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Every two days at the Univer-
sity of Xi’an in China, cleaners
dressed in white hazmat suits
taped tight to their bodies disin-
fect the dormitory hallways.
Zhang Shengzi, a 24-year-old stu-
dent, said the smell is so pungent
she has to wait some time after
they’ve gone before she will open
her door again.

She can barely leave her room,
let alone campus, and all her
classes are online.

Ms. Zhang’s university, like the
rest of Xi’an, has been under a
citywide lockdown since Dec. 22.
It is the longest lockdown in China
since the first one in Wuhan,
where the coronavirus outbreak
began almost two years ago.

In scenes recalling the early
days of the pandemic, hungry res-
idents have traded coffee for eggs
and cigarettes for instant noodles.
A pregnant woman and an 8-year-
old boy suffering from leukemia
are among those who have been
denied medical care. People in
need of lifesaving medications
have struggled to obtain them.

China’s ability to control the vi-
rus has come a long way since the
pandemic started: It has inocu-
lated nearly 1.2 billion people and
set up a nationwide electronic

health database for contact trac-
ing.

Yet it has continued to rely on
the same authoritarian virus-
fighting methods from early 2020,
including strict quarantines, bor-
der closings and lockdowns.
These have led to food and medi-
cal shortages and growing ques-
tions about how much longer its
zero-Covid strategy, the last in the

world, can continue.

Despite the frustration, the au-
thorities in Xi’an on Wednesday
declared the city’s battle with the
virus a victory. Fourteen days into
the lockdown, city officials said
that Xi’an had achieved “zero
Covid on a societal level,” though
its 13 million residents remained
unable to leave home.

“The district security guards

are like prison guards and we are
like prisoners,” said Tom Zhao, a
Xi’an resident. Mr. Zhao, 38, said
he had joined dozens of chat
groups last week searching for
anyone who could help him find
medicine for his mother, who has
early-stage diabetes.

Even big multinational compa-
nies in the city have been affected. 

China’s Latest Lockdown Leaves Residents Feeling ‘Like Prisoners’

By ALEXANDRA STEVENSON

Students underwent compulsory testing in Xi’an, which has been under lockdown since Dec. 22.
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WASHINGTON — On the day
President Biden was inaugurated,
the advisory board of health ex-
perts who counseled him during
his transition officially ceased to
exist. But its members have qui-
etly continued to meet regularly
over Zoom, their conversations of-
ten turning to frustration with Mr.
Biden’s coronavirus response.

Now, six of these former advis-
ers have gone public with an ex-
traordinary, albeit polite, critique
— and a plea to be heard. In three
opinion articles published on
Thursday in The Journal of the
American Medical Association,
they called for Mr. Biden to adopt
an entirely new domestic pan-
demic strategy geared to the “new
normal” of living with the virus in-
definitely, not to wiping it out.

The authors are all big names in
American medicine. Several, in-
cluding Dr. Luciana Borio, a for-
mer acting chief scientist at the
Food and Drug Administration,
and Dr. David Michaels, a former
head of the Occupational Safety 
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U.S. to Remake

Covid Strategy
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Long adept at stoking unrest
in the West, President Vladimir
V. Putin of Russia sent troops to
the Central Asian nation of Ka-
zakhstan on Thursday to try to

extinguish the
latest in a series of
dangerous fires to
engulf the lands of

the former Soviet Union, terri-
tory that Moscow views as its
own sphere of influence but has
struggled to keep calm.

But if the turmoil in Ka-
zakhstan has once again exposed
the vulnerability of the strong-
man leaders the Kremlin has
trusted to keep order, it has also
presented Russia with yet an-
other opportunity to reassert its
influence in its former Soviet
domain, one of Mr. Putin’s most
cherished long-term goals.

The arrival in Kazakhstan of
2,500 troops from a Russian-led
military alliance amid continuing
spasms of violent protest was the
fourth time in just two years that
Moscow has flexed its muscle in 

Putin Exploits

Kazakh Turmoil

To Extend Grip
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It was mere hours after a mob
spurred on by the “stop the steal”
lies of President Donald J. Trump
had attacked the United States
Capitol, and already new lies were
taking hold in the nearby streets.

The police had pushed the few
dozen remaining protesters off

the Capitol grounds, but some
continued to hurl threats and ob-
scenities at a line of officers in riot
gear. “Traitors get the rope,” a
man shouted. “Wait until we come
back with rifles.”

Only yards away, though, oth-
ers were spinning fictions about
what they had just witnessed,
even joined.

