do not be silent
about this. We cannot allow this to hap-
pen before our very eyes.”

Online, the disinformation floodgates
opened still further, their messages fre-
quently landing on local and cable news.
Facebook, Twitter and Instagram filled
with videos alleging that a dog had voted
in Santa Cruz, Calif. Fears that thousands
of Trump votes would be thrown out in
Arizona — because voters had been
forced to use felt-tipped Sharpie pens
that scanners could not read — rocketed
across conservative social media ac-
counts and the QAnon network before in-
forming two lawsuits, one filed by Mr.
Trump’s campaign. (The ballots were
readable; both suits were dropped.)

But another, more enduring conspir-
acy theory was gaining momentum, one
that would soon be taken up by Mr.
Giuliani.

On Oct. 31, an obscure website, The
American Report, had published a story
saying that a supercomputer called the
Hammer, running software called Score-
card, would be used to steal votes from
Mr. Trump.

The story’s authors had spent years
spreading false claims that the Obama
administration had used the Hammer to
spy on the 2016 Trump campaign — in
their telling, a central part of the deep-
state conspiracy that spawned the Rus-
sia investigation and Mr. Trump’s first
impeachment.

Their reports were sourced to Dennis
Montgomery, a onetime national securi-
ty contractor described by his former
lawyer as a “con man,” and were often
backed by Thomas MclInerney, a retired
Air Force lieutenant general whose mili-
tary résumé could lend credibility to the
fantastical tales.

Mr. Mclnerney was just emerging
from conservative media purgatory. Two
years earlier, Fox had banned him after
he falsely stated that Senator John Mc-
Cain had shared military secrets while he
was a prisoner of war in North Vietnam.
But he was finding new exposure
through social media and new outlets,
like One America News and Mr. Bannon’s
podcast and radio show, “War Room:
Pandemic,” that had elastic ideas about
journalistic standards of verification.

The vote-stealing theory got its first
exposure beyond the web the day before
the election on Mr. Bannon’s show. Be-
cause of the Hammer, Mr. McInerney
said, “it’s going to look good for President
Trump, but they’re going to change it”
The Democrats, he alleged, were seeking
to use the system to install Mr. Biden and
bring the country to “a totalitarian state.”

The Hammer and Scorecard story
came together with disparate conspiracy
theories about Dominion voting systems
that had been kicking around on the left

and the right, most forcefully on the Twit-
ter feed of a Republican congressman
from Arizona, Paul Gosar. In a post on
Nov. 6, he called on Arizona’s governor,
Doug Ducey, to “investigate the accuracy
and reliability of the Dominion ballot
software and its impact on our general
election.”

The tweet helped set off a social media
wildfire, drawing intense interest from
accounts that regularly circulate and de-
code QAnon-related content.

A day later, The Associated Press and
the major television networks declared
that Mr. Biden would be the 46th presi-
dent of the United States.

“The Media Doesn’t
Get to Decide’

For decades, leaders of both parties have
treated the TV network and Associated
Press election calls as definitive, con-
gratulating the president-elect within
hours. Despite record reliance on mail
voting because of the pandemic, there
was nothing especially unusual about the
outcome in 2020: Mr. Biden’s margins in
key Electoral College states were similar
to Mr. Trump’s four years before.

This time, Republican leaders in Con-
gress broke with the norm.

On ABC’s “This Week” on Nov. 8, the
senior Republican senator overseeing
elections, Roy Blunt of Missouri, de-
clared that the old rules no longer ap-
plied. “The media can project, but the
media doesn’t get to decide who the win-
ner is,” he said. “There is a canvassing
process. That needs to happen.”

The senator who mattered most,
whose words would have the greatest
bearing on Mr. Trump’s odds-against
campaign, was the majority leader, Mr.
McConnell of Kentucky.

Mr. McConnell was playing a long
game.

The leader and the president had been
in regular contact in the days since the

Paul Gosar &
@DrPaulGosar

1. lam calling on @dougducey to call a special
session of the AZ Legislature under Article IV

of our state constitution to investigate the accuracy
and reliability of the Dominion ballot software and

its impact on our general election.

@Leo4AzHouse @FannKfann
11:50 p.m. « Nov. 6, 2020

Paul Gosar &

@DrPaulGosar

2. No election results should be
certified until a complete audit of the
Dominion machine tallies is made.

11:50 p.m. « Nov. 6, 2020
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Conspiracy theories about Dominion Voting Systems gained a powerful
ally when Representative Paul Gosar, Republican of Arizona, demanded

an investigation on Nov. 6. His tweets helped set off a social media wildfire,
drawing intense interest from accounts that circulate QAnon content.

election, according to several people with
knowledge of their conversations. But
the publicly bellicose president rarely
confronted Mr. McConnell in one-on-one
calls and avoided making any specific de-
mands. He did not threaten retribution
should Mr. McConnell follow tradition
and congratulate Mr. Biden.

But Mr. McConnell knew that by doing
so, he would endanger his own overrid-
ing political goal — winning the two run-
offs in Georgia and maintaining Republi-
can control of the Senate, which would al-
low him to keep his power as majority
leader. If he provoked Mr. Trump’s anger,
he would almost certainly lose the presi-
dent’s full support in Georgia.

So as Mr. Trump would rant about vot-
er fraud as if he were making an appear-
ance on “Fox & Friends,” Mr. McConnell
would try to redirect the discussion to a
specific court case or the runoffs, accord-
ing to party officials familiar with the
calls. “They were talking past one an-
other;” one of them said.

The senator was also under a false im-
pression that the president was only
blustering, the officials said. Mr. McCon-
nell had had multiple conversations with
the White House chief of staff, Mark
Meadows, and the senator’s top political
adviser, Josh Holmes, had spoken with
Mr. Kushner, the president’s son-in-law
and senior adviser. Both West Wing offi-
cials had conveyed the same message:
They would pursue all potential avenues
but recognized that they might come up
short. Mr. Trump would eventually bow
to reality and accept defeat.

The majority leader rendered his ver-
dict on Nov. 9, during remarks at the first
postelection Senate session. Even as he
celebrated Republican victories in the
Senate and the House — which in party
talking points somehow escaped the per-
vasive fraud that cast Mr. Biden’s victory
in doubt — Mr. McConnell said, “Presi-
dent Trump is 100 percent within his
rights to look into allegations of irregu-
larities and weigh his legal options.” He
added, “A few legal inquiries from the
president do not exactly spell the end of
the republic.”

That left the Senate with only a handful
of Republicans willing to acknowledge
the president’s loss: established Trump
critics like Mitt Romney of Utah and Lisa
Murkowski of Alaska.

That night, Senator Lindsey Graham
of South Carolina, then the Judiciary
Committee chairman, went on Sean Han-
nity’s program to share an affidavit from
a postal worker in Erie, Pa., who said he
had overheard supervisors discussing il-
legally backdating postmarks on ballots
that had arrived too late to be counted.
He had forwarded it to the Federal Bu-
reau of Investigation.

“They can all go to hell as far as I'm
concerned — I’ve had it with these peo-
ple. Let’s fight back,” Mr. Graham said.
“We lose elections because they cheat
us.”

Earlier that day, however, the postal
worker had recanted his statement in an
interview with federal investigators —
even though he continued to push his
story online afterward. His affidavit, it
turned out, had been written with the as-
sistance of the conservative media group
Project Veritas, known for its deceptive
tactics and ambush videos.

2020 Is Not 2000
All Over Again

The attorney general, Mr. Barr, arrived
at the White House on the afternoon of
Dec. 1to find the president in a fury.

For weeks, Mr. Trump had been pep-
pering him with tips of fraud that, upon
investigation by federal authorities,
proved baseless. That morning, after the
president complained to Fox that the
Justice Department was “missing in ac-
tion,” Mr. Barr told The Associated Press

Continued on Following Page
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Caravans of Trump supporters, organized by Women for America First, rallied across the country to oppose the certification of President-elect Joseph R. Biden Jr’s electoral votes. A 23-city
“Stop the Steal” bus tour began on Nov. 29. It ended with a huge rally in Washington on Dec. 12, above. Women for America First also organized Mr. Trump’s rally on Jan. 6.

77 Days:

From Preceding Page

that “we have not seen fraud on a scale
that could have effected a different
outcome.”

But another allegation had just cap-
tured the presidential imagination: A
truck driver on contract with the Postal
Service was claiming that he had deliv-
ered many thousands of illegally filled-
out ballots to Pennsylvania from a depot
on Long Island.

Federal investigators had determined
that that one, too, was bunk. Court
records showed that the driver had a his-
tory of legal problems, had been involun-
tarily committed to mental institutions
several times and had a sideline as a
ghost hunter, The York Daily Record
reported.

Now, with the White House counsel,
Pat A. Cipollone, backing him, Mr. Barr
told the president that he could not man-
ufacture evidence and that his depart-
ment would have no role in challenging
states’ results, said a former senior offi-
cial with knowledge about the meeting, a
version of which was first reported by
Axios. The allegations about manipulat-
ed voting machines were ridiculously
false, he added; the lawyers propagating
them, led by Mr. Giuliani, were “clowns.”

Mr. Trump paused, thought about it
and said, “Maybe.”

But before Mr. Barr left the building,
the president tweeted out the truck driv-
er’s account, which quickly gained
154,000 mentions on Twitter, according to
an analysis by Zignal Labs. The driver
would appear on Newsmax, Mr. Ban-
non’s “War Room” and “Hannity,” among
the most-watched programs on cable.

Days later, that allegation was fea-
tured in a lawsuit with an extraordinary
request: that the court decertify the
Pennsylvania result and strip Mr. Biden
of the state’s delegates — a call to poten-
tially disenfranchise nearly seven mil-
lion voters.

The legal group behind the suit, the
Amistad Project, was part of the Thomas
More Society, a conservative law firm
historically focused on religious liberty
issues. It was now working with Mr. Giu-
liani and had as a special counsel a
Trump campaign legal strategist, Jenna
Ellis. A judge dismissed the suit as “im-
proper and untimely.”

It was exactly the sort of lawsuit Mr.
Trump’s more experienced election law-
yers viewed as counterproductive and,
several people involved in the effort said
in interviews, embarrassing.

In the run-up to the election, the legal
team, led by Mr. Clark and Matt Morgan,
had modeled its strategy on the disputed
election of 2000, when only a few hun-
dred votes separated Al Gore and George
W. Bush in Florida. Mr. Bush had bene-
fited from a combination of savvy law-
yering and ugly political tactics that in-
cluded the riotous “Brooks Brothers”
protest over specious allegations of
Democratic fraud.

Twenty years later, the margins were
far too large to be made up by recounts or
small-bore court maneuvers.

Even after a recount in the tightest
state, Georgia, found some 2,000 lost
Trump votes, Mr. Biden led by nearly
12,000. And Mr. Giuliani’s arguments that
the Trump campaign could prove Domi-
nion voting machines illegally made the
difference were summarily dismissed by
Mr. Trump’s other lawyers, who were
carefully tracking a recount of the ma-
chines’ paper receipts.

“There was a literal physical hand
count of every single one of those five
million pieces of paper, and they matched
almost identically, and we knew that
within a week,” said Stefan Passantino, a

rump's Campaign to Subvert the Election

Trump lawyer who helped oversee the
initial strategy in the state. “We are not
going to participate in bringing allega-
tions about the sanctity of this machine.”
(Dominion has sued Mr. Giuliani and Ms.
Powell for defamation.)

But the Trump election lawyers were
looking to another other lesson from
2000. In a Supreme Court opinion in
Bush v. Gore, Chief Justice William H.
Rehnquist had argued that Florida court
orders dictating recount procedures vio-
lated the constitutional clause that gives
state legislatures the power to set the
terms for selecting electors.

Many of the early Trump campaign
suits had adopted that approach. Contra-
dicting the president, the campaign law-
yers — and even Mr. Giuliani — had in
several cases acknowledged in court
that they were not alleging fraud. Rather,
they argued that in bending rules to
make mail voting easier during the pan-
demic — extending deadlines, striking
requirements for witness signatures —
secretaries of state or state courts or
election boards had improperly usurped
their legislatures’ role.

Yet as the suits failed in court after
court across the country, leaving Mr.
Trump without credible options to re-
verse his loss before the Electoral Col-
lege vote on Dec. 14, Mr. Giuliani and his
allies were developing anew legal theory
— that in crucial swing states, there was
enough fraud, and there were enough in-
appropriate election-rule changes, to
render their entire popular votes invalid.

As a result, the theory went, those
states’ Republican-controlled legisla-
tures would be within their constitu-
tional rights to send slates of their choos-
ing to the Electoral College.

If the theory was short on legal or fac-
tual merit, it was rich in the sort of sensa-
tional claims — the swirl of forged ballots
and “deep state” manipulation of voting
machines — that would allow Mr. Trump
to revive his fight, give his millions of
voters hope that he could still prevail and
perhaps even foment enough chaos to
somehow bring about an undemocratic
reversal in his favor.

