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SUNDAY, APRIL 15, 2012

Senators Win, but Only After a Few Angry Shots
By JEFF Z. KLEIN

JASON SZENES FOR THE NEW YORK TIMES

Chris Neil (25) slapped a shot past Rangers goalie Hendrik Lundqvist in a
goal-mouth scramble in overtime. Game 3 is Monday night in Ottawa.

It was nothing more than retribution,
frontier justice in its simplest form. But
in the peculiar context of playoff hockey,
what the Ottawa Senators did at Madison Square Garden on Saturday night
was also a stroke of
SENATORS
3 tactical genius.
The Senators ralRANGERS
2
lied late and beat
Overtime
the Rangers, 3-2,
Series tied, 1-1 with a goal from
Chris Neil at 1
minute 17 seconds of overtime, tying
their opening-round playoff series at
one game apiece.
But what stood out in this game was
the Senators’ determination to punish
one Ranger, Brian Boyle, for what he
did to their star defenseman, Erik
Karlsson, in Game 1.
They jumped Boyle. They challenged
him to fight. Their pursuit of Boyle neutralized a climate that was all about the
top-seeded Rangers and their solid
Game 1 victory.

P L AYO F F S
Now the increasingly bitter series
heads to Ottawa for Game 3 on Monday
night, with the eighth-seeded Senators
on even terms with the Rangers.
“The whole night was a battle,” said
Neil, a key figure in the game for his
scoring touch and his fists. “We
achieved what we wanted to. We got
back to our style of hockey.”
The Senators had vengeance on their
minds from the opening face-off. They
were out to punish Boyle for grabbing
Karlsson in Game 1 and punching him
six times in the head.
Boyle is 6 feet 7 inches and 244
pounds, and Karlsson is 6 feet and 180
pounds. Karlsson did not have a chance
to hit back, yet both he and Boyle were
given roughing penalties. The Senators
did not retaliate against Boyle during
Continued on Page 9

BARTON SILVERMAN/THE NEW YORK TIMES

Four of the five goals Lundqvist has
allowed in the series have come after the start of the third period.

‘It Ain’t About the Record’
AT A SCHOOL IN TENNESSEE, A TEAM OF SURVIVORS

RUTH FREMSON/THE NEW YORK TIMES

Carroll Academy’s players, mostly novices, are coached to sit with hands up in the locker room as a reminder of how to play defense.

By JOHN BRANCH

HUNTINGDON, Tenn. — It was early on a Friday
morning, and there was an emergency in Carroll Academy’s Room 5. A student named Destiny was sitting alone,
crying. With cameras in every classroom, she could be

On the court the previous night, her street-tough

THE LADY JAGUARS

persona boiled toward reckless anger. Defended tightly,

The Point Guard

often by two opponents, she was all elbows and sneers.

PART 1

Coach Tonya Lutz did not like what she saw and
benched Destiny in the second half. Randy Hatch, the
school administrator, did not like what he saw, either.

seen on the monitor in the security office.

He had a hunch. And he had a tip. He ordered a drug

The girls basketball team at Carroll Academy had

test for Destiny the next morning.

lost the night before, 69-9, at home to University School of

That was why she was crying in Room 5.

Jackson, a private college-preparatory school about 45
were games this season when Destiny scored all the

“I’m not going to be able to pass my drug screen,”

Destiny, a 17-year-old senior with a crossover drib-

team’s points. There were times in every game when her

she said when Lutz, Hatch and the school’s security di-

ble, a silky shooting touch and a habit of drug use, was

passes, delivered at the velocity of someone playing

rector, Patrick Steele, came into the room. And before she

the only one of the nine Carroll Academy players with

dodge ball, bounced off teammates’ hands, leaving Des-

was escorted to the restroom to urinate into a cup, she

any previous high school basketball experience. There

tiny in a quiet fit of grimaces and upturned palms.

minutes away.