“They’re calling us violent
Trump mobs,” bemoaned a wom-

an shortly before 8 p.m.
“That’s because antifa came

here dressed as Trump support-
ers and started all this,” added one
of the men she was speaking with.

Another man chimed in to say

that he had been inside the Capi-
tol, and that it had been peaceful.
“We didn’t do a thing,” he said.
“We were there for the Constitu-
tion — to make sure democracy
was followed.”

Soon, that instant rewriting of
history coursed from the street to
online chat rooms to social media
and, in the case of the antifa con-
spiracy theory, to Laura Ingra-

The Right’s Revisionist History of an Uprising Fueled by a Lie

This article is by Matthew Rosen-
berg, Jim Rutenberg and Michael
M. Grynbaum.

Concocting Conspiracy

Theories and Rumors

Members of Congress held a vigil to mark one year since the Capitol riot. Republicans were largely absent from Thursday’s activities.
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WASHINGTON — President
Biden denounced former Presi-
dent Donald J. Trump and his al-
lies on Thursday for holding “a
dagger at the throat of America”
by promoting lies and violence as
the nation’s capital fractured into
sparring camps a year after the
Jan. 6 mob assault on Congress.

In his most sustained and
scathing repudiation of his prede-
cessor since taking office, Mr. Bi-
den used the anniversary of the
Capitol siege to condemn Mr.
Trump for waging an “undemo-
cratic” and “un-American” cam-
paign against the legitimacy of the
election system, much as auto-
crats and dictators do, all to avoid
admitting defeat.

“The former president of the
United States of America has cre-
ated and spread a web of lies
about the 2020 election,” Mr. Bi-
den said, standing in the National
Statuary Hall, which had been in-
vaded by throngs of Trump sup-
porters a year ago. “He’s done so
because he values power over
principle, because he sees his own
interests as more important than

his country’s interests and Ameri-
ca’s interests, and because his
bruised ego matters more to him
than our democracy or our Consti-
tution. He can’t accept he lost.”

The president’s address began
a commemoration that, instead of
showcasing American unity
against threats to democracy, only
underscored just how riven the
country remains a year after riot-
ers armed with hockey sticks,
baseball bats, crutches, flagpoles,
fire extinguishers, bear spray and
stolen police batons broke into the
Capitol to disrupt the counting of
the Electoral College votes ratify-
ing Mr. Trump’s defeat.

Democrats, warning of the un-
diminished dangers posed by Mr.
Trump and his followers, marked
the anniversary with a day of
events, including speeches, per-
sonal testimony, a panel of histori-
ans, videos, moments of silence
and a candlelight vigil, while Re-
publicans by and large stayed
away and refused to participate.

No Republican senators
showed up on the floor for a ses-

Biden Condemns Trump as U.S. Remembers Capitol Riot

Accuses His Predecessor of Holding
‘Dagger at the Throat of America’
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WASHINGTON — For most of
his first year in office, President
Biden has bet that he could move
the country past the divisiveness
of his predecessor by restoring a

sense of normalcy
to the White House,
practicing the
traditional brand of

politics he learned over decades
in the Senate and as vice presi-
dent — and largely ignoring the
man he refers to as “the former
guy.”

It didn’t work.
So on Thursday, Mr. Biden put

aside his hopes of no longer
having to engage directly with
Donald J. Trump and went ag-
gressively at him, using an im-
passioned speech in the Capitol
to make clear the urgent necessi-
ty of confronting Mr. Trump —
and Trumpism.

“We saw it with our own eyes.

Rioters menaced these halls,
threatening the life of the
speaker of the house, literally
erecting gallows to hang the vice
president of the United States of
America,” Mr. Biden said from
National Statuary Hall.

“What did we not see?” he
continued. “We didn’t see a for-
mer president who had just
rallied the mob to attack, sitting
in the private dining room off the
Oval Office in the White House,
watching it all on television and
doing nothing for hours as police
were assaulted, lives at risk, the
nation’s Capitol under siege.”

Later, Mr. Biden was even
more blunt, even as he refused to
utter Mr. Trump’s name. “He was
just looking for an excuse, a
pretext, to cover for the truth,”
he said of Mr. Trump’s lies about
election fraud. “He’s not just a 

A Direct Attack After a Year
Of Ignoring ‘the Former Guy’
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WASHINGTON — Represent-
ative Jason Crow, Democrat of
Colorado, kept the pen he was
prepared to brandish as a weap-
on if the rioters who stormed the
Capitol in the name of Donald J.
Trump made it to where he was
in the House chamber last Jan. 6.

Senator Amy Klobuchar of
Minnesota, the top Democrat on
the Rules Committee, framed an
official tally certifying President
Biden’s electoral victory, along
with a letter opener used to open
an electoral vote ballot, after the
tear gas had cleared following
the assault.

