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What to Call This Criminal?

They said they were shackled, beaten,
shot with rubber bullets and tear-gassed
until they passed out.

They said they were punished in a dark
room called the island, where they were
trampled, kicked and forced to kneel for
hours.

One man said officers thrust his head
into a tank of water to simulate drowning.
Another said he was forced to perform oral
sex on guards wearing hoods.

They said they were told by officials that
they would die in the Salvadoran prison,
that the world had forgotten them.

When they could no longer take it, they
said, they cut themselves, writing protest
messages on sheets in blood.

“‘You are all terrorists,’” Edwin Melén-
dez, 30, recalled being told by officers who
added: “‘Terrorists must be treated like
this.’”

From the moment he took office, Presi-
dent Trump has seized on what he calls the
threat posed by Venezuela and its auto-
cratic president, Nicolás Maduro, accusing

the government and Venezuelan gangs of
orchestrating an “invasion” of the United
States.

In March and April, the Trump adminis-
tration made the extraordinary decision to
send 252 Venezuelan men to a notorious
prison in El Salvador known as the Terror-
ism Confinement Center, saying they had
infiltrated the United States in a form of
“irregular warfare.”

Mr. Trump accused the men of being
members of a dangerous gang, Tren de
Aragua, working in lock step with the Ven-
ezuelan government. It was an early salvo
in the administration’s standoff with Mr.
Maduro, which has only intensified since
then, with U.S. warships blowing up Vene-
zuelan boats and Mr. Trump warning of po-
tential military strikes on Venezuelan soil.

But the men received little to no due
process before being expelled to the terror-
ism prison in El Salvador, and they were
abruptly released in July, part of a larger
diplomatic deal that included the release of
10 Americans and U.S. residents held in
Venezuela.

Mr. Trump, speaking at the United Na-
tions General Assembly in September,
praised Salvadoran officials for “the suc-
cessful and professional job they’ve done
in receiving and jailing so many criminals
that entered our country.”

In interviews, however, the men sent to
the prison described frequent, intense
physical and psychological abuse. Beyond
the beatings, tear gas and trips to the isola-
tion room, the men said they were mocked
or ignored by medical personnel, forced to 

Jason Alfredo Silvas, 24, was among 252 Venezuelan men sent by the Trump administration to the Terrorism Confinement Center.
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In May, a cell search turned violent.
José Carmona, 28, left, and Victor
Ortega, 25, right, said they were hit by
rubber bullets from the guards’ guns.

Continued on Page 11

Beaten, Trampled and Tear-Gassed
After Deportation to a Salvadoran Prison

This article is by Julie Turkewitz, Tibisay Ro-

mero, Sheyla Urdaneta and Isayen Herrera.

Reeve Cherry got on his hands
and knees next to a pile of granite
stones on a Lower Manhattan
street, and reached back into the
past.

Mr. Cherry, who works for the
New York City Transportation De-
partment, repairs cobblestone
streets that were built for horses
and carriages but that are now
pummeled by cars and trucks.

These streets date back to when
New York, now the largest city in
the United States, was a Dutch
outpost. And in the more than
three and a half centuries since,
the painstaking way the stones
must be laid by hand has not
changed.

“Unfortunately, there’s no way
to reinvent how to do cobble-
stones,” said Mr. Cherry, 42, who
was wearing kneepads.

In a metropolis of steel-and-
glass skyscrapers, Mr. Cherry is
one of six bricklayers who are
caretakers of a disappearing piece
of New York history that has been
largely torn up or paved over with
asphalt.

Today, only 15 of the city’s 6,300

miles of streets are cobblestone.
While that figure has remained
the same for more than a decade,
it was nearly ten times that — 140
miles — in Manhattan alone in
1949, according to a 2017 study
commissioned by the Historic
Districts Council, a preservation
group.

“They’re such a wonderful link
to our past and there’s clearly a
charm to them that asphalt just
simply does not have,” said An-
drew Berman, the executive di-
rector of the group Village Preser-
vation.

As a practical matter, asphalt
streets are smoother to cross and

less expensive and labor-inten-
sive to maintain. And it is not only
cobblestone streets that have van-
ished over time but also the skilled
artisans needed to care for them.
So few people know how to lay
cobblestones that the Transporta-
tion Department hires bricklayers

Saving Streets

From Asphalt?

Knees of Steel.