“This Is the Big One’

Before Thanksgiving, a team of lawyers
with close ties to the Trump campaign
began planning a sweeping new lawsuit
to carry that argument.

One of them, Kris Kobach, a former
Kansas secretary of state, had been a
central player in some of the harshest re-
cent moves to restrict voting, leading to
frequent pushbacks in court. He had also
helped lead Mr. Trump’s “election integ-
rity” commission, created after the pres-
ident claimed he had lost the 2016 popu-
lar vote because of fraud; it had ended
with litigation, internal strife and no evi-
dence of fraud.

Another member of the team, Mark
Martin, a former North Carolina chief
justice, was now a law school dean and
informal Trump adviser. A third,
Lawrence Joseph, had previously inter-
vened in federal court to support Mr.
Trump’s efforts to block the release of his
income-tax returns.

According to lawyers involved in the
conversations, the group determined
that the fast-approaching Electoral Col-
lege vote did not leave time for a series of
lawsuits to work their way through the
courts. They would need to go directly to
the Supreme Court, where, they be-
lieved, the conservative majority would
be sympathetic to the president, who had
appointed three of its members. The
team quickly began working on a draft
complaint.
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Rudolph W. Giuliani, Mr. Trump’s personal lawyer, worked with the

Thomas More Society, a conservative law firm, to file a suit asking that
Pennsylvania’s election result be decertified and that Mr. Biden be stripped of
the state’s delegates. A judge dismissed it as “improper and untimely.”
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Senators Mitch McConnell and Roy Blunt delayed acknowledging the

Biden win as Mr. Trump railed against the results. Mr. McConnell and a
Senate adviser were assured in multiple conversations with White House
aides that Mr. Trump would eventually bow to reality and accept defeat.

Only one type of lawyer can take a case
filed against another state directly to the
Supreme Court: a state attorney general.
The president’s original election lawyers
doubted that any attorney general would
be willing to do so, according to one mem-
ber of the team, speaking on the condi-
tion of anonymity. But Mr. Kobach and
his colleagues were confident. After all,
nine attorneys general were on the
Trump campaign’s lawyers group, whose
recruitment logo featured the president
as Uncle Sam, saying: “I want you to join
Lawyers for Trump. Help prevent voter
fraud on Election Day.”

Yet as the draft circulated among Re-
publican attorneys general, several of
their senior staff lawyers raised red
flags. How could one state ask the Su-
preme Court to nullify another’s election
results? Didn’t the Republican attorneys
general consider themselves devoted
federalists, champions of the way the
Constitution delegates many powers —
including crafting election laws — to
each state, not the federal government?

In an interview, Mr. Kobach explained
his group’s reasoning: The states that
held illegitimate elections (which hap-
pened to be won by Mr. Biden) were vio-
lating the rights of voters in states that

didn’t (which happened to be won by Mr.
Trump).

“If one player in a game commits a
penalty and no penalty is called by the
referee, that is not fair;” he said.

The obvious choice to bring the suit
was Ken Paxton of Texas, an ardent pro-
ponent of the president’s voter-fraud
narrative who had filed a number of law-
suits and legal memos challenging the
pandemic-related expansion of mail-in
voting. But he was compromised by a
criminal investigation into whether he
had inappropriately used his office to
help a wealthy friend and donor. (He has
denied wrongdoing.)

The Trump allies made a particularly
intense appeal to Louisiana’s attorney
general, Jeffrey M. Landry, a member of
Lawyers for Trump and, at the time, the
head of the Republican Attorneys Gen-
eral Association.

He declined. Mr. Paxton would be the
one. He decided to carry the case forward
even after lawyers in his own office ar-
gued against it, including his own solici-
tor general, Kyle D. Hawkins, who re-
fused to let his name be added to any
complaint.

On Dec. 7, Mr. Paxton signed an un-
usual contract to hire Mr. Joseph as a

special outside counsel, at no cost to the
State of Texas. Mr. Joseph referred ques-
tions about his role to the Texas attorney
general; Mr. Paxton declined to
comment.

The same day the contract was signed,
Mr. Paxton filed his complaint with the
Supreme Court. Mr. Joseph was listed as
a special counsel, but the brief did not
disclose that it had been written by out-
side parties.

The lawsuit was audacious in its scope.
It claimed that, without their legisla-
tures’ approval, Georgia, Michigan,
Pennsylvania and Wisconsin had made
unconstitutional last-minute election-
law changes, helping create the condi-
tions for widespread fraud. Citing a lit-
any of convoluted and speculative allega-
tions — including one involving Domi-
nion voting machines — it asked the
court to shift the selection of their Elec-
toral College delegates to their legisla-
tures, effectively nullifying 20 million
votes.

Condemnation, some of it from conser-
vative legal experts, rained down. The
suit made “a mockery of federalism” and
“would violate the most fundamental
constitutional principles,” read a brief
from a group of Republican office holders
and former administration officials.
Putting a finer point on it, Richard L.
Hasen, an election-law scholar at the
University of California, Irvine, called it
“a heaping pile of a lawsuit.”

One lawyer knowledgeable about the
planning, speaking on the condition of
anonymity, said: “There was no plausi-
ble chance the court will take this up. It
was really disgraceful to put this in front
of justices of the Supreme Court.”

Even the Republican attorney general
of Georgia, Chris Carr, said it was “consti-
tutionally, legally and factually wrong.”

That prompted a call from the presi-
dent, who warned Mr. Carr not to inter-
fere, an aide to the attorney general con-
firmed. The pressure campaign was on.

The next day, Dec. 9, Representative
Mike Johnson of Louisiana sent an email
to his colleagues with the subject line,
“Time-sensitive request from President
Trump.” The congressman was putting
together an amicus brief in support of the
Texas suit; Mr. Trump, he wrote, “specifi-
cally asked me to contact all Republican
Members of the House and Senate today
and request that all join.” The president,
he noted, was keeping score: “He said he
will be anxiously awaiting the final list to
review.”

Some 126 Republican House members,
including the caucus leader, Mr. McCar-
thy, signed on to the brief, which was fol-
lowed by a separate brief from the presi-
dent himself. “This is the big one. Our
Country needs a victory!” Mr. Trump
tweeted. Privately, he asked Senator Ted
Cruz of Texas to argue the case.

On Fox, Sean Hannity, who spoke reg-
ularly with the president, declared that
“tonight, every decent Republican attor-
ney general with a brain needs to get
busy working on their amicus briefs to
support this Texas suit.”

In fact, the Missouri solicitor general,
D. John Sauer, was already circulating an
email, giving Republican attorneys gen-
eral less than 24 hours to decide whether
to join a multistate brief.

And once again, red flags were going
up among the attorneys generals’ staff,
emails obtained by The Times show.

“The decision whether we join this am-
icus is more political than it is legal,”
James E. Nicolai, North Dakota’s deputy
solicitor general, wrote to his boss.

“I still think it is most likely that the
Court will deny this in one sentence,” Mr.
Nicolai wrote in a follow-up email, which
was also sent to the attorney general,
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Thousands of Trump supporters filled Freedom Plaza on Dec. 12 in Washington, culminating the “Stop the Steal” tour organized by Women for America First. Marjorie Taylor Greene, the con-
spiracy theorist recently elected to Congress, urged the crowd not to give up. The rally also attracted militia groups from around the country, including the Oath Keepers and the Proud Boys.

Wayne Stenehjem.

But the brief was gaining momentum,
closing in on support from two-thirds of
the Republican attorneys general, 18 in
all. At the last minute, Mr. Stenehjem de-
cided to become one of them, leading Mr.
Nicolai to send another email.

“Wonder what made Wayne decide to
sign on?” he wrote.

At Mr. Trump’s urging, the Republican
Attorneys General Association made one
final play, asking Mr. Barr to back the
suit. He refused.

On Dec. 11, the court declined to hear
the case, ruling that Texas had noright to
challenge other states’ votes.

‘We the People Decide’

If the highest court in the land couldn’t do
it, there had to be some other way.

And so they came the next day, by the
thousands, to a long-planned rally in
Washington, filling Freedom Plaza with
red MAGA caps and Trump and QAnon
flags, vowing to carry on. The president’s
legal campaign to subvert the election
might have been unraveling, but their
most trusted sources of information
were glossing over the cascading losses,
portraying as irrefutable the evidence of
rampant fraud.

“The justice system has a purpose in
our country, but the courts do not decide
who the next president of the United
States of America will be,” the freshly
pardoned former national security advis-
er, Mr. Flynn, told the crowd. “We the
people decide.”

There was encouragement from fig-
ures like Marjorie Taylor Greene, the
conspiracy theorist just elected to Con-
gress from Georgia, and Senator Marsha
Blackburn of Tennessee, beamed in on a
giant video screen.

“Hey there, all of you happy warrior
freedom fighters,” Ms. Blackburn said.
“We’re glad you're there standing up for
the Constitution, for liberty, for justice.”

The rally had been planned by Women
for America First, which was quietly be-
coming the closest thing Mr. Trump had
to a political organizing force, gathering
his aggrieved supporters behind the lie
of a stolen election.

The group’s founder, Amy Kremer, had
been one of the original Tea Party organ-
izers, building the movement through
cross-country bus tours. She had been
among the earliest Trump supporters,
forming a group called Women Vote
Trump along with Ann Stone, ex-wife of
the longtime Trump adviser Roger
Stone.

With donors including the Trump-affil-
iated America First Policies, Women for
America First had rallied support for the
Supreme Court nomination of Amy Co-
ney Barrett and defended Mr. Trump
during his first impeachment.

The group’s executive director was
Ms. Kremer’s daughter, Kylie Jane Kre-
mer, who recently worked on Sean Han-
nity’s radio show. Two organizers helping
the effort, Jennifer Lawrence and Dustin
Stockton, were close to Mr. Bannon, hav-
ing worked at Breitbart and then at his
nonprofit seeking private financing to
help complete Mr. Trump’s border wall.
(In August, federal prosecutors accused
Mr. Bannon of defrauding the nonprofit’s
donors, after an investigation that in-
cluded a raid of Ms. Lawrence and Mr.
Stockton’s motor home; they were not
implicated, and Mr. Bannon, who
pleaded not guilty, was later pardoned by
the president.)

A onetime organizer for the hard-line
Gun Owners of America, according to his
LinkedIn page, Mr. Stockton had come to
know members of the Three Percenters

militia group. He had an online newslet-
ter, Tyrant’s Curse, whose credo was, “A
well-armed and self-reliant populace,
who take personal responsibility and put
their faith in God, can never be op-
pressed and will never be ruled.” One
post featured a photo from the Dec. 12
rally — Mr. Stockton posing with several
Three Percenter “brothers” in military-
grade body armor.

Ms. Lawrence had personal ties to Mr.
Trump. Her father was a real estate bro-
ker in the Hudson Valley, where Mr.
Trump has a golf club and his sons have a
hunting ranch. “He’s done business with
Mr. Trump for over a decade, so I've had
the opportunity of meeting the president
and interacting with him on a lot of occa-
sions,” she said in an interview. She also
knew Mr. Flynn through their mutual as-
sociation with a conservative think tank,
she said.

Within hours of the last poll closings on
election night, Women for America First
had started organizing, forming one of
the first major “Stop the Steal” Facebook
groups — shut down within 22 hours for
posts that the platform said could lead to
violence — and holding the first major
rally on the Mall, on Nov. 14. The rally
permit predicted 10,000 protesters; the
crowd was far larger.

“The letdown of the election was kind
of put aside,” Mr. Stockton said in an in-
terview. “It was like, ‘We have a new fight
to engage in.”

For the Kremers, Ms. Lawrence and
Mr. Stockton, the instrument of that fight

would be a reprise of the Tea Party Ex-
press, a bus tour to enlist state and fed-
eral lawmakers in Mr. Trump’s effort to
keep states from certifying results ahead
of the Electoral College vote. Equally im-
portant, it would be a megaphone to rally
the dejected faithful.

The group tapped new veins of financ-
ing, with sponsorships from Mr. Ban-
non’s “War Room,” which paid $5,000,
and Mr. Lindell, who said he believed he
gave $50,000. It helped the group lease
the bus and paint it MAGA red, with a
huge photo of Mr. Trump and the logos of
MyPillow, “War Room” and other spon-
sors emblazoned on the sides.

As they made their way across the
country, they reached out to local elected
officials and branches of the Republican
National Committee. But with the social
media platforms starting to block groups
promoting the stolen-election theory, Ms.
Lawrence explained, the bus tour would
also give “people the outlet that if they’d
been de-platformed, they were able to
come out and be around like-minded
people.”

Early on, the “Trump March” website
had included promotion for banned ex-
tremists and conspiracy theorists like
the white supremacist Mr. Taylor, vari-
ous QAnon “decoders” and the “Western
chauvinist” Proud Boys, according to a
version saved by the Internet Archive.
(The promotion was take down ahead of
the bus tour).

There were early warning signs of the
explosion to come.