Continued on Page 5

WINNING ALLIANCE
IN SAN ANTONIO

RIGHT WAY, HARD WAY
AND THE LONG WAY

WRIGHT RETURNS
AND WASTES NO TIME

Spurs Coach Gregg Popovich and the
veteran star Tim Duncan have
formed a unique partnership over
the past 15 years. Page 7.

Jerome Williams, a pitcher with ties
to Brooklyn, has taken a long,
winding journey that is scheduled to
land him in Yankee Stadium. Page 3.

David Wright decided to play with a
broken right pinkie and hit a homer
in his first at-bat, leading the Mets to
a 5-0 win over the Phillies. Page 3.
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MONDAY, APRIL 16, 2012

Anthony’s Big Day
Is No Match for Big Three

LeBron
James (6)
combined
with
Dwyane
Wade and
Chris Bosh
for 73
points.
Carmelo
Anthony
had 42 for
the Knicks.

By HOWARD BECK

BARTON SILVERMAN/THE NEW YORK TIMES

For 42 minutes, the ledger was nearly
even — Carmelo Anthony on one side,
points flying from his fingertips, the Miami Heat on the
93
other, unleashing HEAT
every ounce of KNICKS
85
their star power
to match him in a rousing Sunday matinee at Madison Square Garden.
Then came those other six minutes.
“It was all a blur,” Anthony said. “I
can’t even — I don’t even know — I
don’t even know what happened. It just
happened so fast.”

Turnovers happened. Poor shooting
happened. Miami’s defense happened.
LeBron James happened.
It took the Knicks most of the afternoon to establish their credentials,
and just a handful of plays for the Heat
to shred them in a 93-85 victory that
served as a bold reminder of the gap between the franchises.
Anthony had 42 points, the most a
player has scored against Miami this
season. But the Heat still have more talent, better balance and better precision,
and they employed all of it as James,
Dwyane Wade and Chris Bosh com-

bined for 73 points and 33 rebounds.
The loss dropped the Knicks (31-29)
back into eighth place in the Eastern
Conference, and momentarily moved
them away from a first-round playoff
matchup with the Heat (42-17).
Miami held an 81-80 lead with 6 minutes 3 seconds to play, then scored 6
consecutive points while the Knicks
sputtered. The Heat closed the game on
a 12-5 kick, ending the Knicks’ home
winning streak at nine games and
sweeping the season series, 3-0.
“I think the difference right now is
Continued on Page D5

‘We’re Not Really Bad Kids’
COURT-ORDERED BASKETBALL, AND NO FANS

RUTH FREMSON/THE NEW YORK TIMES

Carroll Academy has a dress code and strict rules. In the hallway, a check for contraband and drugs begins each school day.

By JOHN BRANCH

HUNTINGDON, Tenn. — The Carroll Academy girls
basketball team had just lost by 59 points to Dresden
High School, the top team in the conference. Still, Tonya
Lutz, Carroll Academy’s coach, lauded her team’s effort.

half of the usual girls-boys doubleheader.

THE LADY JAGUARS
The School
PART 2

It might be their favorite time of the day. The pressures of their lives melt away amid gossip and sugar.
But first it was Dresden’s Senior Night. One by one,
every Dresden senior winter-season athlete was intro-

Randy Hatch, Carroll Academy’s day-to-day director and

duced to an admiring crowd. Each carried a bouquet of

founder of the basketball program, reached into a pocket

flowers across the court, handed it to beaming parents
and received hugs and kisses.

and slipped $20 to one of the girls, as he usually does after games.
Together, amid giggles, the nine girls on the team
bounced to the snack stand in a single-file line. Patrick

boys and girls, from opposing fans. He escorts the players wherever they go — from the bus to the gym, to the
locker rooms and bathrooms, and back to the bus.