By WINNIE HU

Specialty bricklayers preserve a quaint side of New York City: cobblestones. Kneepads are handy.
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internal chaos, culminating when
the board fired its executive direc-
tor, Ben Jealous, a former presi-
dent of the N.A.A.C.P.

“Sierra Club is in a downward
spiral,” a group of managers wrote
to the club’s leadership in June, in
a letter reviewed by The New
York Times.

That spiral helps Mr. Trump.
But it was not his doing. The Si-
erra Club did this to itself.

During Mr. Trump’s first term,
when the Sierra Club was flush
with donations, its leaders sought 

The Sierra Club calls itself the
“largest and most influential
grass roots environmental organi-
zation in the country.” But it is in
the middle of an implosion — left
weakened, distracted and divided
just as environmental protections
are under assault by the Trump
administration.

The group has lost 60 percent of
the four million members and sup-
porters it counted in 2019. It has
held three rounds of employee lay-
offs since 2022, trying to climb out
of a $40 million projected budget
deficit.

Its political giving has also
dropped. Federal campaign-fi-
nance records show $3.6 million in
donations from the Sierra Club
during the push to defeat Donald
J. Trump in 2020, but none as Mr.
Trump stormed back to the presi-
dency in 2024.

And this year, as the Trump ad-
ministration returned better orga-
nized and better prepared than in
its first term, the Sierra Club was
the opposite. While Mr. Trump
boosted coal power, canceled wind
farms and rolled back pollution
limits, the club was consumed by

Sierra Club Is Mired in Discord

After Its Push for Social Justice

By DAVID A. FAHRENTHOLD
and CLAIRE BROWN

Members of the Sierra Club 
at the Grand Canyon in 1966.
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WASHINGTON — More than
100 nations were poised last
month to approve a historic deal
to slash pollution from cargo
ships. That’s when the United
States launched a pressure cam-
paign that officials around the
world have called extraordinary,
even by the standards of the
Trump administration’s combat-
iveness, according to nine diplo-
mats on its receiving end.

An ambassador from Asia was
told that, if he voted in favor of the
plan, his country’s sailors would
no longer be allowed to disembark
at American ports. Caribbean dip-
lomats were told that they could
be blacklisted from entering the
United States. And Marco Rubio,
the secretary of state, personally
called officials in several coun-
tries to threaten financial penal-
ties and other punishments if they
continued to support the agree-
ment to cut ship pollution.

These and other threats, includ-
ing tariffs, sanctions and the revo-
cation of diplomats’ U.S. visas, ef-
fectively killed the deal, according
to the nine American, European
and developing-nation diplomats
directly involved in the negotia-
tions. They spoke on the condition
of anonymity out of fear of retribu-
tion from the Trump administra-
tion.

The White House, the State De-
partment and the Energy Depart-
ment strongly denied that Ameri-
can officials made personal
threats or intimidated diplomats.
In statements and interviews,
they acknowledged derailing the
deal and repeated their opposition
to international efforts to address
climate change. They said the
shipping fee would have hurt the
American economy.

A State Department senior offi-
cial also noted that the United
States worked with Saudi Arabia
to defeat the shipping fee and that
helped other nations that had res-
ervations about the agreement to 

U.S. IS ACCUSED

OF BULLY TACTICS

ON CLIMATE RULE

THREATS KILL MEASURE

Nations Were Poised to

Ratify Pollution Fee

on Cargo Ships

This article is by Lisa Friedman,

Max Bearak and Jeanna Smialek.
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Kate Schutzengel, a mother of
three living in Brooklyn, has it
pretty good, and she knows it.

Ms. Schutzengel, who is 38 and
works in technology, is grateful
her family could afford their
$50,000 child care bill last year,
grateful that she and her hus-
band bought their home when
interest rates were low and that
they could refinance their mort-
gage during the pandemic.

She is not complaining. But
she also wonders how long her
children can reasonably share a
single bedroom, with curtains
surrounding each of their beds.
And when she and her husband
look for larger apartments
nearby in Kensington, their
relatively affordable neighbor-
hood, everything is out of their
price range.

“It doesn’t feel like there’s any
next step that we could reason-
ably achieve,” Ms. Schutzengel
said.

It’s a feeling that is shared by
a constituency of young-ish,
middle-class-ish New Yorkers
who are disillusioned by a city of
shimmering wealth that they
can’t quite seem to access.
Rather than seeing a New York
of boundless possibility — or at
least of apartments with in-unit
washers and dryers — they see a
mirage.