In Tennessee, a church that was to host
arally canceled after threats of violence.
An evangelical pastor, Greg Locke, who
had gained national attention for calling
Covid-19 a “fake pandemic,” offered them
his church and joined the tour as a
speaker.

Following a rally in Des Moines, an
armed and armored protester shot a
Black teenager in the leg after she and
some friends drove by taunting the
crowd. An Army veteran named William
McKinney who followed the Proud Boys
on his Facebook page, The Des Moines
Register reported, was later charged
with attempted murder. (He has pleaded
not guilty; his lawyer says he was acting
in self-defense as the teenagers menaced
the crowd with their car.)

The tour was otherwise doing what it
was intended to do. Large crowds often
turned out, drawn in part by Mr. Lindell.
He had emerged as a star of the Trump
media universe in part by standing firm
as a major sponsor of Tucker Carlson on
Fox when other advertisers deserted
over, among other things, Mr. Carlson’s
remarks that white supremacy was “a
hoax”

In an interview, Mr. Lindell said he had
sponsored the bus tour so that he could
share the findings of investigations he
was financing — he was spending $1 mil-
lion in all — to produce evidence of voter
fraud, including for Ms. Powell’s Domi-
nion lawsuits.

“Donald Trump got so many votes that
they didn’t expect, it broke the algo-
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Ken Paxton, the attorney general of Texas, above, filed suit on Dec. 8 in the Supreme Court, alleging widespread
voter fraud and arguing that the rights of voters in his state had been violated. A Republican member of Con-

gress, Mike Johnson of Louisiana, sent an email to colleagues seeking support for the suit. Some 126 members of the
House signed on. On Dec. 11, the court ruled that Texas had no right to challenge other states’ votes.

rithms in the machines,” he told the
crowd in Des Moines. “What they had to
do was backfill the votes.” Ms. Powell, he
said, had “the proof, 100 percent the
proof.”

Mr. Trump was watching and, seeing
the tour’s success, even helicoptered
above the Dec. 12 rally on Marine One.

But after the 12th, the group found it-
self in limbo — leading a restive move-
ment without a clear destination.

The Cavalry ‘Is Coming,
Mr. President’

The day after the Electoral College certi-
fied the votes as expected, Mitch McCon-
nell moved to bring the curtain down. He
called the president’s chief of staff, Mr.
Meadows, to say that he would be ac-
knowledging Mr. Biden as president-
elect that afternoon on the Senate floor.

Mr. McConnell had been holding off in
part because of the earlier assurances
from Mr. Meadows and Mr. Kushner, and
he had been inclined to believe them
when Mr. Trump finally freed the Gen-
eral Services Administration to begin the
transition. Yet even now, the president
was refusing to concede. “This fake elec-
tion can no longer stand,” he wrote on
Twitter. “Get moving Republicans.”

Perhaps most important in Mr. Mc-
Connell’s evolving calculus, internal
polls were showing that the Republicans’
strongest argument in the Georgia run-
offs was that a Republican-led Senate
would be a necessary check on a new —
and inevitable — Democratic
administration.

Mr. McConnell did not call the presi-
dent until after his speech congratulating
Mr. Biden. It was a perfunctory conver-
sation, with the president expressing his
displeasure. The men have not spoken
since.

At the White House, Mr. Trump was
still searching for ways to nullify the re-
sults, soliciting advice from allies like Mr.
Flynn, Mr. Giuliani and Ms. Powell.

On Dec. 18, he met with Mr. Byrne, Mr.
Flynn and Ms. Powell in a four-hour ses-
sion that started in the Oval Office and
ended in the White House residence,
where Swedish meatballs were served,
Mr. Byrne later recalled.

With a team of “cybersleuths,” Mr.
Byrne was working with Mr. Flynn and
Ms. Powell to develop and promote theo-
ries about Dominion and foreign interfer-
ence. Earlier, Mr. Flynn had publicly
raised the notion that the president
should use martial law to force arevote in
swing states.

The meeting descended into shouting
as a group that included Mr. Cipollone,
who had absorbed most of Mr. Trump’s
frustrations for weeks as he tried to stop
a number of legally questionable ideas,
tried to dissuade the president from en-
tertaining a range of options the visitors
were proposing. “It was really damned
close to fistfights,” Mr. Byrne recalled on
the “Operation Freedom” YouTube show.

By then, even Mr. Bannon had turned
on the Dominion theory he’d helped push
— it was time to present “evidence” or
move on, he said on his show a few days
later. And ultimately Mr. Trump agreed,
at least for the moment, to focus on a dif-
ferent goal: blocking congressional certi-
fication of the results on Jan. 6.

Mr. Meadows had connected the presi-
dent to Mr. Martin, the former North Car-
olina justice, who had a radical interpre-
tation of the Constitution: Vice President
Mike Pence, he argued, had the power to
stop the certification and throw out any
results he deemed fraudulent.

Continued on Following Page
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Mr. Trump spoke on Jan. 6 at the Save America rally near the Washington Monument. He took the stage at the Ellipse shortly before 1 p.m., calling on the tens of thousands before him to
carry his message to Republicans in the Capitol: “You'll never take back our country with weakness.” As he spoke, some were already breaching the outer perimeter at the Capitol.

77 Days:

From Preceding Page

In fact, under the Constitution and the
law, the vice president’s role is strictly
ministerial: He “shall” open envelopes
from each state, read the vote count and
ask if there are objections. Nothing more.

But that process, at the very least,
gave Mr. Trump and his congressional al-
lies an opening to stir up trouble — and a
cause to energize the base. If one senator
and one House member object to a state’s
results, the two chambers must convene
separately to debate, then reconvene to
vote. Rejection of the results requires
majority votes in both chambers.

Now, Women for America First had a
purpose, too. Objectors were already lin-
ing up in the House. So the group planned
a new bus tour, this one to travel from
state to state helping to sway persuad-
able senators — 11 by their count.

The cavalry “is coming, Mr. Presi-
dent,” Kylie Kremer tweeted to Mr.
Trump on Dec. 19.

This tour took on an edgier tone. Be-
fore heading out, the Kremers, Ms.
Lawrence and Mr. Stockton visited the
Tactical Response marksman training
center in Nashville. Its owner, James
Yeager, had had his gun permit sus-
pended in 2013 after posting a video in
which he threatened to “start killing peo-
ple” if the Obama administration banned
assault rifles.

At the training center, Kylie Kremer
and Ms. Lawrence taped an episode of
Mr. Yeager’s “Tactical Response”
YouTube show, promoting their tour.
They also documented the afternoon
with a campy Facebook video of them-
selves cradling assault weapons and
flanking Mr. Stockton, who narrated.

“See, in America, we love our Second
Amendment like we love our women:
strong. Isn’t that right, girls?”

Ms. Lawrence whooped. “That’s
right,” she replied. “Second Amendment,
baby.”

By the time the bus pulled into West
Monroe, La., for a New Year’s Day stop to
urge Senator John Kennedy to object to
certification, Mr. Trump was making it
clear to his followers that a rally at the
Ellipse in Washington on Jan. 6 was part
of his plan. On Twitter, he promoted the
event five times that day alone.

The M.C. of the Louisiana stop, the Tea
Party activist James Lyle, announced
that the next day’s event in Missouri was
now going to be a thank-you — Senator
Josh Hawley had just become the first
senator to announce that he would ob-
ject. “You’ve got to thank them when
they do the right thing,” Mr. Lyle said.

But talk at the rally was tilting toward
what to do if they didn’t.

“We need our president to be con-
firmed through the states on the 6th,”
said Couy Griffin, the founder of Cow-
boys for Trump. “And right after that,
we're going to have to declare martial
law”

The next day, Mr. Kennedy announced
that he would sign on, too.

‘Standing at the
Precipice of History’

On Saturday, Jan. 2, Kylie Kremer posted
a promotional video for Wednesday’s
rally on Twitter, along with a message:
“BE A PART OF HISTORY.”

rumps Campaign to

The president shared her post and
wrote: “I’ll be there! Historic day.”

Though Ms. Kremer held the permit,
the rally would now effectively become a
White House production. After 12,000
miles of drumbeating through 44 stops in
more than 20 states, they would be hand-
ing over their movement to the man
whose grip on power it had been devised
to maintain.

There were new donors, including the
Publix supermarket heiress Julie Jenk-
ins Fancelli. She gave $300,000 in an ar-
rangement coordinated through the in-
ternet conspiracy theorist Alex Jones,
who pledged $50,000 as well, The Wall
Street Journal reported.

New planners also joined the team,
among them Caroline Wren, a former
deputy to Kimberly Guilfoyle, the Trump
fund-raiser and partner of Donald
Trump Jr. The former Trump campaign
adviser Katrina Pierson was the liaison
to the White House, a former administra-
tion official said. The president dis-
cussed the speaking lineup, as well as the
music to be played, according to a person
with  direct knowledge of the
conversations.

For Mr. Trump, the rally was to be the
percussion line in the symphony of sub-
version he was composing from the Oval
Office.

That Saturday, Mr. Trump had called
the Georgia secretary of state, Brad Raf-
fensperger, and pressed him, unsuccess-
fully, to “find” the 11,780 votes needed to
win the state.

Mr. Barr had resigned in December.
But behind the back of the acting attor-
ney general, Jeffrey A. Rosen, the presi-
dent was plotting with the Justice De-
partment’s acting civil division chief,
Jeffrey Clark, and a Pennsylvania con-
gressman named Scott Perry to pressure
Georgia to invalidate its results, investi-
gate Dominion and bring a new Supreme
Court case challenging the entire elec-
tion. The scheming came to an abrupt
halt when Mr. Rosen, who would have
been fired under the plan, assured the
president that top department officials
would resign en masse.

That left the congressional certifica-
tion as the main event.

Mr. McConnell had been working for
weeks to keep his members in line. In a
mid-December conference call, he had
urged them to hold off and protect the
two Republican runoff candidates in
Georgia from having to take a difficult
stand.

When Mr. Hawley stepped forward,
according to Republican senators, Mr.
McConnell hoped at least to keep him
isolated.

But Mr. Cruz was working at cross-
purposes, trying to conscript others to
sign a letter laying out his circular logic:
Because polling showed that Republi-
cans’ “unprecedented allegations” of
fraud had convinced two-thirds of their
party that Mr. Biden had stolen the elec-
tion, it was incumbent on Congress to at
least delay certification and order a 10-
day audit in the “disputed states.” Mr.
Cruz, joined by 10 other objectors, re-
leased the letter on the Saturday after
New Year’s.

Mr. McConnell knew that Senator Tom
Cotton of Arkansas, among the most con-
servative Republicans, had been plan-
ning to come out publicly against the
gambit. Now the majority leader called
Mr. Cotton, according to a Republican fa-

miliar with the conversation, and urged
him to do so as soon as possible. Mr. Cot-
ton quickly complied.

It was coming down to a contest of
wills within the Republican Party, and
tens of thousands of Trump supporters
were converging on Washington to send
a message to those who might defy the
president.

The rally had taken on new branding,
the March to Save America, and other
groups were joining in, among them the
Republican Attorneys General Associa-
tion. Its policy wing, the Rule of Law De-
fense Fund, promoted the event in a
robocall that said, “We will march to the
Capitol building and call on Congress to
stop the steal,” according to a recording
obtained by the progressive investiga-
tive group Documented.

Mr. Stockton said he was surprised to
learn on the day of the rally that it would
now include a march from the Ellipse to
the Capitol. Before the White House be-
cameinvolved, he said, the plan had been
to stay at the Ellipse until the counting of
state electoral slates was completed.

The president’s involvement also
meant that some speakers from the orig-
inal Women for America First lineup
would be dropped from the main event.
So, Mr. Stockton said, he arranged to
have them speak the night before at a
warm-up rally at Freedom Plaza.

That event had been planned by a sis-
ter group, the 80 Percent Coalition,
founded by Cindy Chafian, a former or-
ganizer with Women for America First.

“What we’re doing is unprecedented,”
Ms. Chafian said as she kicked off the
rally. “We are standing at the precipice of
history, and we are ready to take our
country back.” Addressing Mr. Trump,
she said: “We heard your call. We are
here for you.”

One scheduled speaker would not be in
Washington that night: the Proud Boys’
leader, Enrique Tarrio. A judge had ban-
ished him from the city after his arrest on
charges of destruction of property and il-
legal weapons possession.

To a great roar from the plaza, Ms.
Chafian cried, “I stand with the Proud
Boys, because I'm tired of the lies,” and

she praised other militant nationalist
groups in the crowd, including the Oath
Keepers and the Three Percenters.

Speakers including Mr. Byrne, Mr.
Flynn, Mr. Jones, Mr. Stone and the Ten-
nessee pastor Mr. Locke spoke of Domi-
nion machines switching votes and Bi-
den ballots “falling from the sky,” of “ene-
mies at the gate” and Washington’s
troops on the Delaware in 1776, of a fight
between “good and evil”

“Take it back,” the crowd chanted.
“Stop the steal”

As the rally wound down in a cold driz-
zle, groups of young men wearing Kevlar
vests and helmets began appearing to-
ward the back of the plaza. Some carried
bats and clubs, others knives. Some were
Proud Boys, but more sported the insig-
nia of the Three Percenters.