Steele, the school’s straight-faced security director, fol-

The girls returned to the empty bleachers on the vis-

lowed them. Over the years, Steele has overheard taunts,

itors’ side of the gym, munching on candy and popcorn.

even racial slurs, directed at Carroll Academy students,

They settled in to watch the boys teams play, the second

The Carroll Academy girls watched. Destiny broke
the mood by pretending to cry.
“Miss Tonya, can we have parents’ night, too?” she
asked with a mocking tone. A couple of girls giggled.
“We could do a Senior Night,” Hatch whispered. “I
Continued on Page D2
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TUESDAY, APRIL 17, 2012

Boyle Unstoppable,
Lundqvist Untouchable
By JEFF Z. KLEIN

OTTAWA — The Rangers and the
Senators stuck to hockey in Game 3 of
their playoff series Monday night, leaving the sucker-punching, brawling and
elbowing of the previous two games behind.
The central figure
RANGERS
1
of those contentious
games emerged as
SENATORS
0
the main man in
Rangers lead
this
superbly
series, 2-1
played game —
Rangers
forward
Brian Boyle, who broke a scoreless tie
with 12 minutes 25 seconds to play.
Boyle, booed whenever he touched the
puck, corralled a shot that had rebounded hard off the end boards and backhanded it past Ottawa goalie Craig Anderson, silencing the crowd.
“If I’m a villain to them, that’s good,”
said Boyle, looking like a pirate with his
playoff goatee and mustache.

Boyle’s goal — his
third in three playoff
games, one each night
— gave the Rangers a
1-0 victory and a twoP L A Y O F F S games-to-one lead in
the series. Game 4 is
here Wednesday night.
“It’s tough for Anderson when it
comes off the wall that hard,” Boyle said
of the rebound, the result of a shot by
Rangers defenseman Dan Girardi. “I
was facing it the whole time, and I just
took a whack at it.”
The 6-foot-7 Boyle was a key player in
the Rangers’ 4-2 win in Game 1. He
scored a goal and grabbed Ottawa’s
much smaller star defenseman, Erik
Karlsson, punching him repeatedly in
the head. Boyle was also a key figure in
Game 2, in which the Senators came out
bent on punishing him for what he had
done to Karlsson. Matt Carkner pummeled him, and Chris Neil fought him.
Carkner was suspended one game for

his attack. Still, Boyle scored a thirdperiod goal that night that briefly gave
the Rangers the lead before the Senators rallied to win in overtime, 3-2.
On Monday, the Rangers’ other star
was Henrik Lundqvist, who stopped all
39 shots he faced.
Boyle even stepped in to help Lundqvist after Lundqvist lost his stick during a third-period scramble. Boyle
handed the goalie his own stick until order was restored in the Rangers’ end.
And Boyle helped cement the victory
when the Rangers killed a penalty while
clinging to the lead. With less than seven minutes left, Boyle pounced on a
loose puck and barged in for a shorthanded breakaway. Anderson stopped
him, but Boyle drew a slashing penalty,
negating the Senators’ advantage.
“He’s playing the right way,” Coach
John Tortorella said of Boyle, who
turned around a disappointing regular
season by scoring five goals in the last
Continued on Page B15

BLAIR GABLE/REUTERS

Brian Boyle, center, being surrounded by his teammates after he scored the
game’s only goal, in the third period. It was his third goal of the series.

‘Bad Decisions, Good Intentions’
FOR CARROLL ACADEMY’S PLAYERS, HOME IS NOT ALWAYS A HAVEN

RUTH FREMSON/THE NEW YORK TIMES

Summer used to participate in ballet, soccer and beauty pageants. Now she’s a 17-year-old mother at a school for troubled teenagers.

By JOHN BRANCH

HUNTINGDON, Tenn. — Carroll Academy warmed
up on one end of the court. Sacred Heart of Jesus, a private
Roman Catholic high school in Jackson, Tenn., warmed up
on the other. The thump, thump, thump of basketballs

the only family they got.”