And now they have helped to
make Zohran Mamdani the city’s
next mayor.

Mr. Mamdani, a 34-year-old
democratic socialist, ran on a
platform of making one of the
most expensive cities in the
world more affordable, promis-
ing an ambitious, expensive
expansion of the social safety
net.

“It’s so energizing that politics
might work for all of the people
in this city,” Ms. Schutzengel
said. “Not just the people who
are in power right now.”

Mr. Mamdani, of course, owes
his victory to many factors.

He is an uncommonly char-
ismatic politician who effectively
taught a global master class on
how to use social media in cam-

In New York, 
Even Yuppies
Are Rebelling

Turning to Mamdani

Amid City’s Grind

NEWS ANALYSIS

By ELIZA SHAPIRO

Continued on Page 23

THE WEATHER

Prices in Canada may be higher $6.00

Today, cloudy, occasional rain, high
62. Tonight, rain, cloudy, low 48. To-
morrow, a shower early, breezy,
colder, clouds yielding to some sun,
high 52. Weather map is on Page 25.
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spend 24 hours a day under harsh lights
and made to drink from wells of fetid wa-
ter.

The New York Times interviewed 40 of
the former prisoners, many at their
homes in cities and towns across Vene-
zuela. We then asked a group of inde-
pendent forensic experts who help inves-
tigate torture allegations to assess the
credibility of the men’s testimony.

Several doctors from that team,
known as the Independent Forensic Ex-
pert Group, said the men’s testimonies,
along with photographs of what they de-
scribed as their injuries, were consistent
and credible, providing “compelling evi-
dence” to support accusations of torture.
The group’s assessments in other cases
have been used in courts around the
world.

Luis Chacón, 26, from the Venezuelan
state of Táchira, was one of several men
who said the constant abuse at the prison
led him to contemplate suicide. A father
of three, he said he had been working as a
driver for Uber Eats in Milwaukee be-
fore being detained and expelled to the
prison. His low point there came in June,
he said, on the day of his oldest child’s
seventh birthday.

“We had heard that if there was a per-
son who died among us that they would

let us all go,” he said. He thought maybe
he should be that person. He climbed on
a bunk bed, he said, and tried to hang
himself with a sheet.

The other men, he said, pulled him
down.

The forensic experts said that they
were struck by how similar the men’s al-
legations were. The former prisoners,
each interviewed separately, described
the same timeline and methods of abuse,
with many of the same details.

When such “identical methods of
abuse” are described by multiple people,
the experts wrote in their assessment, it
“often indicates the existence of an insti-
tutional policy and practice of torture.”

Presented with the men’s accusations
and the experts’ findings, a White House
spokeswoman, Abigail Jackson, said:
“President Trump is committed to keep-
ing his promises to the American people
by removing dangerous criminal and
terrorist illegal aliens who pose a threat
to the American public.”

Ms. Jackson added that reporters
should focus on American children who
“have tragically been murdered by vi-
cious illegal aliens,” without providing
details.

Representatives for President Nayib
Bukele of El Salvador did not respond to
a request for comment.

The Trump administration never re-
leased a complete list of the 252 Venezue-
lan men imprisoned in El Salvador or the
crimes it claimed they had committed.

Using a leaked list of the names, The
Times found that a relatively small share
of the men — about 13 percent — seemed
to have a serious criminal accusation or
conviction in some part of the world.
(The Times searched multiple public
records databases, but the American
government may have more information

Four Months in a Brutal Salvadoran Prison
Credible testimony from dozens of migrant men outlines treatment that met the U.N.’s definition of torture.

WUILLIAM LOZADA, 27

Said officials in El Salvador called the men “the murder-
ers, the Venezuelan psychopaths, the terrorists.”

ALDO COLMENAREZ, 41

Said he lost consciousness after he
was given the wrong insulin.

LUIS RODRÍGUEZ, 26

Said he was shot in the hands by guards in May after unrest
broke out among the desperate inmates during a cell search.

THE TERRORISM CONFINEMENT CENTER

The infamous El Salvadoran prison where the U.S. government
abruptly sent 252 Venezuelan men in March and April.

LUIS CHACÓN, 26

Said officials in El Salvador “told us they had an order from
the president of the United States to treat us like this.”

MAIKOL MENDOZA, 22

Officials shot him with a rubber
bullet and burned his leg, he said.