And upon request, Represent-
ative Andy Kim, Democrat of
New Jersey, donated to the
Smithsonian the blue J. Crew
suit was wearing during the at-
tack, though he kept a broken
golden eagle he gingerly re-
moved from the debris while
picking up trash in the Rotunda
after the mayhem.

“They’re artifacts of the day
and what happened,” Mr. Crow
said in a recent interview. “I
think it’s important for my fam-
ily to be able to have those things
as part of the ability to tell that
story in the future.”

In the days after the attack,
many who lived through it clung
to tangible relics of the day —
from panicked text messages
they sent their families to the
crumpled escape hoods they
hurriedly unwrapped inside the
House chamber — assembling
their own makeshift memorials
to one of the most destructive
events in the history of the build-
ing.

But one year later, lawmakers
and historians are still debating
how Congress itself should me-
morialize the riot at the Capitol,
which is both a working legisla-
tive body that came under attack
and a living museum of Ameri-
can history. They are grappling
with the thorny question of how,
if at all, to officially mark an as-
sault whose victims cannot
agree on the basic facts of what
happened.

The National Museum of
American History, a branch of
the Smithsonian, collected pro-
test signs, posters and banners
from the assault. Some of the de-
bris and damaged items from the
Capitol complex were handed
over to the Justice Department.
And a spokeswoman for the Ar-
chitect of the Capitol, which
oversees the building and its
grounds, said the agency was ex-
amining options to display a col-
lection once prosecutorial work
against those who breached the
building had concluded.

Some lawmakers are pressing
for a far more detailed account-
ing of the day. House Democrats
have introduced legislation that
would require a permanent ex-
hibit in the Capitol. A similar res-
olution was used to install a
plaque that pays tribute to two
Capitol Police officers killed de-
fending the building from a gun-
man in 1998.

“It’s going to have to be told,
and we have to make sure that
we’re preserving that, because
ultimately, what it shows is that
democracy can be fragile if peo-
ple don’t reinvigorate it and fight
for it,” said Mr. Crow, a sponsor of
the bill. “You have to make sure
we’re telling that story to ensure
that we have the resolve to do
what’s necessary to preserve
our democracy.”

Multiple lawmakers have
called for the preservation of
damaged items, particularly a
cracked window in the Rotunda
doors that open onto the plaza.
That window has since been re-
placed, but it is unclear whether
the shattered pane was kept.

“Hopefully, they will preserve
some of what happened here so
that the people can come and see
it and remember what hap-
pened,” said Senator Mitt Rom-
ney, Republican of Utah, who
broke with his party to support
forming a bipartisan commis-
sion to investigate the attack.

But Republicans blocked that
inquiry, and most of them have
spent the past year downplaying
or denying the significance of
the assault, making it unlikely
that they would back legislation
to memorialize it.

Some Republicans argue that
they have already paid appropri-
ate tribute to what happened by
supporting legislation that
awarded the Congressional Gold
Medal to the officers who re-
sponded. That measure ensures

that medals will be displayed at
the headquarters of the Capitol
Police and the Metropolitan Po-
lice Department, one at the
Smithsonian and one at the Capi-
tol. A plaque at the Capitol will
list all the law enforcement agen-
cies involved in protecting the
building.

Democrats plan to spend the
anniversary on Thursday host-
ing a running series of memori-
als, reflecting on what they expe-
rienced and holding a vigil on the
Capitol steps. With the exception
of two hard-right lawmakers
who plan to protest the treat-
ment of the rioters, there is little
indication that most Republi-
cans plan to be involved in such
public markings of the day.

The Capitol, of course, is filled
with reminders of what hap-
pened. Riot shields are propped
outside entrances to the build-
ing, and metal detectors have
been installed outside the House
chamber. Capitol Police officers
still wrap black mourning bands
around their badges to pay trib-
ute to the colleagues they lost in
connection with the riot.

But there is no official site or
monument in the Capitol dedi-
cated to explaining what hap-
pened, or reflecting on the
wounds inflicted on the institu-
tion and American democracy it-
self on Jan. 6.

“I’ve still lacked the words to
be able to describe to my kids
what happened that day,” Mr.
Kim said in an interview. “When
we go through collective trauma,
it’s often helpful to have some
kind of collective outlet in which
one can reflect on this and think
through this.”