THE LADY JAGUARS
The Forward
PART 3

Summer, a 17-year-old senior, wore jersey No. 14. She
held a basketball on her hip and looked downcourt.
Though one of her juvenile offenses involved fighting, the
white scar over her right eye was a result of an uninten-

bouncing on the wood floor echoed through the vast emp-

tional head butt from an opposing player a month earlier,

tiness of the Jackson Community College gym.

in early January. Summer had wobbled to the bench,
bleeding, and passed out into her coach’s arms. An ambu-

One side of the gym had a smattering of fans for Sa-

lance carried her to the hospital down the street. Carroll

cred Heart. The bleachers set aside for Carroll Academy’s Lady Jaguars were virtually empty. Again.
The nine girls on the team usually outnumber their
fans in the stands.
“That tells you all you need to know,” said Randy

Hatch, the day-to-day leader of Carroll Academy, a school

Academy lost that game, 62-4.

in Huntingdon administered by the juvenile court.

Summer watched Sacred Heart’s warm-up shots

“That’s why we’re here. If their parents had been there

carom off the rim. For once, she saw no imposingly tall or

all along, maybe we wouldn’t be here. Right now, we’re

Continued on Page B16

LOTS OF MOVES,
NOT MUCH MOVEMENT

JETS GATHER
AND LOOK AHEAD

PAVANO STOPS YANKS;
METS BATTER BRAVES

The Knicks don’t look very different
than they did last spring, when they
lost to the Celtics in the playoffs.
On Pro Basketball, Page B14.

Santonio Holmes, the symbol to
some of the Jets’ locker-room turmoil
and late-season collapse, said he had
no regrets. Page B14.

Carl Pavano overcame a slow start as
the Twins won, 7-3. In Atlanta, the
Mets won, 6-1, their fourth straight
win over Atlanta. Page B13.
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WEDNESDAY, APRIL 18, 2012

Stoudemire and Knicks
Have Plenty to Cheer
By HOWARD BECK

The broadest smile in the building, 90
minutes before tip-off Tuesday night,
belonged to a coy and nearly giddy
Amar’e Stoudemire, an antsy star waiting for his chance to join a Knicks joyride that is still accelerating, improbably, toward the
finish.
KNICKS
118
By the end of
CELTICS
110
the evening, the
smiles were plastered across Madison Square Garden,
spreading like a happy contagion.
Stoudemire will be back soon, he assured. In the meantime, his teammates
kept up their April assault on the
N.B.A., rolling to a 118-110 victory over
the Boston Celtics that ranked among
their most important this season.
It was a win built on selfless playmaking, on Carmelo Anthony’s first tripledouble as a Knick and on a hailstorm of
3-pointers from Steve Novak and J. R.
Smith.
It lifted the Knicks into sole pos-

session of seventh place in the Eastern
Conference, at 32-29. It kept them — albeit marginally — in the hunt for the Atlantic Division lead, held by Boston (3626). And it served as a fantastic confidence boost with the playoffs on the horizon.
The victory was just the Knicks’ third
this season over one of the East’s elite
teams.
“It’s huge,” said Tyson Chandler, “because we know Boston has been rolling.
Boston’s playing incredible of late.”
The Knicks opened a 21-point lead in
the first half, held a double-digit edge
for most of the second half and repelled
the Celtics down the stretch after Boston cut the deficit to 6.
Anthony finished with 35 points, 12 rebounds and 10 assists, for the second
triple-double of his career. Novak set career highs with 25 points and eight
3-pointers, which fell one shy of the
franchise record. Smith had a seasonhigh 25 points and hit seven 3-pointers,
all in the first half, which tied a fran-

chise record.
The Knicks finished with 19 3-pointers, the second most in franchise history. They hit 14 in the first half, tying an
N.B.A. record.
The Celtics blamed themselves.
“We talked about maybe overreacting to Carmelo,” said Paul Pierce, who
led Boston with a season-high 43 points.
“We started trapping him and it allowed
them to swing the ball to open shooters,
and it ignited the other guys and gave
them a lot of confidence."
The victory pushed the Knicks one
game ahead of the Philadelphia 76ers
(31-30), who lost earlier to Indiana. The
Knicks effectively have a two-game lead
because they hold the head-to-head tiebreaker.
As an added bonus, Stoudemire
should be back in the lineup within
days. He hinted strongly that he will
play Friday night in Cleveland, after
taking four weeks to recover from a
bulging disk in his back.
Continued on Page B14

ANDREW GOMBERT/EUROPEAN PRESSPHOTO AGENCY

Steve Novak made eight 3-pointers and scored 25 points off the bench for
the Knicks, who moved into sole possession of seventh place in the East.