One of the men, with a line of stitches
running through his ear, told a reporter:
“We’re not backing down any more. This
is our country” Another, holding a bat,
cut the conversation short. “We know
what to do with people like you,” he said.

Mr. Trump took the stage at the Ellipse
the next day shortly before 1 p.m., calling
on the tens of thousands before him to
carry his message to Republicans in the
Capitol: “You’ll never take back our
country with weakness.”

As he spoke, some protesters, with
Proud Boys helping take the lead, were
already breaching the outer security pe-
rimeter around the Capitol. Inside, when
Mr. Gosar stood to raise the first objec-
tion, to results in his home state of Ari-
zona, several Republican lawmakers
gave him a standing ovation.

Less than an hour later, the lawmakers
would flee to a secure location as the mob
streamed into the building.

By that point, with “all hell breaking
loose,” as Mr. Stockton put it, he and Ms.
Lawrence decided to take golf carts back
to their room at the Willard Hotel and,
“await instructions about whether to go
back to the Ellipse.”

Women for America First put out a
statement. “We are saddened and disap-
pointed at the violence that erupted on
Capitol Hill, instigated by a handful of
bad actors, that transpired after the
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The president’s supporters, emboldened by the lie of a stolen election,
breached the halls of Congress to stop the certification of the vote. Tear
gas was eventually used to break up the crowd on the Capitol steps.

Subvert the Election

rally,” it read. (The Kremers did not pro-
vide comment for this article.)

At least one of those actors had been
part of their tour — Mr. Griffin, the Cow-
boys for Trump founder, who was later
arrested and charged with knowingly
entering a restricted building. The fed-
eral charging documents cited a Face-
book post in which he vowed to return
and leave “blood running out of that
building” Others arrested included
members of the Proud Boys and the
Three Percenters.

On Jan. 15, Mr. Trump acquiesced to an
Oval Office meeting with Mr. Lindell,
who arrived with two sets of documents.
One, provided by a lawyer he would not
name, included a series of steps Mr.
Trump could take, including “martial law
if necessary” The other, Mr. Lindell
claimed in an interview the next day, was
computer code indicating that China and
other state actors had altered the elec-
tion results — vetted by his own investi-
gators after he found it online.

“I said: ‘Mr. President, I have great
news. You won with 79 million votes, and
Biden had 68 million, ” he recalled. (Mr.
Biden had more than 80 million votes, to
Mr. Trump’s 74 million; Homeland Secu-
rity officials have rejected the allega-
tions of foreign meddling.)

A couple of minutes later, Mr. Trump
directed his national security adviser,
Robert O’Brien, to escort Mr. Lindell up-
stairs, to Mr. Cipollone’s office. He told
the MyPillow founder to come back
afterward.

After a perfunctory discussion, aides
directed Mr. Lindell to the exit. “I say it
loud, ‘'m not leaving,” he recalled
telling them. He eventually left when an
aide made it clear there would be no Oval
Office follow-up. The president was
done.

The violence at the Capitol, and Con-
gress’s eventual certification of Mr. Bi-
den’s victory that day, may have spelled
the end of Mr. Trump’s postelection cam-
paign. The same cannot be said about the
political staying power, the grip on the
Republican faithful, of the lie he set in
motion.

In the Senate, Mr. McConnell, who lost
his majority leader’s gavel with dual de-
feats in Georgia, initially indicated that
he might vote against Mr. Trump in an
impeachment trial. But amid rising fury
in the Republican ranks, he ultimately
voted with most of his colleagues in an
unsuccessful attempt to cancel the trial
altogether. With only five defectors,
though, any thought of a conviction
seemed dead on arrival.

In the House, moves were afoot to re-
cruit primary challengers to the 10 Re-
publicans who had voted for
impeachment.

It was all as Ms. Lawrence had pre-
dicted. “The MAGA movement is more
than just Donald Trump,” she said in an
interview. “This is not going to go away
when he leaves office.”

Mr. Lindell now says he has spent $2
million and counting on his continuing
investigations of voting machines and
foreign interference.

And Mr. Stockton recently announced
a new plan on his Facebook page: a
“MAGA Sellout Tour”

“What we do now is we take note of the
people who betrayed President Trump in
Congress and we get them out of Con-
gress,” he said. “We’re going to make the
Tea Party look tiny in comparison.”
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This article is by Jennifer Valentino-De-
Vries, Grace Ashford, Denise Lu, Eleanor Lutz,
Alex Leeds Matthews and Karen Yourish.

In the weeks since the Jan. 6 attack on the
Capitol, federal prosecutors have an-
nounced criminal charges against more
than 175 people — less than a quarter of
those involved in the melee, but enough to
provide a rough portrait of the mob and the
sprawling investigation into its actions.

At least 21 of those charged so far had ties
to militant groups and militias, according to
court documents and other records. At least
22 said they were current or former mem-
bers of the military. More than a dozen were
clear supporters of the conspiracy theory
QAnon. But a majority expressed few organ-
izing principles, outside a fervent belief in
the false assertion that President Donald J.
Trump had won re-election.
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Arrested in Riot: Organized Militants and a Mob of Radicals

The accused came from at least 39 states,
as far away as Hawaii. At least three were
state or local officials, and three were police
officers. Some were business owners; oth-
ers were unemployed or made their living
as conservative social media personalities.
Many made comments alluding to revolu-
tion and violence, while others said the pro-
tests had been largely peaceful.

A New York Times review of federal
cases through the end of January suggests
that many of those in the horde were likely
disorganized, but some groups and individ-
uals came to the events of Jan. 6 trained and
prepared for battle. The early charges set
the stage for those to come as the Justice
Department promises to prosecute even
those accused of misdemeanor trespass,
and also devotes resources to more serious
crimes, like conspiracy and homicide.

11 have been charged with conspiracy.

Prosecutors have said some of the people in-
volved in the riot could face charges of sedi-
tious conspiracy, which requires proof that
rioters planned to use force to oppose the
authority of the United States government
or to hinder the execution of its laws. Such
cases are complex because they require evi-
dence not only of planning but also intent,
and no such charges have yet been filed.
The few conspiracy charges that the gov-
ernment has already brought provide clues
to how these investigations might grow.
Two cases with conspiracy charges ap-
pear limited in scope, including one involv-
ing two friends from Texas who posted pic-
tures of themselves on Facebook at the Cap-
itol with the caption “You want to steal our
election, and not hear us in court? Good!

Thomas Edward Caldwell, 66

From Berryville, Va.

Charges: Conspiracy, Property crimes,
Trespassing or disrupting Congress

Donovan Ray Crowl, 50

From Woodstock, Ohio

Conspiracy, Property crimes,
Trespassing or disrupting Congress

Nicholas DeCarlo, 30

Far-right media personality from Fort Worth
Conspiracy, Property crimes,

Trespassing or disrupting Congress

Lisa Marie Eisenhart, 56

Nurse from Woodstock, Ga.

Conspiracy, Interference with law enforcement,
Trespassing or disrupting Congress

Alex Kirk Harkrider, 32

From Carthage, Texas

Conspiracy, Weapons crimes,
Trespassing or disrupting Congress

Eric Gavelek Munchel, 30

Bartender from Nashville

Conspiracy, Interference with law enforcement,
Trespassing or disrupting Congress

Now you’ll hear our civil unrest!” and a
mother and son recognized from photo-
graphs with the son, Eric Gavelek Munchel,
30, carrying zip-tie handcuffs.

But other more prominent cases involv-
ing conspiracy charges cite the involvement
of two major right-wing groups: the Oath
Keepers militia and the Proud Boys, a na-
tionalist organization. In both of those mat-
ters, prosecutors have already referenced
other unnamed participants who they say
were involved, hinting that the number of
accused conspirators is likely to grow.

“As with a traditional criminal case, you
build up through the organization,” said
Anne Milgram, an ex-prosecutor and for-
mer attorney general of New Jersey who
has been a frequent critic of Mr. Trump.

Ryan Taylor Nichols, 30

Business owner from Longview, Texas
Conspiracy, Assault, Interference with law
enforcement, Weapons crimes, Trespassing or
disrupting Congress

Nicholas R. Ochs, 34

Far-right media personality from Honolulu
Conspiracy, Property crimes,

Trespassing or disrupting Congress

William Pepe, 31

M.T.A. worker from Beacon, N.V.

Conspiracy, Interference with law enforcement,
Trespassing or disrupting Congress

Dominic Pezzola, 43

From Rochester, N.Y.

Conspiracy, Assault, Interference with law
enforcement, Property crimes, Trespassing or
disrupting Congress

Jessica Marie Watkins, 38

Bartender from Champaign County, Ohio
Conspiracy, Property crimes,
Trespassing or disrupting Congress

At least 21 have possible ties to

More than 10 percent of those now facing
federal charges have expressed allegiance
to or affinity for militant groups, according
to the court records or other documentation
like video footage of group events. Some
hold leadership roles, while others are de-
scribed by prosecutors as wearing their
group’s paraphernalia or discussing plans
to travel to the Jan. 6 protests with mem-
bers.

Four members of the Proud Boys were re-
cently charged with conspiracy. Seven
other people with possible ties to the group
were arrested and publicly charged in Janu-
ary, including one of the group’s leaders, Jo-
seph Randall Biggs.

On Wednesday, the Justice Department
charged an additional Proud Boys leader,
Ethan Nordean, and still others are known
to have been near the Capitol during the
riot. The Times based its analysis on
charges made public through Jan. 31, so
these people were not included.

Three people affiliated with the Oath
Keepers militia have been charged with
conspiracy to interfere with law enforce-
ment officers and obstruct a proceeding of
Congress. Two others who demonstrated af-
finity for the group are facing other federal
charges. Several more people wearing in-
signia of the group or moving in concert

At least 11 of them have possible ties
to the Proud Boys.

Nicholas DeCarlo, 30

Far-right media personality from Fort Worth
Charges: Conspiracy, Property crimes,
Trespassing or disrupting Congress

Nicholas R. Ochs, 34

Far-right media personality from Honolulu
Conspiracy, Property crimes,

Trespassing or disrupting Congress

William Pepe, 31

M.T.A. worker from Beacon, N.Y.

Conspiracy, Interference with law enforcement,
Trespassing or disrupting Congress

Dominic Pezzola, 43

From Rochester, N.Y.

Conspiracy, Assault, Interference with law
enforcement, Property crimes, Trespassing or
disrupting Congress

Gabriel Augustin Garcia, 40
Construction business owner from Miami
Interference with law enforcement,
Trespassing or disrupting Congress

Joshua Pruitt, 39

Bartender from Silver Spring, Md.
Interference with law enforcement,
Property crimes, Trespassing or disrupting
Congress

Andrew Ryan Bennett, 36
From Columbia, Md.
Trespassing or disrupting Congress

Bryan Betancur
From Silver Spring, Md.
Trespassing or disrupting Congress

Joseph Randall Biggs, 37
From Ormond Beach, Fla.
Trespassing or disrupting Congress

Daniel Goodwyn, 32
Web developer from San Francisco
Trespassing or disrupting Congress

Christopher M. Kelly, 44
From New City, N.Y.
Trespassing or disrupting Congress

militant groups.

with them appear in videos of the mob but
have not been charged.

Followers of other groups, such as the
Three Percenters, were also present on Jan.
6, as were people who publicly aligned
themselves with white supremacist organi-
zations like Patriot Front. While the vast
majority of those who stormed the Capitol
may not have pledged membership in such
groups, some did adopt related language
and imagery, by showing a “white power”
hand sign in photos or wearing clothing
with battle insignia or mockery of the Holo-
caust.

Although organized groups may have
played an important role in the attack, most
people identified so far were more loosely
affiliated. In part, this reflects the slower de-
velopment of cases with conspiracy
charges, but it is also consistent with pat-
terns of radicalization on the far right in re-
centyears, said Cynthia Miller-Idriss, direc-
tor of the Polarization and Extremism Re-
search and Innovation Lab at American
University.

“The majority appear to be individuals
who are not card-carrying members of par-
ticular groups,” she said. “There is nothing
they are identifying with other than an over-
arching set of ideologies and misinforma-
tion.”

At least 5 have possible ties
to the Oath Keepers.

Thomas Edward Caldwell, 66

From Berryville, Va.

Charges: Conspiracy, Property crimes,
Trespassing or disrupting Congress

Donovan Ray Crowl, 50

From Woodstock, Ohio

Conspiracy, Property crimes,
Trespassing or disrupting Congress

Jessica Marie Watkins, 38

Bartender from Champaign County, Ohio
Conspiracy, Property crimes,
Trespassing or disrupting Congress

Larry Rendall Brock Jr., 53
Former pilot from Grapevine, Texas
Trespassing or disrupting Congress

Jon Ryan Schaffer, 52
Musician from Columbus, Ind.
Trespassing or disrupting Congress

At least 5 have possible ties
to other militant groups.