For all of its grandeur, the Cap-
itol is far more functional than a
traditional museum. Most of its
artifacts are on display, and sev-
eral — from the gavels to the
desks — are used on a daily ba-
sis. Many of the building’s trage-

dies and conflicts are not promi-
nent for the casual visitor. The
1814 siege, when the British
burned the Capitol, is marked by
a ceiling painting in a first-floor
hallway. A drawer in the Republi-
can leadership desk remains
damaged by bullets fired by
Puerto Rican nationalists in the
House chamber in 1954.

Even the acknowledgment of
how the Capitol was built — a
single block of sandstone to com-
memorate the work of enslaved
African Americans — came over
a decade after evidence of their
work was unearthed. On rare oc-
casions, Congress has approved
individual plaques, including the
one honoring the officers killed
in 1998.

After the riot, three curator of-
fices responsible for caring for
the furnishings, paint and archi-
tecture of the Capitol quickly piv-
oted from their usual preserva-
tion work to dealing with the
devastation wrought by the riot-
ers. They pooled resources to as-
sess the damage, taking note of
the pH balance left by fire extin-
guisher residue that could per-
manently harm sculptures and
paintings, and swept away the
rubble.

Farar Elliott, the House cura-
tor, told a House panel in Febru-
ary that millions of dollars would
be needed to address the dam-
age, including treating and
cleaning the objects in the Capi-
tol’s historic collection.

“And then, after that, take
stock of what are the artifacts
that tell the story of the people’s
house right up through today,”
she said.

Among the unanswered ques-
tions about how that story will be
told is what Capitol tour guides
will be instructed to say about
Jan. 6. While guides undergo ex-
tensive training, there is no for-
mal script.

“That’s the thing about public
history — the audience is always
going to play a major part,” said
Lauren Rever, who worked as a
visitor guide in the Capitol from
August 2018 to December 2019.
“We can try to predict, we can
try to plan, but you never exactly
know how that’s going to go.
Right now, that’s what makes it a
little scary.”

COMMEMORATIONS

Debate on Memorial
Gains Little Ground
In Divided Congress

‘That’s the thing about
public history — the
audience is always
going to play a major
part.’
LAUREN REVER, former Capitol

visitor guide.

sion of remarks recalling that day.
Representative Liz Cheney of Wy-
oming, one of Mr. Trump’s most
vocal critics, was the only elected
member of her party to join a mo-
ment of silence in the House
chamber, bringing along her fa-
ther, former Vice President Dick
Cheney.

The disparate approaches to
the anniversary made clear that
Jan. 6 has become just another ba-
rometer of America’s partisan di-
vide. Democrats view the storm-
ing of the Capitol as an existential
attack on the Constitution unlike
any in modern times. Most Repub-
licans would rather focus on any-
thing else, with some convinced
that Democrats are exploiting it
as a weapon against them while
others fear crossing Mr. Trump,
who continues to dominate the
party.

Feelings remained raw on Capi-
tol Hill, a place of post-traumatic
stress that has yet to fully recover
from the psychological and politi-
cal scars of an assault that led to at
least seven deaths as well as inju-
ries to 150 police officers. More
than the usual acrimony over leg-
islative differences, the legacy of
Jan. 6 has exacerbated the toxic
rift between members and staff
aides on opposite sides of the
aisle.

While the elaborate fencing
around the Capitol has come down
and the National Guard has gone
home, many were on edge as the
anniversary approached and se-
curity forces were on guard. Fed-
eral officials saw an uptick in on-
line threats, including a video call-
ing for a mass hanging of lawmak-
ers, but cited no new, credible
evidence of organized plots, ac-
cording to a memo obtained by
The New York Times.

Online chatter about celebra-
tions and rallies by right-wing
groups protesting what they call
the persecution of the hundreds of
rioters who have been arrested
did not translate into large-scale
events, and the day passed peace-
fully in Washington.

But emotions were high for
Democrats who recalled the fear
and dread of that day as lawmak-
ers were rushed out of their cham-
bers by overwhelmed police offi-
cers who could not contain rioters
chanting “Hang Mike Pence” and
hunting for Speaker Nancy Pelosi
of California.

Senator Patrick J. Leahy of Ver-
mont paused to compose himself
as he remembered the police offi-
cer who took his arm and vowed to
protect him. Representative Colin
Allred of Texas, a powerfully built
former National Football League
player, described shedding his
coat, expecting to have to physi-
cally guard his colleagues.

To emphasize the significance
of the event, Ms. Pelosi hosted a
discussion led by Carla Hayden,
the librarian of Congress, with the
historians Doris Kearns Goodwin
and Jon Meacham, who talked
about other moments of peril, like
the years leading up to the Civil
War. The panel was introduced
with a video specially produced by
the cast of “Hamilton,” perform-
ing a song from the hit musical
about the founding of the country.