EDWUAR HERNÁNDEZ, 23

Described a protest scene: “They
began to shoot at us point blank.”

RINGO RINCÓN, 39

He, like the rest, was accused of
being in the Tren de Aragua gang.

ARTURO SUÁREZ, 34

His cellmate revealed a sexual
assault: “It hurt me a lot.”

FRED RAMOS FOR THE NEW YORK TIMES

Continued on Following Page

The Trump administration

never released a complete

list of the imprisoned men.
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that it has not released.)
Of the 40 men interviewed for this arti-

cle, The Times found criminal accusa-
tions, beyond immigration and traffic of-
fenses, against three of them.

Victor Ortega, 25, who said he was shot
in the head with a rubber bullet while in
the Salvadoran prison, has “pending
charges for discharge of a firearm and
theft,” according to the Trump adminis-
tration.

A second man we interviewed, Neiy-
erver Leon, 27, had a misdemeanor
charge for possession of drug parapher-
nalia and was fined.

In addition, public records in the
United States indicate that Mr. Chacón,
the man who said he had contemplated
suicide in prison, had been arrested in
2024 on a domestic violence charge, and
was accused this year of retail theft at a
Walmart. (The domestic violence case
was dismissed, according to public
records, and Mr. Chacón was sent to El
Salvador before the theft case could play
out.)

Many of the men say they still don’t
know why they were put in a prison for
terrorists.

“I migrated so that I could buy a house,
give my daughter a better education, the
one I didn’t have,” said Mervin Yamarte,
29. “And it all went wrong.”

‘WELCOME TO HELL’

A swarm of helicopters surrounded the
airport. It was just after midnight on
March 16, 2025. As the aircraft de-
scended, the Venezuelan men said they
saw a phalanx of officers in riot gear
awaiting them.

A sign identified their landing place as
El Salvador.

At detention facilities in the United
States, U.S. officials had told them they
were being deported back to Venezuela,
the detainees recalled. On a stopover in
Honduras, they had been given pizza.
Now, a Salvadoran official was boarding
the plane.

“You’re staying here,” Ysqueibel
Peñaloza, 25, recalled the official saying.

Panic swept down the aisles, he said.
The men tightened their seatbelts, Mr.
Peñaloza said, in a feeble attempt to pre-
vent removal. The harsh tactics of El Sal-
vador’s president were well known.
Some men began to shout, he recalled,
demanding to see a U.N. representative,
a lawyer or a diplomat from their coun-
try. Then Salvadoran officials, in body ar-
mor and carrying batons, boarded the
plane, several men recalled, and began
to remove the group by force.

“They started hitting us all,” said
Andry Hernández, 32, a makeup artist
who had been in U.S. detention since
crossing into the United States in 2024.
“If you raised your head even a little they
would knock it down with a blow. Many of
our companions had broken noses, split
lips, bruises on their bodies.”

Officers bent the handcuffed men at
the waist, dragging them off the plane
and pushing them onto buses, they said.
Cameras rolled. Hours later, Mr. Bukele
posted a video of the arrival, packaged
with music and drone shots like an action
film. Within three days it had been
viewed nearly 39 million times.

“We continue advancing in the fight
against organized crime,” Mr. Bukele
wrote on X, when he posted the video.
“But this time, we are also helping our al-
lies.”

Inside the prison, the men said, they
were told they were members of Tren de
Aragua.

“‘Welcome to hell,’” Anyelo Sarabia,
20, recalled being told upon arrival.
“ ‘From here you’ll leave only in a body
bag.’”

To send the men to prison in El Sal-
vador, Mr. Trump invoked the Alien Ene-
mies Act, a sweeping, rarely used 18th-
century law that allows for the expulsion
of people from an invading nation.

It wasn’t entirely clear at the time, but
it was a first step in a larger case the
Trump administration has been making:
that Mr. Maduro, Venezuela’s president,
poses a major security threat to the
United States by flooding it with mi-
grants, crime and drugs.

Many of the men held in the Salvador-
an prison said that, far from working
with Mr. Maduro, they had been fleeing
his government when they migrated
north.

The autocrat has overseen a devastat-
ing economic crisis and held on for over a
decade through brutal repression and
vote rigging. His government retains its
own torture centers, according to the
United Nations and others, and often

seeks to discredit political enemies by
branding them as “terrorists.”