Robert Gieswein

Runs a paramilitary training program,

from Woodland Park, Colo.

Charges: Assault, Weapons crimes, Property
crimes, Trespassing or disrupting Congress

Barton Wade Shively, 53

From Mechanicsburg, Pa.

Assault, Interference with law enforcement,
Trespassing or disrupting Congress

Guy Wesley Reffitt, 48
Drilling rig worker from Wylie, Texas
Threats, Trespassing or disrupting Congress

Rasha N. Abual-Ragheb, 40
Licensed cosmetologist from Fairfield, N.J.
Trespassing or disrupting Congress

Douglas Sweet, 58
From Hudgins, Va.
Trespassing or disrupting Congress

26 are charged with conspiracy crimes or assault

Daniel Page
Adams

Alex Kirk
Harkrider

William
Pepe

Wilmar Jeovanny Thomas Edward
Montano Alvarado Caldwell

Emanuel
Jackson

Dominic
Pezzola

Douglas Austin
Jensen

Ryan Stephen
Samsel

Mathew
Capsel

Chad Barrett
Jones

Robert
Sanford

Donovan Ray
Crowl

Edward Jacob
Lang

Barton Wade
Shively

Nicholas
DeCarlo

Mark Jefferson
Leffingwell

Jessica Marie
Watkins

Lisa Marie
Eisenhart

Patrick Edward
McCaughey IlI

Scott Kevin
Fairlamb

Eric Gavelek
Munchel

43 are charged with interference with law enforcement, weapons crimes,
threats or property crimes but not conspiracy or assault

Christopher
Michael Alberts

Nathaniel J.
DeGrave

Joshua Calvin
Hughes

Guy Wesley
Reffitt

Dustin Byron
Thompson

107 are charged with trespassing or disrupting Congress only

Rasha N.
Abual-Ragheb

Matthew
Bledsoe

Michael
Curzio

Jacob
Fracker

Brian
Gundersen

Kevin
Loftus

David Charles
Mish Jr.

Christine
Priola

Mark
Sahady

Michael
Stepakoff

Hector Emmanuel
Vargas Santos

Tommy Frederick Richard

Allan

Hunter Allen
Ehmke

Adam
Johnson

Jeffrey P.
Sabol

William Wright
Watson

Stephen Michael
Ayres

James
Bonet

Michael Shane
Daughtry

Thomas
Gallagher

Peter J.
Harding

John
Lolos

Nicolas Anthony
Moncada

Blake A.
Reed

Diana
Santos-Smith

John Herbert
Strand

William
Vogel

Barnett

Troy Elbert
Faulkner

Klete Derik
Keller

Ronald L.
Sandlin

Riley June
Williams

Dawn
Bancroft

Larry Rendall
Brock Jr.

Karl Friedrich-
Johannes Dresch

Christina
Gerding

Andrew
Hatley

Robert Anthony
Lyon

Patrick
Montgomery

JordanT.
Revlett

Jon Ryan
Schaffer

Kevin
Strong

Joshua
Wagner

Craig Michael
Bingert

Gabriel Augustin
Garcia

Joshua R.
Lollar

Hunter
Seefried

Thomas
Baranyi

Terry
Brown

Valerie Elaine
Ehrke

Jason
Gerding

Edward E.
Hemenway Il

Kevin James
Lyons

Henry Phillip
Muntzer

JorgeA.
Riley

Kevin
Seefried

Marissa A.
Suarez

Bradley
Weeks

Gina Michelle
Bisignano

Vitali
GossJankowski

Cleveland Grover
Meredith Jr.

Troy Anthony
Smocks

Robert L.
Bauer

William McCall
Calhoun Jr.

Andrew C.
Ericson

Anthime Joseph
Gionet

Jacob
Hiles

Dominick
Madden

Christopher W.
Ortiz

Jesus
Rivera

Dennis
Sidorski

Douglas
Sweet

Andrew
Williams

Samuel
Camargo

Christopher Ray
Grider

Garret
Miller

Michael
Sparks

Damon Michael
Beckley

AlbertA.
Ciarpelli

Derrick
Evans

Simone Melissa
Gold

Suzanne
lanni

Anthony R.
Mariotto

Robert Keith
Packer

Thomas
Robertson

Mark
Simon

Patricia
Todisco

Dana Joe
Winn

Jacob Anthony
Chansley

Timothy Louis
Hale-Cusanelli

Matthew Ryan
Miller

Peter Francis
Stager

Andrew Ryan
Bennett

Josiah
Colt

Thomas
Fee

Daniel
Goodwyn

Kash Lee
Kelly

Felipe
Marquez

Matthew
Perna

Nicholas
Rodean

Jeffrey Alexander
Smith

Eric Chase
Torrens

Andrew
Wrigley

Lonnie Leroy
Coffman

Stephanie
Hazelton

Jorden Robert
Mink

Justin
Stoll

Bryan
Betancur

Cody Page Carter
Connell

Brandon
Fellows

Vaughn
Gordon

Leo Christopher
Kelly

Zachary Hayes
Martin

Rachael Lynn
Pert

Eliel
Rosa

Christopher
Raphael Spencer

Israel
Tutrow

Michael Joseph
Foy

Ryan Taylor
Nichols

Nolan B.
Cooke

Emily
Hernandez

Aaron
Mostofsky

Brandon
Straka

Joseph Randall
Biggs

Matthew Ross
Council

Samuel J.
Fisher

Couy
Griffin

Christopher
M. Kelly

Matthew Carl
Mazzocco

Tam Dinh
Pham

Bradley
Rukstales

Patrick Alonzo
Stedman

Chance Anthony
Uptmore

Robert
Gieswein

Nicholas R.
Ochs

Gracyn Dawn
Courtright

Jerod Wade
Hughes

Joshua
Pruitt

John Earle
Sullivan

Joshua Matthew
Black

Jenny Louise
Cudd

Cindy
Fitchett

Jack Jesse
Griffith

Jacob
Lewis

Justin
McAuliffe

Daniel Dink
Phipps

Jennifer Leigh
Ryan

Melody
Steele-Smith

James Herman
Uptmore

Notes: The 176 people reviewed in this article
had federal charges filed and unsealed as of Jan.
31. Trespassing and disrupting Congress includes
illegal entry, disorderly conduct and obstructing
official proceedings.

Additional reporting by Stella Cooper, Ben Decker, Cora Engelbrecht, Alan Feuer, Ben Protess, Rebecca Ruiz, Robin Stein and Christiaan Triebert.

Photo production by Amanda Cordero, Andrew Rodriguez and Jessica White.

Sources: Court documents in federal cases identified by the U.S. Department of Justice as being related to events at the U.S. Capitol on Jan. 6; Seamus Hughes, deputy director of the Pro-
gram on Extremism at George Washington University; public video, images, documents and social media. | Photo sources: Court documents; Stephanie Keith/Reuters; Nashville Police, via
Reuters; Toele County Sheriff’s Office; Joseph Prezioso/Agence France-Presse; Pinellas County Sheriff's Office, via Agence France-Presse; Jacob Ford/Odessa American via Associated Press;
Tim Fischer/Reporter-Telegram via Associated Press; Sam Thomas/Orlando Sentinel via Associated Press; Karen Warren/Houston Chronicle via Associated Press; local officials via Associated
Press (Washington County Sheriff’s Office, Grapevine Texas Police Department, Montgomery Jail, Polk County lowa Jail, Dallas County Sheriff’s Office, Missoula County Detention Facility,
Western Tidewater Regional Jail, Cleveland Metropolitan School District, Montgomery County Jail)
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The Impeachment of Donald J. Trump
° 9 °
McConnell Claims the Senate’'s Hands Were Tied
NEWS ANALYSIS

Scathing Tirade
After Submitting
Vote of Not Guilty

WASHINGTON — Senator
Mitch McConnell said he be-
lieved that Donald J. Trump was
undeniably guilty of a “disgrace-
ful dereliction of duty” on Jan. 6,

when he
TRUMP incited and
then failed to
ON TRIA[’ do anything to
CARL HULSE and  halt a deadly
NICHOLAS FANDOS assault on the
Capitol.

“There’s no question — none
— that President Trump is prac-
tically and morally responsible
for provoking the events of the
day,” Mr. McConnell, the Ken-
tucky Republican and minority
leader, declared Saturday after-
noon in an anti-Trump diatribe so
scathing that it could have been
delivered by any of the nine
House prosecutors seeking a
conviction.

But minutes before he spoke,
when it came time for the most
powerful Republican in Washing-
ton to hold Mr. Trump to account
on the charge of causing the riot,
Mr. McConnell said his hands
were tied. It could not be done,
he argued. He voted to acquit.

“We have no power to convict
and disqualify a former office-
holder who is now a private
citizen,” Mr. McConnell, who said
he reached that conclusion after
“intense reflection,” said as he
delivered a lawyerly explanation
on the limits of Senate power.

Offering his most damning
condemnation of Mr. Trump to
date, Mr. McConnell accused the
former president of spreading
lies about a stolen election that
he knew would stoke dangerous
acts by his followers — though
the senator said little about his
own refusal for weeks to recog-
nize President Biden’s victory,
which helped create the condi-
tions for Mr. Trump’s claims to
continue to spread, unchallenged
by top Republicans.

He spoke at length about the
unfortunate coincidence of tim-
ing that he said deprived the
Senate of jurisdiction in the trial,
alluding to “scheduling deci-
sions” by Speaker Nancy Pelosi
to withhold the impeachment
charge until Mr. Trump had left
office. He did not dwell on his
own refusal to call the Senate
back to hear the case while Mr.
Trump was still president, except
to say that he had been right
“not to entertain some light-
speed sham process to try to
outrun the loss of jurisdiction.”

Outraged Democrats saw the
approach as a classic McConnell
tactic: Create a politically expe-
dient standard and then argue
that the standard left him no
choice but to do what suited him
in the first place. They argued
that he had tried to have his
politics both ways, appeasing Mr.
Trump’s supporters with his vote
to acquit while trying to signal to
establishment figures that he
sided with them and they should
continuing backing Republican
candidates.

The dance around the convic-
tion question by Mr. McConnell
— a man usually eager to deploy
the might of the Senate to suit
his purposes — encapsulated the
dilemma of Republicans, 42 of
whom joined Mr. McConnell in
judging Mr. Trump not guilty and
delivering his second Senate
impeachment acquittal in little
more than a year. Only seven
voted to convict.

They themselves were the
victims of the attack. Violent
intruders rifled through their
centuries-old mahogany desks
and personal papers and sent
them fleeing down a back stair-
way for their lives, as the mob
loudly threatened the life of their
presiding officer, Vice President
Mike Pence. Most privately
acknowledge Mr. Trump was to
blame.

Yet most could not bring them-
selves to find him guilty of spark-
ing the chaos, brutality and
darkness that engulfed the Capi-
tol, for fear of potentially offend-
ing the Trump supporters Repub-
licans have come to rely on to
win elections, and will need
again in 2022 if they hope to
regain the Senate — a para-
mount goal of Mr. McConnell’s.

They offered myriad justifica-
tions. Like Mr. McConnell, they
said it was unconstitutional
given that Mr. Trump was no
longer president. They said Mr.
Trump used the fiery, pugnacious
language all politicians employ.
The timeline was fuzzy. Prosecu-
tors could not tie him explicitly
to the start of the riot. Bad prece-
dents would be set. Democrats
were acting out of political mal-
ice. This was a matter for crimi-
nal courts. They said he was not
the only one who contributed to
the toxic environment.

A staffer to the House impeachment managers kept tally as senators voted on whether to convict former President Donald J. Trump in his second impeachment trial.

“He has some responsibility, as
do many of the people in that
chamber today,” said Senator
Thom Tillis, Republican of North
Carolina.

Democrats said they were
stunned that most Republicans
would effectively give Mr. Trump
a pass for bringing about the
assault, particularly since it was
aimed at the Senate itself.

“It is shocking,” said Senator
Michael Bennet, Democrat of
Colorado.

“As strong as the indictment of
Donald Trump, it is also an in-
dictment of Republicans,” said
Senator Richard Blumenthal,
Democrat of Connecticut. “Nei-
ther has been convicted in a legal
sense, but in a moral and politi-
cal sense they have. How they
can try to walk away and look
the other way is beyond me.”

In his remarks on Saturday,
Mr. McConnell characterized his
delay in recognizing Mr. Biden as
defending “the president’s right
to bring any complaints to our
legal system. The legal system
spoke.” But rather than ending
his push to undermine the elec-
tion, Mr. McConnell said, it “just
really opened a new chapter of
even wilder, wilder and more
unfounded claims.”

“The leader of the free world
cannot spend weeks thundering
that shadowy forces are stealing
our country and then feign sur-
prise when people believe him
and do reckless things,” he said.