“In my lifetime, this is the hard-
est moment for democracy,” said
Ms. Goodwin. Mr. Meacham, who
helped write Mr. Biden’s speech,
called this moment “democracy’s
hour of maximum danger” and
said “it’s either a step on the way
to the abyss or it is a call to arms,
figuratively, for citizens to engage
and say no, we are more impor-
tant” than “the whim of a single
man or a single party.”

The absence of Republicans in-
dicated that 1/6 will never be re-
membered like 9/11, as a moment
to come together. The surreal
scene of Dick Cheney, himself a
former member of the House, be-

ing welcomed cordially in the
chamber by Ms. Pelosi and other
Democrats who once deemed him
a war criminal illustrated how
much Mr. Trump has transformed
the political dynamics of the coun-
try.

“I’m deeply disappointed we
don’t have better leadership in the
Republican Party to restore the
Constitution,” Mr. Cheney told
Jonathan Karl of ABC News.

Earlier in the morning, his
daughter, who serves as vice chair

of the House select committee in-
vestigating the Jan. 6 riot, casti-
gated fellow Republicans for
“looking the other way” rather
than confronting the import of the
Capitol attack.

“All of my colleagues, anyone
who attempts to minimize what
happened, anyone who denies the
truth of what happened, they
ought to be ashamed of them-
selves,” Ms. Cheney said on the
“Today” show on NBC. “History is
watching, and history will judge
them.”

In the Senate chamber, Demo-
crats assailed Mr. Trump, “the
worst president in modern times,”
as Senator Chuck Schumer of
New York, the Democratic major-

ity leader, put it.
“It was Donald Trump’s big lie

that soaked our political land-
scape in kerosene,” Mr. Schumer
said. “It was Donald Trump’s rally
on the Mall that struck the match.
And then came the fire.”

Mr. Biden’s decision to go after
Mr. Trump so directly broke a year
of mostly silence in which he
avoided acknowledging his prede-
cessor while he tried to fulfill his
campaign promise of working
across party lines.

But with bipartisanship elusive
and Washington stalemated, Mr.
Biden dispensed with the re-
straint and gave the sort of full-
throated denunciation no sitting
president other than the voluble
Mr. Trump has issued against a
predecessor in modern times.

Without using Mr. Trump’s
name, the president goaded him
by referring to him as the “de-
feated former president.” He as-
sailed Mr. Trump for encouraging
supporters and then “doing noth-
ing for hours as police were as-
saulted, lives were at risk, and the
nation’s capital under siege.”

Mr. Biden rejected efforts since
then to rewrite history and cast
the attackers as patriots. “Is that
what you thought when you
looked at the mob ransacking the
Capitol, destroying property, lit-
erally defecating in the hallways,
rifling through desks of senators
and representatives, hunting
down members of Congress?” Mr.
Biden asked. “Patriots? Not in my
view.”

“Those who stormed this Capi-

tol and those who instigated and
incited and those who called on
them to do so,” he added, “held a
dagger at the throat of America, at
American democracy.”

He repeated the imagery in
vowing to safeguard the system:
“I will stand in this breach. I will
defend this nation. And I will allow
no one to place a dagger at the
throat of our democracy.”

Mr. Trump fired back in written
statements from his Mar-a-Lago

estate in Florida. “This political
theater is all just a distraction for
the fact Biden has completely and
totally failed,” he wrote. “The
Democrats want to own this day of
Jan. 6 so they can stoke fears and
divide America,” he added. “I say,
let them have it because America
sees through theirs [sic] lies and
polarizations.”

Mr. Biden offered his most ex-
tended rebuttal of the false claim
that the 2020 election was stolen,

noting that multiple recounts,
court battles and inquiries had
turned up no meaningful fraud.
He pointed out that Republicans
had not challenged Republican
victories for Congress and gover-
norships based on the same bal-
loting they claim was illegitimate
in the presidential race.

Mr. Biden also touched on vot-
ing rights legislation stalled in the
Senate, although he has a sepa-
rate speech on the subject sched-

uled for next week. Vice President
Kamala D. Harris, who spoke be-
fore Mr. Biden, said, “We must
pass voting rights bills that are
now before the Senate.”

Republicans accused the White
House and Democrats of politiciz-
ing the attack to promote legisla-
tion meant to benefit their own
party, and rejected Mr. Biden’s in-
dictment of Mr. Trump. “What
brazen politicization of Jan. 6 by
President Biden,” Senator Lind-

sey Graham of South Carolina
wrote on Twitter.