‘I Know What It Feels Like’
WHEN CHILDREN ARE CAUGHT IN THE CYCLE, NOT ALL CAN BE SAVED

RUTH FREMSON/THE NEW YORK TIMES

Patrick Steele, Carroll Academy’s hard-nosed security director, doles out discipline, but a student like Alleyah, below, touches his heart.

Always alert to the movements of the players, partic-

By JOHN BRANCH

HUNTINGDON, Tenn. — Patrick Steele stood alone
near the door to the locker room. It was a Friday night
doubleheader, the girls before the boys, and the gym at
Big Sandy was as full as any Carroll Academy had seen.

THE LADY JAGUARS
The Security Director
PART 4

ularly at road games, he was in his element. He scanned
the faces in the crowd. He searched for hints of trouble.
But to him, it was not an issue of race. It was an issue
of keeping the students safe. And right now, the girls were

For weeks, there had been whispers of worry about

behind a closed door, gathered in a circle with their arms

the game at Big Sandy. While blacks comprise about 10

locked at the elbows, receiving last-minute instructions

percent of the population in Carroll Academy’s five-

from their coach and bowing their heads in prayer.
They were safe.

county area, none of Big Sandy’s 574 residents were
black, according to the latest census.
“Redneck City,” one of the girls had said as the van
turned on the winding road toward Big Sandy.

into the brightly lighted gym through a side door.
Adults had echoed the perception, but none of the
whispers came from Steele, Carroll Academy’s omnipres-

“This place is racist,” one of the boys on the basket-

ent security director, a man of straight faces and penetrat-

ball team said as the Carroll Academy contingent slipped

ing eyes, the son of a black mother and a mixed-race father.

So Steele, 53, stood near the baseline, outside the
locker room minutes before the game, and looked pleased
to be there. He let slip a sliver of a smile.
Those girls in the locker room? They were not just
Continued on Page B18

JUMPING RIGHT
INTO THE DEEP END

N.F.L. SCHEDULE
PRESENTS CHALLENGES

YANKS ROUT TWINS;
METS FALL TO BRAVES

Chris Kreider made his N.H.L. debut
in Game 3 of the Rangers’ playoff
series against the Senators in
Ottawa. Page B17.

The champion Giants’ schedule is
backloaded with tough games, and
the Jets will host New England on
Thanksgiving night. Page B16.

C. C. Sabathia was solid in the
Yankees’ 8-3 victory; Johan Santana
recorded four outs in the Mets’ 9-3
loss at Atlanta. Page B15.
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THURSDAY, APRIL 19, 2012

With Rally, Senators Prove to Be Rangers’ Match
By JEFF Z. KLEIN

OTTAWA — The Rangers are facing
an opponent as scrappy and resilient as
themselves.
Kyle Turris’s goal at 2 minutes 42 seconds of overtime lifted the eighth-seeded Ottawa Senators
SENATORS
3 over the top-seeded
3-2,
RANGERS
2 Rangers,
Wednesday night,
Overtime
evening the openSeries tied, 2-2 ing-round series at
two games apiece.
The Rangers scored two early powerplay goals and seemed as if they had the
series in hand. But the Senators, playing without their captain, Daniel Alfredsson, clawed back and now have
momentum for Game 5 on Saturday
night at Madison Square Garden.
“We’re confident in our ability to
come back and beat a team like this,”
Turris said.
Rangers Coach John Tortorella said
the loss was frustrating, “but, hey you
lose two overtimes, it’s 2 to 2, and you
go back home.”
The Rangers lost Game 2 on a goal by
Chris Neil at 1:17 of overtime Saturday