Mr. McConnell has been at the
center of the Republican im-
peachment intrigue since the
assault. The seven-term senator,
who considers himself a guard-
ian of the institution, was furious
over the events. He said Mr.
Trump had provoked the assault,
sending hints that he could vote
to find him guilty and prompting
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‘There’s no question — none — that President Trump is practically
and morally responsible for provoking the events of the day.’

SENATOR MITCH McCONNELL

speculation that he could become
the improbable ringleader of a
coalition of Republicans large
enough to secure a conviction.
But then, as it became clear
that the bulk of the party was
rallying behind the former presi-
dent, Mr. McConnell appeared to
have second thoughts, voting
twice to throw out the trial as
unconstitutional because Mr.
Trump was no longer in office.

As speculation built that he
might vote against Mr. Trump,
the Republican leader conceded
in an email to his colleagues
Saturday morning that although
he intended to vote to acquit, he
considered it a “close call”

Later, in his speech after the
acquittal, Mr. McConnell said his
reading of the Constitution
showed impeachment to be a
“narrow tool” meant to remove

officials from office, not pursue
them after they had left.

It was not an assessment all
Republicans shared. “This insti-
tution needs to respect itself
enough to tell the executive that
some lines cannot be crossed,”
said Senator Ben Sasse of Ne-
braska, one of the Republicans
who backed conviction.

Mr. McConnell has come to
despise the 45th president he

aided and accommodated for
four years, particularly in filling
federal judgeships. He now re-
gards Mr. Trump as a danger to
his party but is being cautious in
his handling of him.

Mr. McConnell had considered
voting to convict the former
president as a means of purging
him from the party, but allies
said he concluded that as his
party’s leader, he could not prac-
tically side with a minority of his
colleagues rather than the over-
whelming number who said the
trial was invalid and voted to
acquit. Instead, he mustered all
his rhetorical strength to try to
damage Mr. Trump’s credibility
at the close of the proceeding.

When the attack was under-
way, Mr. McConnell said, Mr.
Trump abdicated his responsibil-
ity as commander in chief, and
afterward, he refused to drop his
baseless election lies.

“Whatever reaction he says he
meant to produce by that after-
noon, we know he was watching
the same live television as the
rest of us,” Mr. McConnell said.
“A mob was assaulting the Capi-
tol in his name. These criminals
were carrying his banners, hang-
ing his flags and screaming their
loyalty to him.”

He added: “He did not do his
job. He did not take steps so
federal law could be faithfully
executed and order restored. No,
instead, according to public
reports, he watched television
happily — happily — as the
chaos unfolded.”

Mr. McConnell also rejected
one of the most explicit defenses
by Mr. Trump’s lawyers: that his
words had been no different than
those of any other politician
advocating a cause.

“That is different from what
we saw,” he said.

ERIN SCHAFF/THE NEW YORK TIMES

Some Highlights From Conclusion of the Trial

The conclusion of Donald J. Trump’s impeachment trial was briefly
cast into doubt on Saturday after a last-minute request for witness
testimony threatened to extend a proceeding on whether the presi-
dent had incited the Jan. 6 Capitol riot . But the House impeachment
managers who had raised the request quickly dropped the issue,
paving the way for closing arguments and a vote that delivered Mr.
Trump’s second acquittal of high crimes and misdemeanors. Here are
some takeaways from the fifth day of the trial. EILEEN SULLIVAN

The Senate acquits Trump on an
incitement charge.
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Murkowski of Alaska, Mitt Rom- :
ney of Utah, Ben Sasse of Nebras- :

ka and Patrick J. Toomey of Penn- :

party lines.

Trump.

dent was maligned by a biased

news media and was the victim of :

Reporting was contributed by Alan

and Glenn Thrush.

be held accountable.

“Senators, this cannot be the be- :

Democrats needed 17 Republi- ginning. It can’t be the new nor- :

cans to vote with them to convict ; Mal’ Mr. Neguse said on Satur- .
Mr. Trump of a single charge of : day. “It has to be the enfl. That de-
“incitement of insurrection” for cision is in your hands:

his role in the Capitol assault. In : " Aoy
the end, only seven broke ranks, : Trump a conviction, the criminal :
but that was one more than ex. : CaSes against his supporters for :
¢ their roles in the riot are building. :

Already, more than 200 people :

started.

Additional evidence produced
in the coming months could give a :
. . . sharper picture of Mr. Trump’s :
sylvania also voted to convict Mr.  role that day, leaving open the pos- :
. ¢ sibility that Saturday’s acquittal :
In the closing arguments, ML : ;)| not be the final word on his
Trump’s defense team denounced :
the deadly violence on Jan. 6 and :

maintained that the former presi- :

legacy.

Surprises and a condemnation.

¢ Mr. Burr, a reliably conservative :
vote from North Carolina, unex- :
: pectedly moved to convict Mr.
¢ Trump on Saturday.

Rappeport Emily Cochrane, Nich- :
olas Fandos, Maggie Haberman, :
Charlie Savage, Luke Broadwater :

¢ did not like the results,” Mr. Burr
¢ said in a statement Saturday af- :
¢ ternoon. “The evidence is compel- :
¢ ling that President Trump s guilty :
¢ of inciting an insurrection against :
¢ a coequal branch of government :
: and that the charge rises to the :
i level of high crimes and misde- :
: meanors.”

Mr. Burr, who is retiring when

his term ends after the 2022 elec- :

. . : tion, had, imes, a chilly rela- :
: aprotracted “vendetta” by his po- : tion, had, at times, a chilly rela

: litical opponents.

Representative Joe Neguse of :
Colorado, one of the impeachment
managers, raised the prospect of :
more politically motivated attacks :

tisan support for conviction of any in the future should Mr. Trump not :

of the four impeachments in :

¢ tionship with Mr. Trump. As head :
. of the Senate Intelligence Com- :
mittee, Mr. Burr led a bipartisan :
investigation into Russia’s inter- :
: leader, in which Mr. Trump is said

ference in the 2016 election.

While Mr. Burr’s vote was sur-
¢ prising, the vote by Senator Mitch :
i McConnell of Kentucky, the mi- :
nority leader, was more confound- :
¢ ing. i ative Jaime Herrera Beutler of
Mr. McConnell told colleagues :
¢ early Saturday that he would vote :

. to acquit the former president, : peach Mr. Trump, released a

But even as the trial spared Mr. ¢ and did so. But after the trial, Mr. :
McConnell took to the Senate floor :
¢ and said, “There is no question —
none — that President Trump is :
¢ practically and morally responsi- :
ble for provoking the events of the :
i cans.

day.”

Mr. McConnell has been a de- :
fender of the former president and :
even backed Mr. Trump’s refusal :
to concede the election for more :
than a month after Joseph R. Bi- :
i “They won’t get their noms, they

den Jr. was declared the winner.

Mr. McConnell said that al- :
© though Mr. Trump was responsi- : ferring to President Biden’s nomi-
: ble for the riot, the Senate should :
i not try a former president. Im- :
peachment, he said, is a “narrow :
: a speedy trial partly so they can

tool” meant to remove officials

¢ from office, not pursue them after- :
¢ ward.

“The president promoted un- : L
founded conspiracy theories to ; Senators reached a bipartisan
cast doubt on the integrity of a :

i free and fair election because he :

agreement not to extend the trial.

that have defined the trial, Repub-
lican and Democratic senators
agreed on Saturday that the pro-
ceedings should not be extended
with testimony from witnesses.
On Saturday morning, the Sen-
ate was prepared to hear closing
arguments from the prosecution

. and the defense, but plans for a
. swift end were threatened with an

11th-hour piece of evidence that
House impeachment managers
argued was crucial to their case:
details about a phone call with
Representative Kevin McCarthy
of California, the House minority

to have sided with the rioters as
his supporters stormed the Capi-
tol.

On Friday evening, Represent-

Washington, one of the 10 House
Republicans who had voted to im-

statement detailing a conversa-
tion she had with Mr. McCarthy in
which he described his conversa-
tion with the president.

The prospect of allowing wit-
ness testimony incensed Republi-

“If they want to drag this out,
we’ll drag it out,” Senator Joni
Ernst of lowa, a member of Senate
Republican leadership, said dur-
ing a break in the proceedings.

won’t get anything,” she said, re-
nations to fill top positions in his
administration.

Democrats have been eager for

focus on filling Mr. Biden’s cabinet

: and begin working on his agenda.

After behind-the-scenes negoti-

ations, both sides agreed to enter
i Ms. Herrera Beutler’s statement
Despite the partisan divisions :

into the record.

Despite Verdict,
No Exoneration,
Just an Escape

By PETER BAKER

Once again, former President
Donald J. Trump beat the rap and
once again he wasted no time
claiming victory. He released a
statement one minute before the
presiding officer in the Senate
even officially declared that he
had been acquitted on Saturday,
denouncing his impeachment as
“yet another phase of the great-
est witch hunt in the history of
our country.”

But this one was still different.
This one will come with an as-
terisk in the history books if not a
dark stain. This time Mr. Trump
did not have the East Room of the
White House to summon allies
for a celebration to crow about
eluding conviction. This was the
most bipartisan impeachment in
history and even the Republican
leader castigated him. This was
an escape, not an exoneration.

The president who emerged
from last year’s impeachment
trial feeling emboldened and
used his office to take revenge
against those he blamed for the
charges against him emerges
from this one defeated after one
term and secluded behind closed
doors in Florida with no govern-
ment power and an uncertain
political and legal future. He
forced most Republican senators
to stick with him in the trial, but
few of them defended his actions,
citing constitutional reasons for
their votes.

No one condemned him in
more forceful terms on Saturday
than one of those who voted to
acquit him, Senator Mitch Mc-
Connell of Kentucky, the Republi-
can leader who for four years
held his tongue and worked in
tandem with Mr. Trump but has
since washed his hands of him.
Mr. McConnell accused Mr.
Trump of a “disgraceful, dis-
graceful dereliction of duty” in
trying to overturn an election and
setting a mob loose on Congress
to block the formalization of his
defeat and he methodically de-
molished the former president’s
defense point by point.

“There’s no question, none,
that President Trump is practi-
cally and morally responsible for
provoking the events of the day,”
Mr. McConnell said. “No question
about it. The people who stormed
this building believed they were
acting on the wishes and instruc-
tions of their president. And
having that belief was a foresee-
able consequence of the growing
crescendo of false statements,
conspiracy theories and reckless
hyperbole which the defeated
president kept shouting into the
largest megaphone on planet
Earth.”

But the sting of his rebuke was
tempered by his vote, which Mr.
McConnell explained as an un-
avoidable consequence of his
belief that a Senate cannot put a
president on trial after he leaves
office. Democrats excoriated him
for trying to have it both ways,
stiff-arming a toxic leader of his
own party only when he was out
of office without actually holding
him accountable. But he also
validated the Democrats’ case
against Mr. Trump.

Nor was he the only Republi-
can to do so. Seven Senate Re-
publicans voted to convict Mr.
Trump, the most senators of a
president’s own party to turn
against him in an impeachment
trial in American history, follow-
ing the 10 House Republicans
who did so in the original vote a
month ago.

And some of the other Republi-
cans who voted for acquittal on
Saturday echoed Mr. McConnell’s
reproval. “The actions and reac-
tions of President Trump were
disgraceful, and history will
judge him harshly,” said Senator
Shelley Moore Capito of West
Virginia. Senator Rob Portman of
Ohio added, “President Trump
said and did things that were
reckless and encouraged the
mob.”

Representative Jamie Raskin,
Democrat of Maryland and the
lead House impeachment man-
ager, pointed out that the 57 to 43
vote was the highest total for
conviction of a president since
Andrew Johnson was acquitted
by a single vote in 1868 even if it
did not reach the two-thirds
required for conviction.

And Mr. Raskin argued that if
only 10 of the Republican sena-
tors who voted for acquittal justi-
fied their decisions strictly on the
same constitutional grounds that
Mr. McConnell did, that would
mean functionally two-thirds of
the Senate concluded that Mr.
Trump was guilty on the facts.

“The defendant, Donald John

Trump, was let off on a technical-
ity,” declared Representative
Joaquin Castro, Democrat of
Texas and another manager.

But Democrats were not en-
tirely sure whether to emphasize
the result as a moral victory or
condemn it as a shameful betray-
al by Republicans.

Even as Mr. Raskin was citing
Mr. McConnell’s comments as
vindication of the managers’
case, Speaker Nancy Pelosi
unexpectedly showed up at the
managers’ post-trial news con-
ference to upbraid Mr. McConnell
for “a very disingenuous speech”
in which he tried “to have it
every which way,” presumably to
assuage Republican donors.

Wary of losing Mr. McConnell,
who almost certainly could have
brought several votes with him
and perhaps even enough to
secure conviction, Mr. Trump
uncharacteristically avoided
antagonizing Republican sena-
tors during the trial. While he
was forced to scramble to find
lawyers willing to defend him
and ended up putting his case in
the hands of a personal injury
lawyer from Philadelphia, Mr.
Trump knew going in that he
most likely had the votes for
acquittal as long as he kept quiet.