Mr. Graham himself broke with
Mr. Trump on that day a year ago,
saying, “All I can say is count me
out, enough is enough.” But it did
not take long for him, like most Re-
publicans, to fall in line behind the
former president again.

In a series of tweets on Thurs-
day, Mr. Graham decried the vio-
lence on Jan. 6 but not Mr. Trump.
“President Biden and Vice Presi-

dent Harris’s speeches today,” he
wrote, “were an effort to resurrect
a failed presidency more than
marking the anniversary of a dark
day in American history.”

Representative Steve Scalise of
Louisiana, the House Republican
whip, said Mr. Biden and Demo-
crats have a “mass obsession”
with Mr. Trump and were distract-
ing from their own failures. “They
just want to continue talking
about Donald Trump and any-

thing else other than the problems
they created,” he said on Fox
News.

Still, even as Republicans went
after Mr. Biden and Democrats, no
senior party leaders offered any
real defense of Mr. Trump. The
former president was left to be de-
fended only by some of his most
faithful fringe allies, like Repre-
sentative Matt Gaetz of Florida,
who is under federal investigation
for sex trafficking, and Represent-
ative Marjorie Taylor Greene of
Georgia, a onetime QAnon fol-
lower who asserted that a Califor-
nia wildfire was started by a space
laser controlled by a Jewish bank-
ing family.

The two lawmakers offered con-
spiracy theories blaming the riot
on Democrats and federal au-
thorities at a news conference and
on a podcast hosted by Stephen K.
Bannon, a former adviser to Mr.
Trump who himself is under in-
dictment for contempt of Con-
gress for refusing to cooperate
with the House investigation.

“We’re ashamed of nothing,”
Mr. Gaetz told Mr. Bannon. “We’re
proud of the work we did on Jan. 6
to make legitimate arguments
about election integrity.”

On the steps of the Capitol,
Democrats ended the day with a
candlelight vigil, featuring prayer
and patriotic song and tributes to
the police officers who defended
them and in some cases lost their
lives. What the nation did not end
the day with was a consensus, ei-
ther about what happened then or
what will happen now.

Biden Condemns Trump as U.S. Remembers Jan. 6 Riot
From Page A1

WASHINGTON — Standing on
the House floor on Thursday, Rep-
resentative Pramila Jayapal,
Democrat of Washington, looked
up to the gallery seats above and
decided she was ready, for the first
time in a year, to return to where
she was when a mob tried to break
into the chamber.

Accompanied by her col-
leagues, she found the seat in the
balcony where she had been as
the House met to count electoral
votes to confirm President Biden’s
victory. Free of the escape hood
she held as rioters stormed the
building, she walked through the

gallery row, reflecting on what
happened during the attack and
the events since.

The seemingly small gesture
was just one moment in a strange
and emotional day on Capitol Hill
that drifted between solemn re-
membrance, mass therapy ses-
sion and flashy production, on the
anniversary of the Jan. 6 attack.

“I think I had been afraid of
what it was going to trigger — it
was good to conquer that small
fear,” Ms. Jayapal said in an inter-
view. “There’s no closure. This is
not an event that happened in the
past. We’re tying up some ends
here, and that was one of them.”

The Capitol has a familiar rou-
tine pageantry for a public tribute,
as an institution that often leads
commemorations of the country’s
significant figures and moments,
its achievements and also its

darkest days. On Thursday, as
President Biden and Democrats
relived the brutal violence and
mayhem of a year ago, the atmos-
phere in the Capitol was quiet and
calm, and the security presence
felt much lighter than it did in the
days after the riot.

There was Senator Patrick J.
Leahy, Democrat of Vermont, tak-
ing photos while staff frantically
wiped the footprints off the shiny
black stage where Mr. Biden
would deliver a bracing speech
condemning former President
Donald J. Trump for holding “a
dagger at the throat of America.”

On the Senate floor and across
the Capitol in the House, Demo-
cratic lawmakers took turns shar-
ing their recollections of the har-
rowing day the Capitol came un-
der attack with them inside. Re-
publicans, who have refused to

confront their party’s role in in-
spiring the attack with lies of a
stolen election and sought to play
down its severity, were conspicu-
ous by their absence.

Historians wrestled with how
the day will be enshrined by fu-
ture generations, at a panel con-
vened by Democrats to contextu-
alize what happened. They kicked
off the forum with a recorded per-
formance of “Dear Theodosia,” a
song from the musical “Hamilton”
performed by members of its cast
and introduced by Lin-Manuel Mi-
randa, its superstar creator, pro-
ducing a jarring Broadway mo-
ment on an otherwise somber day.