In fact, some of the men shipped to El
Salvador had sought political asylum in
the United States, claiming they would
be persecuted for taking part in protests
against Mr. Maduro, according to appli-
cations reviewed by The Times.

LIFE ON THE INSIDE

Cut off from the world, the men began to
adjust to their new lives. Officials divided
them into cells, usually 10 people in each,
they said. Meals, three times a day, con-
sisted mostly of rice, beans, spaghetti
and tortillas.

They said they occasionally received
special treatment, like better food and
brief moments outdoors, but only when
they had rare, official visitors, including
Kristi Noem, head of the U.S. Depart-
ment of Homeland Security. The pris-
oners said they were never allowed visits
from lawyers or relatives.

In one cell, they used soap to etch a cal-
endar into a metal bed frame, recalled
Carlos Cañizalez, 25. Some of the men be-
gan saving their tortillas and molding
them into dominoes, playing games to
distract themselves.

Desperation grew, they said. Tito
Martínez, 26, began to feel sick and
weak, until he could not get out of bed

and other men had to feed him, several
recalled. Eventually, Mr. Martínez was
taken to an infirmary, where he said he
was beaten in front of medical personnel.

There, he said, a woman who identi-
fied herself as a doctor told him: “‘Re-
sign yourself. It’s time for you to die.’”

When he arrived at the prison, Aldo
Colmenarez, a 41-year-old diabetic ac-
cording to a Venezuelan doctor’s report,
asked officials for insulin, he said. It was
five days before they gave it to him, he
explained. After that, dosage and appli-
cation were erratic, said several of the
men, leading to episodes of hypoglyce-
mia that left Mr. Colmenarez, cold,
sweaty and unconscious.

Four Months in a Brutal Salvadoran Prison

PEDRO ESCOBAR, 34

“We should have never been in El Salvador,”
he said. “We’re migrants, not criminals.”

ANDY PEROZO, 30

“In reality, what we need is psychological
help,” he said of grappling with the ordeal.

ANDRY HERNÁNDEZ, 32

“They started hitting us all” as they took him from the plane to the prison, he said.

PHOTOGRAPHS BY ADRIANA LOUREIRO FERNANDEZ FOR THE NEW YORK TIMES

Some sliced their bodies,

using the blood to write

messages on sheets they

hung from the plumbing.

MAIKEL MORENO, 20

Saw inmates tear gassed for asking
guards not to bang cell bars at night.
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Punishment often felt random and dis-
proportionate, the men said. Bathing
was allowed only at 4 a.m. Men who
splashed water on themselves to stay
cool at other times were sent to the is-
land, the former prisoners said, recount-
ing a dark isolation room with just a pin-
hole of light in the ceiling, where they
were beaten by several guards at a time.

Many of the men described being
placed in a “crane” position, in which

guards made them kneel with their
hands cuffed behind their backs, then
lifted them by the arms.

Tensions grew in April. After a few
men asked one of the guards, an officer
who used the alias Satan, to stop banging
cell bars at night, the guards dragged
them into a central area and released
tear gas in their faces, said two men who
were in a nearby cell, Andy Perozo, 30,
and Maikel Moreno, 20.

Another of the inmates, Andrys
Cedeño, 23, began to convulse.

“Boss,” he said he cried, “I’m asth-
matic.”

What the guard did, he said, “was
laugh.”

Mr. Cedeño then grew limp and unre-
sponsive. The men who could see the at-
tack said they thought that he had died.

Scared and angry, the prisoners threw
soap bars and cups of water, they re-
called. The next day, they resolved to
stop eating, demanding better treat-
ment.

Then they began to slice their bodies
with the rough edges of metal bed lad-
ders and plastic pipes, said several men,
using blood to write messages on sheets
they hung from the plumbing.

“We’re not criminals, we’re migrants,”
said one message, according to several of
the men, including Edicson Quintero, 28,
who said he cut his abdomen to draw

blood for a protest sign.
The hunger strike lasted four days, the

men said. Afterward, Andry Hernández,
the makeup artist, said officers sent him
to the isolation room. There, guards in
hoods forced him to crouch and perform
oral sex, he said.

“They passed the baton over my
parts,” he recalled, “they put the baton
through my legs and raised it, they
groped me, they touched me, and I just
screamed.”

He later described the experience to
several cellmates.

In May, a guard search of one of the
cells turned violent, many of the pris-
oners recalled, and some of the men, en-

raged and desperate, began dislodging
metal parts from their beds and using
them to break the locks on cell doors.