His lawyers misstated facts
and at times aggravated Republi-
cans and Mr. Trump himself with
their presentations, but they
focused on rallying the party’s
senators to stick with him by
characterizing the trial as a
hypocritical scam by Democrats
out to get a political opponent —
an argument that some Republi-
cans were willing to embrace
even if they did not want to de-
fend Mr. Trump’s specific actions.

“The Democrats’ vindictive
and divisive political impeach-
ment is over,” Senator Ron John-
son, Republican of Wisconsin,
wrote on Twitter afterward.
“While there are still many ques-
tions that remain unanswered, I
do know neither the Capitol
breach nor this trial should have
ever occurred. Hopefully, true
healing can now begin.”

Mr. Trump, of course, has
rarely if ever been in the healing
business. Now that he is off the
hook in the Senate, he presum-
ably will shed his reticence to
speak out. His statement on
Saturday was another hint about
areturn to public life. “We have
so much work ahead of us, and
soon we will emerge with a vi-
sion for a bright, radiant and
limitless American future,” he
wrote.

Having failed to convict, Dem-
ocrats hope that the trial none-
theless made it implausible if not
impossible for Mr. Trump to ever
run for president again, as he has
hinted he might do, and that the
images of the riot he encouraged
will be seared into the pages of
posterity. “He deserves to be
permanently discredited — and I
believe he has been discredited
— in the eyes of the American
people and in the judgment of
history,” said Senator Chuck
Schumer of New York, the Demo-
cratic majority leader.

But the final judgments on the
events of Jan. 6 and his presiden-
cy have yet to be issued. Mr.
Trump retains powerful support
among the Republican base, as
demonstrated when state party
organs condemned and even
censured their own representa-
tives and senators who have
broken with him in recent weeks.
For many in the core Republican
constituency, personal loyalty to
Mr. Trump clearly matters more
than party loyalty.

On the other hand, while he is
free of the impeachment threat,
Mr. Trump still faces possible
legal jeopardy stemming from
his efforts to subvert the election
through false claims of fraud.
Among other things, there are
criminal investigations in Wash-
ington about the riot and in Geor-
gia about Mr. Trump’s efforts to
pressure state election officials to
overturn the results of the state’s
vote. Legal experts said the
former president could likewise
be exposed to civil litigation from
victims of the Capitol rampage.
And there are continuing investi-
gations of his finances in New
York.

Mr. McConnell seemed to
encourage the authorities to
pursue Mr. Trump with criminal
prosecution, which he said was
the constitutionally appropriate
means for holding a former
president responsible for his
actions. Accountability, he said,
was still possible.

“He didn’t get away with any-
thing — yet,” Mr. McConnell said.
“Yet.”
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Since Jan. 6, former President Donald J. Trump
and top leaders in the Republican Party he still
dominates have sought to rewrite history.

They have moved from insisting that the mob that stormed the
Capitol that day did nothing wrong to blaming Democrats for failing
to secure the building. Neither assertion is true. ¢ The violent
rejection of a presidential election’s outcome was unprecedented in
American history, and its long-term effects on the country’s
democratic experiment remain unclear. But what we can know are
the facts of what occurred.  For more than four hours, the Capitol,
while hosting the certification of Joseph R. Biden Jr’s victory, came
under assault. Hundreds of people in the mob filmed themselves and
published the videos online. ¢+ The New York Times spent six
months sifting through that evidence — thousands of hours of
videos, each one verified, timed and geolocated — and published the
findings in a 40-minute documentary. ¢ The videos showed men
pulling police officers into the mob and beating them with an
American flag; the violent deaths of two women who stormed the
Capitol; the rioters’ repeated insistence that their effort to overthrow
the government came at Mr. Trump’s invitation; and how lawmakers
escaped by seconds those who were calling for their deaths. « A
Democratic-led House select committee to investigate the events of
that day began its work on July 27 and has used these videos to begin
establishing an official narrative. Republican leaders have tried to
thwart such investigations. « Mr. Trump, in an interview with Fox
News in July, said the crowd that smashed its way into the halls of
Congress that day was “great” and “peaceful.” ¢ “There was such

love at that rally,” he said. « The facts show otherwise.
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Mob Primed for Attack, Incited by the President

9:00 10:00 10:12

A small group of
protesters is already
America on the northeast present at police barriers
on the Capitol’s east side.

Start of the Start of the
“Save “Wild Protest,”

Rally” on lawn of the
the Ellipse. Capitol, and the

10:45 11:10 - 12:42
Scores of Proud Boys begin  Proud Boys circulate through President Mr. Trump
marching from the Ellipse other protesters around the
northwest and northeast sides of ~ his speech at  going to walk
the Capitol, chanting “We want the Ellipse. down to the

Trump,” “Where’s antifa,” and

to the Capitol.

i Freedom Rally.
[

i i “Storm the Capitol! 1776!"

12:00 12:17

Trump begins  says, “We're

Capitol.”

|

12:47

12:53

The Proud Boys move to a The protest turns violent

police barricade guarding when Proud Boys and

an entrance to the
northwest Capitol lawn,

other protesters
overpower the police at

near the Peace Monument.  the northwest barricade.

o

.

’ il

A disinformation campaign
helps draw protesters to
Washington. Then Trump’s
words help provoke them.

Motivated by two months of disinformation
from Mr. Trump and his associates about the
election outcome, many in the crowd that
convenes in Washington on Jan. 6 say they
are convinced that stopping the certification
of Mr. Biden’s election is a patriotic duty. Mr.
Trump’s own words that day will help incite
them to violence.

The main attraction in the morning hours
is the “Save America Rally” at the Ellipse, a
park near the White House, where Mr.
Trump is set to speak. But a second gather-
ing, called the “Wild Protest,” is set for the
northeast lawn of the Capitol, where Con-
gress is set to certify the election results. And
before Mr. Trump even takes the stage, his
supporters are moving that way. They in-
clude scores of Proud Boys, the right-wing
nationalist group known for its street fight-
ing. During a September 2020 debate, Mr.
Trump told group members to “stand back
and stand by,” and they are now on the prowl
for far-left counterprotesters.

But one of them suggests another motive.
“Let’s take the fuckin’ Capitol,” he exclaims
in a livestream filmed by a fellow member.
Another Proud Boy reproaches him: “Let’s
not fuckin’ yell that. All right?”

At noon, Mr. Trump begins speaking. “We
will never give up. We will never concede,” he
says. As he rejects the election result and
declares that his supporters should fight it,
the crowd’s excitement grows.

“Storm the Capitol! Invade the Capitol
building!” supporters shout as he speaks.
When the president tells them that everyone
is going to “walk down” the 1.5 miles from the
Ellipse to the Capitol, a livestreamer who is
already there informs those around him that
“there’s about a million people on their way
now.”

At 12:51 p.m., two minutes before the as-
sault on the Capitol Police begins, Eddie
Block, a Proud Boy who is livestreaming the
scene, observes the mob pressing against the
police barricade and announces: “Look at
this, folks. We’re storming the Capitol.”

10:24 A.M.

Although the “Save America Rally” is billed as a political protest,
some Trump supporters begin calling for a storming of the Capitol.

12:53 pM.

C-SPAN

TRUMP SPEAKING

‘We'’re going to walk down to
the Capitol.

‘You'll never take back this
country with weakness; you
have to show strength and you
have to be strong.

WHITE HOUSE

ar—y

Trump speech

Supporters marching to Capitol

PARLER

CROWD RESPONDING

[Cheering]

‘Yes!’

‘Storm the Capitol!’

‘Invade the Capitol building!’
‘Fight, fight, fight!’

Freedom
Rally

_..A\ Wild Protest

R ®

supporters JIREEEEEE RS

10:45 A.M.

PARLER

U.S. CAPITOL
BUILDING
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The far-right Proud Boys head for the Capitol in search of left-wing
counterprotesters more than an hour before President Trump’s speech.

ABQ RAW, VIA YOUTUBE

Just five police officers are stationed at the barricade outside the northwest Capitol lawn. Protesters overpower them and push through.

THE LEAD-UP

The crowd that arrives in Washing-
ton on Jan. 6 has come from all 50
states, a dispersed and decentral-
ized movement of self-styled
“patriots.”

But guiding them is an influential
network of Trump loyalists whose
countrywide road show has been
spreading the lie of a stolen election.

Leading the movement is an
organization called Women for
America First, whose founder
emerged from the Tea Party move-
ment. It has helped create a coali-
tion involving sitting members of
Congress such as Representative
Paul Gosar, Republican of Arizona;
former Trump administration offi-

GETTY IMAGES

cials such as Michael T. Flynn,
above, and Stephen K. Bannon;
right-wing extremists and conspir-
acy theorists such as the Proud
Boys and believers in QAnon; and
lawyers and funders such as Sidney
Powell and the chief executive of
MyPillow, Michael Lindell.

This coalition is key in setting the
stakes. They tell Trump supporters
that Jan. 6, when Congress is set to
certify the election result, will be
the climactic day to save the coun-
try. Prominent Republicans such as
Senator Lindsey Graham and the
House minority leader, Kevin Mc-
Carthy, echo the sentiment. “We
lose elections because they cheat
us,” Mr. Graham says.

SOCIAL MEDIA

To all the Patriots descending
on Washington DC on #jan6
...come armed...

@QanonlV, via Parler

WE WANT BLOOD!

Donger-Lord, via TheDonald.win

Who would you like to see
‘dispatched’ first?

1) Nancy Pelosi

2) John Roberts

3) Pence

4) Other (please name)

| was leaning towards Nancy,
but it might have to be Pence.

@UniteToFightJanuary6th, via Parler

Bring plenty of rope

RedHawaii2020, via TheDonald.win

POLITICAL VOICES

‘Everyone’s going to
remember who actually
stands in the breach and
fights tomorrow, and
who goes running off
like a chicken.

JASON MILLER, Trump campaign
senior adviser, on “Lou Dobbs
Tonight” on Fox News on Jan. 5

‘We'll win this fight or
America will step off
into a thousand years
of darkness.

ROGER STONE, a Trump ally

‘All hell is going to break
loose tomorrow. Just
understand this. All hell
is going to break loose
tomorrow. It’s going to
be moving. It’s going to
be quick.

STEPHEN K. BANNON, former
Trump adviser, on the “Bannon’s
War Room” podcast on Jan. 5
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Rioters Break Into the Capitol in 80 Minutes

12:53 - 12:55 12:58 1:00

The mob The mob easily

breaches two pushes the Capitol

barricades Police back to the

guarding the inauguration platform begins in the
west lawn. and begins brawling

l with officers. i

The joint session of
Congress to certify
the election result

Senate chamber.

1:05 1:12 1:14

Vice President Mike Pence Mr. Trump’s Metropolitan Police officers
issues a statement saying speech ends.  arrive to reinforce the Capitol
he will not oppose the Police. A Metro police inspector
certification of Joseph R. calls for more backup. side are encouraged by the
Biden Jr.’s election victory. breakthrough on the west.

l l

1:23 - 1:26

Rioters spread word of
“reinforcements” coming from
the Ellipse. Rioters on the east
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1:49 - 1:50 1:53 1:59

The Capitol Police ask the A mob including The crowd on the

sergeant-at-arms to request the Proud Boys east side breaks

National Guard, and the Metropolitan forces its way up through barricades

Police declare the situation a riot. the northwest for the first time,
scaffolding and the police
staircase. abandon their line.

. .

2:06 2:10
The eastern crowd
ascends two
staircases and
reaches the locked
doors of the
Capitol.

The western crowd
surges up the scaffold-
ing staircase, breaks
through the last police
line and gains access
to the Capitol terrace.

Guard.

The Capitol
Police Board
gives approval
to request the
National

o

o

2:12 -2:13

A Proud Boy, Dominic
Pezzola, breaks a
Capitol window, and a
man named Michael
Sparks vaults through.

.

The mob overwhelms the
roughly two dozen Capitol
Police officers standing guard
on the west lawn and breaks
through at multiple points.

Once the attack on the Capitol begins, it
becomes complex and unpredictable, an
organic movement by a mostly opportunistic
mob that eventually involves thousands of
people. By using the rioters’ own videos to
identify and track the most active among
them throughout the day, we found that most
were ardent but disorganized Trump sup-
porters reacting to events and following no
apparent plan. But more organized groups,
like the Proud Boys, played outsize roles at
key moments.

Rioters easily overwhelm the roughly two
dozen Capitol Police officers standing guard
on the west lawn and break through the line
at multiple points. Billy Chrestman is one of
many Proud Boys who lead the mob from the
Peace Monument to the steps of the Capitol
building. Capitol Police officers are forced to
fall back to the edge of the inauguration
platform, where scaffolds support rows of
stands. They are reinforced within minutes
by the city’s Metropolitan Police.