night.
Turris took a pass as
he crisscrossed with
Jim O’Brien in the
Rangers’ zone and
P L A Y O F F S fired the puck while using defenseman Anton
Stralman as a screen. The shot went between the legs of Stralman, who earlier
in the game scored his second goal of
the series, and whizzed over Henrik
Lundqvist’s glove hand under the crossbar.
After taking a 2-0 lead, the Rangers
were forced back on their heels starting
late in the first period and for most of
the rest of the game. The only reason
they stayed close was the superb effort
by Lundqvist, who stopped 28 shots,
and by the Rangers’ skaters, who
blocked another 30.
The score was 2-1 as the second intermission approached, but at 17:50 and
with the Rangers killing a penalty to Artem Anisimov, the Senators finally got a
clear look at Lundqvist without a thicket of Rangers standing guard in front of
him.
Continued on Page B18

The Senators’ Kyle Turris
celebrated with his
teammates, above, after
scoring at 2:42 of overtime
against Henrik Lundqvist, left,
who had 28 saves.
PHOTOGRAPHS BY BLAIR GABLE/REUTERS

‘I Won the Ballgame’

THE SEASON ENDS, AND THE SCOREBOARD DOESN’T TELL THE STORY

RUTH FREMSON/THE NEW YORK TIMES

Tonya Lutz, the Carroll Academy basketball coach, is seen as a stable role model, unlike anyone else her troubled players know.

By JOHN BRANCH

The couple of dozen Carroll Academy fans in attend-

HUNTINGDON, Tenn. — It was a last chance. The
score was close. And Tonya Lutz was not going to let the
opportunity slip.

THE LADY JAGUARS

ance stood and gave the girls their biggest ovation of the

The Coach

season as they disappeared into the locker room.

PART 5

“We can win this ballgame, but y’all have to help me

The girls looked on, their hands raised and palms

out of their district playoff basketball game.

out, Lutz’s mandated reminder during timeouts and half-

It was a play-in game, of sorts, between ninth-seeded
Carroll Academy and eighth-seeded Bruceton High,

The girls piled their hands in the middle of the huddle.

where several of her players attended before the juve-

“O.K.,” Lutz said. “One, two, three — hustle!”

Lutz hollered instructions about rebounding and de-

the district tournament, ever!” Lutz shouted, talking faster than usual.

out!” she shouted to her players during a first-half time-

nile-court system sent them to Carroll Academy.

“Carroll Academy girls have never won a game in

Destiny, the senior point guard, made a 3-pointer. She
hit another. Carroll Academy trailed by only 3, its smallest

times to always keep their hands up on defense.
“Come on, girls,” cried Summer, a 17-year-old senior
with a baby at home, a recently failed drug test in her file
and a history of delinquency on her juvenile record.

second-quarter margin of the season. Murmurs rippled

Theirs may be a losing team, unappreciated and un-

Sweaty, pie-eyed faces nodded back at her.

through the crowd at the neutral court in Clarksburg. Bruce-

loved. But for one coach and nine girls, on a day when

“This is the end of the trail if y’all don’t do that. This

ton stretched the lead to double digits. Destiny’s 3-pointer

they would be together for the last time, there was reason

fense. “Do you understand that?” she said.

is in your court. Y’all have to want it. Y’all understand?”

with one second left made the halftime score 24-16.

Continued on Page B14

KNICKS BID FAREWELL
TO NEW JERSEY

METS FALTER IN RAIN;
YANKS LOSE AT HOME

SUMMITT STEPS DOWN
AFTER 38 SEASONS

Carmelo Anthony scored 27 of his 33
points in the first half of the Knicks’
104-95 win over the Nets, who move
to Brooklyn next season. Page B15.

R. A. Dickey allowed eight runs in the
Mets’ 14-6 loss to the Braves. Hiroki
Kuroda gave up six in the Yankees’
6-5 loss to the Twins. Page B17.

Pat Summitt, who won 1,098 games
and 8 national championships at
Tennessee, has early onset
Alzheimer’s disease. Page B18.