Briefly, gates swung open.
Officers responded with guns and

what the prisoners described as rubber
bullets.

“When the first guy was hit we ran
back into the cell,” recalled Edwuar
Hernández, 23. “They began to shoot at
us point blank, from the bars toward the
inside.”

Mr. Ortega said he was hit with a pro-
jectile that ricocheted off his forehead,
making him bleed profusely. Luis Ro-
dríguez, 26, said a shot tore into his hand.
José Carmona, 28, was hit in the thigh, he
said.

After this attempt at a rebellion, offi-
cials forced many of the men to the is-
land, including Mr. Chacón.

There, he said, “they put our heads in-
side a tank as if to drown us, and they
took our heads out again and hit us on the
ribs, on the legs, with whatever they
could find.”

A SECRET DEAL

Far from the prison, diplomats from the
United States and Venezuela were hash-
ing out a deal that would determine the
prisoners’ fates.

Mr. Maduro had spent the last year im-
prisoning U.S. citizens and permanent
residents in an effort to gain leverage
over Washington. In July, he agreed to
release 10 of them, along with 80 Vene-
zuelan political prisoners, in exchange
for the 252 men imprisoned in El Sal-
vador.

In the weeks before the release, the
men said, some of the abuse subsided.
Eventually, guards arrived with Head &
Shoulders shampoo, Speed Stick deodor-
ant and Colgate toothpaste, the men re-
called, and they were shaved and their
hair was cut.

Then the prison director appeared.
“You have 20 minutes to bathe,” he told

them, according to Jerce Reyes, 36.
“We all started screaming and crying,”

he said, “because we knew we were leav-
ing.”

Mr. Maduro, who many Venezuelans
blamed for their exile, now had the op-
portunity to portray himself as a cham-
pion for migrants rejected by Mr. Trump.

When they touched down in Venezue-
la’s capital, Caracas, the men were met
by the country’s interior minister, Dios-
dado Cabello, who had become the face
of the country’s surveillance and repres-
sion apparatus. They were held for sev-
eral days, made to tell their stories on
state television, and then sent home.

In some cases, officials from the coun-
try’s feared intelligence service escorted
them to their doorsteps.

Of the 252 men, seven had serious
criminal histories in Venezuela, Mr. Cab-
ello claimed on television, saying his
government had detained 20 who were
“wanted” by the government, without
explaining further.

In September, a U.S. federal appeals
court blocked the Trump administration
from using the Alien Enemies Act to de-
port migrants. But the ruling does not
prevent the government from using
other lawful means to remove people
from the United States, meaning Mr.
Trump could send more people to prison
in El Salvador.

In the interviews, the freed prisoners
reported ongoing physical and mental
health problems, which they attributed
to the beatings and other abuse: blurred
vision; recurring migraines; trouble
breathing; shoulder, back and knee pain
some linked to the “crane” position;
nightmares; insomnia. Some have seen
doctors, but many said they could not af-
ford to.

Mr. Cedeño, 23, the man with asthma,
has been hospitalized twice since return-
ing to Venezuela, he said, once after an
asthma attack left him unconscious, and
another after a heart attack, according to
an October doctor’s report.

At night, he doesn’t sleep, he said,
haunted by the rattle of handcuffs, the
voices of Salvadoran officials and the
clang of cell doors.

TITO MARTÍNEZ, 26

He became so weak he had to be fed, he said; when
he was brought to an infirmary, he was beaten.

JOSÉ CARMONA, 28

During unrest in May, he was shot in
the thigh with a projectile, he said.

MAIKEL OLIVERA, 37

The men were beaten, he said, for speaking loudly,
singing, or bathing at a time other than dawn.

VICTOR ORTEGA, 25

He was shot in the head with a rubber bullet, he said, that left him bleeding profusely.

ANDRYS CEDEÑO, 23

An asthmatic, he convulsed after being tear gassed; he says the guard laughed.

Blurred vision, migraines,

joint pain and insomnia are

some ongoing issues the

freed prisoners reported.

Annie Correal and Jazmine Ulloa contrib-
uted reporting from New York, Mitch
Smith from Chicago and Adriana Loureiro
Fernandez from across Venezuela. Shee-
lagh McNeill contributed research.

Accused of working with Venezuela’s autocratic leader, the inmates say they had been fleeing the repressive regime.
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