A Senate report will later find that the
F.B.I. and the Homeland Security Depart-
ment failed to issue warnings about online
threats of violence before Jan. 6 and that the
Capitol Police leadership did not circulate
intelligence about such threats or envision
the possibility of a mob attack on the Capitol.
As aresult, the Capitol Police had not autho-
rized their officers to wear protective gear or
use their most powerful crowd control weap-
ons.

The police and the rioters battle at the
west side steps for a little more than an hour.
The fighting is often hand-to-hand, and riot-
ers attack officers with chemical spray and

/
Rioters reach ¢
TERRACE (3
the terrace. /? 12'58 P.M.
Rioters begin brawling with
STAIRS / officers. The fight here BARRICADE
/ () continues for 90 minutes.
/ Approximate police
| positions at time
/ | of first breach
INAUGURAL PLATFORM I
SCAFFOLDING ¥ | ®
OVER STAIRS |
OPENING \
\
. b \
Some Proud Boys see this weakness and incite \
the crowd to force officers back, again and again. 5
\ Ed The first to fall
Just a few officers cover a \
crucial access to stairs, beneath \
scaffolding, that lead to the terrace. \ 12 :53 P.M. Proud Boys
AN Ryan Samsel, a Pennsylvania ;:orlitn:iue n
AN man, crosses this barricade. OLCatiNg
. . N\ Scores of others follow.
flagpoles. One throws a fire extinguisher that N

hits an officer in his head.

A group of rioters breaks away and circles
to the east side of the building, where it in-
spires a crowd of hundreds to push through
police barricades at 1:59 p.m. Within 20 min-
utes, rioters are pushing against two eastern
entrances to the Capitol and smashing win-
dows. On the west side, Proud Boys force
their way up a key staircase beneath the
inauguration scaffolding. At 2:10, they gain
access to the terrace that runs around the
entire building. The battle to prevent the
Capitol from being breached is lost.

The first person to enter the Capitol, at
2:13,is Michael Sparks, a 43-year-old hus-
band and father from Kentucky. He has no
known affiliation with any organized group.
But the window Mr. Sparks leaps through to
gain access to the building was broken sec-
onds earlier by a Proud Boy named Dominic
Pezzola, using a stolen police shield.

12:58 PM.

For over an hour, Capitol and Metropolitan Police officers battle rioters at the west side.
Officers are beaten, tear gassed, and hit with flagpoles and a fire extinguisher.

KEY E A feW

Breach of barricade,
police line or building

s. crowds in the hundreds

2:00 P.M.

The crowd on the east side

breaks through barricades for
the first time, and the police
abandon their line.

offic

@ Police officer

Crowds from Freedom Rally
and Wild Protest

2:06 P.M.

Crowd reaches eastern
doors of the Capitol.

1:59-.

West side rioters storm around
the Capitol and break through

police lines, inciting the
crowd on the east side.
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SENATE

2:13 P.M.

First people to break
into the building.

1:00 P.M.

Election certification begins.

2:10 P.M.

Brief struggle
with officers,
who give in
after a minute.

1 Intense combat,
few reinforcements

See inset at left.

I INITIAL POLICE LINE

BARRICADE

A few dozen officers line a
barricade along the east perimeter
(approximate positions and numbers)

12:45 P.M.

Pipe bomb found at the Republican —
National Committee headquarters.

Another pipe bomb would be
discovered at the Democratic

National Committee soon afterward. -

WEST LAWN

FIRST ST

Proud Boys
instigate the \
crowd at the

first breach of |
the Capitol’s \
defenses.

PEACE

MONUMENT o the left and right,

er a fence line.
s with protesters.

rioters
The wes

FENCE
T e —— — — —
Paths of rioters and positions of fences, barricades

and individual officers are approximate

2:13 PpM.

1:03 pMm.

DREAM FLORAL, VIA YOUTUBE LEFT, JULIO ROSAS, VIA TWITTER; RIGHT, PARLER

A wave of rioters forces the police to retreat, paving the way for others to follow.
After Mr. Trump finishes speaking, thousands more face off with officers.

A Proud Boy member, Dominic Pezzola of Rochester, N.Y., uses a stolen
police shield to create the first breach into the Capitol building.
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WILL ALLEN-DUPRAW

Overpowered by the crowd, the police lose the line on the west side. Rioters gain access
to an upper terrace, where a second battle, by the inauguration entrance, ensues.
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2:13 PM. TO 2:44 PM.
S ing the Buildi Officials Hid
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An objection by Senator  Officer Eugene Speaker Nancy Pelosi The House Rioters breach a police The House briefly  Rioters are stopped by During a conference call, Lt. Gen. Walter E. Rioters try but fail to A group of Oath Lawmakers and The police on the west side  Rioters reach the doors to Rioters breach Ashli Babbitt tries to climb
James Lankford to the Goodman leads  is evacuated, followed recesses and line in the Crypt, enter the resumes its officers outside the Piatt of the Army tells Chief Steven Sund of break locked doors Keepers in military staff in the House retreat to the inauguration the Speaker’s Lobby, which  the Senate into the Speaker’s Lobby
certification of Mr. a group of rioters  shortly by Steny H. locks down. Rotunda and open the certification House. They break the Capitol Police that he doesn’t “like the into one of Ms. Pelosi’s garb ascends the begin to evacuate tunnel, and rioters soon have been barricaded with ~ chamber, now through the broken
Biden’s victory is away from Hoyer, the House eastern doors to the mob session. It will through eight minutes visual” of sending National Guard troops to offices, where some of main eastern through the arrive. It will be the scene of furniture. One uses his fist ~ empty, shouting, window and is shot to
interrupted as the unguarded doors  majority leader. outside. Mr. Pence is recess four later and reach doors to the Capitol but will ask for Defense her staff members are staircase and soon Speaker’s Lobby.  some of the day’s most and a helmet to break a “Treason! death by a plainclothes
Senate goes into recess.  of the Senate. l evacuated. minutes later. the House chamber. Department permission. hiding. enters the Capitol. brutal fighting. large window in the door. Treason!” Capitol Police officer.
| . .
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. 1) o]
The Capltol S vulnerablllty 2:30 . The police begin to 2:44 rw. Rioters enter 2:25 pm. A second breach. The 2:35 P, Rioters overrun 2:41 rw. Rioters open a 2:44 . After rioters
. . evacuate the Senate chamber the Senate chamber. mob inside opens these doors and officers guarding the House.  second set of doors from inside.  smash through windows
stems from 1ts unlque status of all senators and staff holds back a police officer as rioters to the speaker’s lobby,
in American pOlitiCS: By who remain inside. outside stream into the Rotunda. Ashli Babbitt is shot and
. .. . killed by a Capitol Police
de81gn, it 1s open to the pUbllC, officer as she tries to vault
. through the opening.
and the police have never
faced an attack like this.
We pinpointed at least eight locations where ‘ ~
rioters breached and entered the Capitol — C l
more than were previously known. \ . A
Overwhelmed police officers respond 7 o L L= ‘STATUAqu HOUSE
differently at various points, fighting rioters CHAMBER ﬁ ROTUNDA HALL * m—) * CHAMBER
in some places and stepping aside at others / :
to allow them through. A
The Capitol’s vulnerability stems from its S
unique status in American politics: By de- Y :
sign, it is open to the public, and the police
have never faced an attack like this. Despite 1 ISTAIRWELLS
locked doors and, in certain places, thick : 2:24 PM

windows, rioters without specialized equip-
ment easily break in.

An act of bravery by Officer Eugene Good-
man of the Capitol Police leads part of the
mob into a line of officers, halting their
progress, but hundreds of rioters fan out
inside the building. After they break through
apolice line in a central ground-floor room
called the Crypt, they have access to the
entire building. Some enter Speaker Nancy
Pelosi’s office suite, calling for her and bang-
ing on locked doors that some of her aides
are hiding behind. Others head for the House,
on the opposite side of the building from the
Senate.

Unlike the Senate, the House does not
evacuate immediately, and it even briefly
resumes its work as rioters are overrunning
the building. When representatives finally
begin evacuating the chamber guided by
security personnel, rioters have already
arrived on the other side of a nearby door
with glass windows. They include Ashli Bab-
bitt, a Trump supporter and follower of the
QAnon conspiracy theory. A Capitol Police
officer in plain clothes fatally shoots her
when she tries to climb through the door’s
broken window.

Ms. Babbitt’s shooting halts the mob’s
progress, and three minutes later, the police
begin to clear the Capitol complex. Mr.
Trump and other Republicans and right-wing
groups will come to refer to Ms. Babbitt as a
“hero” and a “martyr” and describe her
Kkilling as an “execution.”

Federal prosecutors will close their inves-
tigation into the shooting three months later,
saying they found no evidence that the offi-
cer had not acted in defense of himself and
members of Congress when he shot her.

THE BREACHES

The eight locations where rioters enter the
Capitol span three sides of the building and two
floors.

On the northwest terrace, the Proud Boy
member Dominic Pezzola smashes a window,
and a Kentucky man named Michael Sparks
climbs through — the first rioter to breach the
Capitol building. It is indicative of a common
dynamic of the day: organized actors encourag-
ing radicalized individuals to action.

One rioter breaks open a second door on the
same terrace with a crowbar. The mob streams
in while singing the national anthem.

A few hundred feet away, rioters stream
through another door that leads directly to the
Rotunda, the heart of the Capitol. They are
unchallenged by the police and even converse
with officers stationed there.

On a lower terrace, near where rioters vio-
lently battle the police in the inauguration
tunnel, rioters smash a window. A woman with
a megaphone encourages people to climb
through and “stand up for our country and
Constitution,” parroting a tweet posted an hour
earlier by President Trump.

A small group of officers in riot gear fails to
subdue a crowd assembled at the north en-
trance of the building, stepping aside to let the
rioters in.

The main eastern entrance — which also
leads to the Rotunda — is sparsely defended.
Officers are overwhelmed from both sides when
rioters inside the building help pull the door
open to the mob on the outside. A nearby win-
dow is also smashed.

And a southeast entrance is opened by other
rioters from inside. The entrance leads to the
House chamber where, minutes after the door
is opened, Ashli Babbitt is shot to death.

2:25 P Vice President
Mike Pence is ushered
from the Senate floor.

2:18 rw. Rioters
overpower officers trying
to contain them.

The Paths the Mob
Takes Through the Capitol

Once rioters have breached the Capitol, the police are
forced to defend both the outside and the inside of the
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2:15 r . Officer Goodman
leads the mob up a staircase,
away from the Senate chamber,
and into a hall where police
reinforcements are waiting.

2:30 — 3:15 rw. Rioters ransack
Speaker Nancy Pelosi’s office suite
while her aides shelter across the hall.

2:24 M. Rioters overrun officers
guarding the Crypt, giving them
access to the rest of the building.

2:14 . Officer Eugene Goodman
first encounters some members of
the entering mob here.
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2:13 ru. First breach

Dominic Pezzola, a Proud Boy, smashes
a window with a stolen police shield
while other rioters break a nearby door,
allowing the mob to stream in.

¥

WEST SIDE OF CAPITOL

¥

building. At several points, rioters overrun the officers inside.

ﬁ Breaches

* Violent clashes

mj) Route of mob

—p Route of others

Note: For clarity, not all interior rooms and hallways are shown.

Where Rioters Enter the Building

POLICE
SURROUNDED
Rioters inside
pull doors open
to the raging mob
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Rioter kicks and punches
directly through the glass.
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OFFICERS
OUTNUMBERED
Police step
aside to let in
the crowd.
POLICE STAND ASIDE
They let in rioters unchallenged. —
TERRACE
DOOR FORCED OPEN
Rioter smashes with a crowbar.

SMASHED WINDOWS AND DOOR

The first breach into the Capitol building.

BROKEN WINDOW

Many crawl through this opening next to

the iconi

c inaugural entryway.

INAUGURAL PLATFORM

2:23 . Rioters freely
move through Statuary Hall
toward the House, which is
still in session.

2:36 rMm. Rioters reach
a door to the House
chamber, and soon

2:39 rPum.

Representatives begin
evacuating the House.

smash the glass panels.
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EASY ENTRANCE
Crowd streams in door leading
to the House chamber.
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STEVE BAKER, VIA STORYFUL
Scores of rioters jostle with the police in the Crypt, a central ground-floor room, before
forcing their way past them. This allows the mob to overrun the Capitol building.

2:33 PM. o

Speaker Nancy Pelosi’s aides shelter inside a conference room. As the mob files through her office suite,
arioter tries to break into the room. He gets through the first door, but a second keeps him out.

2:44 PM.

Ashli Babbitt, right, tries to climb through a broken window toward lawmakers. A plainclothes
Capitol Police officer shoots her once through the upper chest. The wound kills her.

INFOWARS

4:27 PM.

JARRETT ROBERTSON, @JROBERTSON.NYC

For more than two hours, the police face some of the worst violence of the day as they defend
the inauguration entrance. Several officers are dragged into the crowd and beaten.





