There were just two Republi-
cans present in the House cham-
ber for a moment of silence com-
memorating the riot in the Capi-
tol: Representative Liz Cheney of
Wyoming and her father, former

Vice President Dick Cheney.
While Republican leaders

stayed away from the remem-
brances at the Capitol, Ms. Che-
ney — who was ousted from her
leadership post for speaking out
against Mr. Trump — and her fa-
ther stood solemnly with hands
over their hearts.

Top Democrats, who regarded
Mr. Cheney as a detested foe when
he served under President
George W. Bush, lined up to shake
his hand and greet him warmly.

It was a striking image on a day
when the only official Republican
event on Capitol Hill was hosted
by Representatives Matt Gaetz of
Florida and Marjorie Taylor
Greene of Georgia, two far-right
lawmakers on the fringes of the
Republican Party. They held a
news conference elevating con-
spiracy theories about the Jan. 6

assault and protesting the treat-
ment of those arrested after par-
ticipating.

Outside the House chamber,
National Statuary Hall, the ornate
marble-floored room that displays
statues from states around the
country, had been transformed
into a backdrop for a slick televi-
sion set, erected by CNN for a
prime-time special marking the
anniversary of the attack.

Surrounded with bright lights, a
camera crane and teleprompters,
the large black circular stage was
an unusual sight in the historic
hall, drawing quiet jeers from Re-
publicans who said Democrats
were making a spectacle of the an-
niversary. Democrats said they
would accept no lectures on pro-
priety from a party that had
spread the election lies that led to
the attack that was being memori-

alized.
Several lawmakers chose to de-

liver their recollections from else-
where in the Capitol, chronicling
their at times harrowing experi-
ences for the Congressional
Record and the C-SPAN archive.
One congresswoman, Sara Jacobs
of California, recalled how she
prepared to wield a pair of high
heels as a weapon if necessary as
the rioters closed in on Jan. 6,
which was her fourth day in office.

Senator Chuck Schumer, Demo-
crat of New York and the majority
leader, spoke about his own close
encounter with the mob. He re-
called how an officer grabbed him
by the collar to lead him to safety,
only moments before rioters
reached the Senate floor.

“I’ll never forget that grip,” Mr.
Schumer said. “And he said to me:
‘Senator, we got to get out of here.

You’re in danger.’”
In the same office room where

the select committee investigat-
ing the attack has convened to for-
mally hold witnesses in contempt
for stonewalling its work, House
Democrats spent two hours shar-
ing their experiences, hugging
and clasping hands when a col-
league had finished.

The family of Officer Brian D.
Sicknick, a Capitol Police officer
who died after being attacked dur-
ing the riot, was also there, aides
said.

In addition to the traditional
moments of silence conducted in
both chambers, Speaker Nancy
Pelosi held a private moment on
the House floor for lawmakers,
staff, institutional workers, police
officers and reporters to reflect on
the day.

It is unusual for anyone other

than lawmakers and select floor
staff to participate in such a per-
sonal moment that way, under-
scoring how deeply the events af-
fected not only those who were
there last Jan. 6, but those who
helped clean up the damage and
steer the institution back to some
form of normalcy.

“As we acknowledge the horror
of that day, we honor the heroism
of so many, particularly U.S. Capi-
tol Police, institutional staff, floor
leadership, committee and mem-
ber staff,” Ms. Pelosi said during
the noon session.

Lawmakers concluded the day
with a brief candlelight vigil on the
steps of the Capitol, murmuring
softly to “God Bless America” in
the cold night.

But many lawmakers found sig-
nificance in smaller ways around
the Capitol on Thursday. Horrified

by the litter and garbage left be-
hind in the Rotunda after the riot,
Representative Andy Kim, Demo-
crat of New Jersey, spent that
evening a year ago collecting
trash, his blue suit becoming
coated in dust and grime as he
knelt on the marble floor.

On Thursday, he knelt in nearly
the exact same spot — only this
time to pet Gizmo, a three-and-a-
half-pound Mi-Ki, one of a half-
dozen therapy dogs roaming the
Capitol throughout the day to pro-
vide comfort to Capitol Police offi-
cers, lawmakers and staff.

“I don’t actually step over there
anymore — that part of the Ro-
tunda,” Mr. Kim said. “I try not to
mix new memories in with that
feeling that I had back then be-
cause I want to keep it. I don’t
want to lose how I felt that day.”

THE SCENE

In Capitol, a Day of Solemn Remembrance and Attempts at Catharsis
By EMILY COCHRANE

and LUKE BROADWATER

By EMILY COCHRANE

Morning roll call outside the Capitol on Thursday. The Jan. 6,
2021, riot led to at least seven deaths as well as 150 injuries to
police officers. Speaker Nancy Pelosi and Democrats were at 
the Capitol for a day of events, including speeches, personal
testimony, videos, a panel of historians, moments of silence and
a candlelight vigil. Many Republican lawmakers stayed away.
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From top: Representative Andy Kim, Democrat of New Jersey,
took a moment in the Rotunda to greet Gizmo, an 11-year-old
therapy dog. A year later, an officer peered out doors that had
been destroyed during the riot. Representative Liz Cheney, Re-
publican of Wyoming, at the Capitol with her father, former Vice
President Dick Cheney. She was the only elected member of the
G.O.P. to join a moment of silence in the House chamber.
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An anniversary only
underscores a nation’s
enduring divide.

Nicholas Fandos, Catie Edmond-
son and Jonathan Weisman con-
tributed reporting.

Kitty Bennett contributed re-
search.

Zolan Kanno-Youngs, Emily Coch-
rane and Catie Edmondson con-
tributed reporting.
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Violence in the Capitol A Year Later

former president. He’s a defeated
former president.”

The extraordinary moment, in
which a sitting president accused
his predecessor of holding “a
dagger at the throat of America,
at American democracy,” marked
a sharp pivot in Mr. Biden’s
strategy for dealing with Mr.
Trump and his continuing pro-
motion of the baseless assertion
that the 2020 election was
marred by fraud.

The president’s speech tacitly
acknowledged that his predeces-
sor, far from fading away, re-
mains the most potent force in
Republican politics and a credi-
ble rival to Mr. Biden in 2024.
And for Mr. Biden, who through-
out the last year has articulated
the importance of promoting
democracy over autocracy
around the world, it also signaled
his willingness to confront more
directly the challenges Mr.
Trump poses to democratic val-
ues at home, which have shown
little sign of dissipating in the
year since a violent mob tried to
block the certification of Mr.
Biden’s election victory.

The approach has its risks, not
least in providing Mr. Trump
with better opportunities to hit
Mr. Biden with broadsides of his
own — an opening that Mr.
Trump seized on Thursday with
a series of angry statements
accusing the president of sup-
porting “open borders,” “uncon-
stitutional mandates” and “cor-
rupt elections.”

But continuing to ignore his
predecessor carries real peril for
Mr. Biden as well. Recent polling
suggests that millions of Ameri-
cans are at least somewhat will-
ing to tolerate or support politi-
cal violence against partisan
opponents.

Republican-controlled states
are considering or enacting
restrictions on voting rights.
Supporters of Mr. Trump are
seeking to control the machinery
of elections in key states, poten-
tially giving them the power to
block an outcome they oppose.
Substantial majorities of Republi-
cans in polls say they believe the
results of the 2020 election were
illegitimate.

Mr. Trump’s influence over the
Republican Party remains strong
— he is trying to be its de facto
kingmaker and he is polling as
its front-runner for the 2024
presidential election. His false
statements on election fraud
continue to divide Americans.

Last month, the two presidents
shared a rare occurrence: com-
mending each other. In an effort
to address vaccine hesitancy
among many Trump supporters
— unvaccinated Americans are
disproportionally Republican —
Mr. Biden praised the previous
administration’s work on corona-
virus vaccines, prompting Mr.

Trump to express gratitude.

Since his inauguration, Mr.
Biden has repeatedly condemned
the violent assault on the Capitol
and has even criticized Mr.
Trump by name on a few occa-
sions. Yet before Thursday, he
had never as president taken
such a direct, aggressive tone
against Mr. Trump and his false-
hoods, or the Republicans who
have enabled him.

“He values power over princi-
ple,” Mr. Biden said of Mr.
Trump. “Because he sees his own
interests as more important than
his country’s interest, and Ameri-
ca’s interest. And because his
bruised ego matters more to him
than our democracy or our con-
stitution.”

Frank Luntz, a Republican

strategist, said returning to a
contentious tit-for-tat would only
alienate Trump supporters the
administration was hoping to
vaccinate.

“We can save millions of lives
globally but when we tear each
other apart like we did on Jan. 6,
the damage can be irreparable,”
Mr. Luntz said.

The president said “some
courageous men and women”
were trying to uphold the princi-
ples of the Republican Party, but
“too many others are transform-
ing that party into something
else.”

Mr. Biden said he was willing
to work with Republicans in
Congress “who support the rule
of law and not the rule of a single
man.”

Michael Chertoff, the former
homeland security secretary
under President George W. Bush
and a Republican, said the shift
by Mr. Biden was necessary
because Mr. Trump’s false state-
ments about the 2020 election
and the assault on the Capitol

amounted to a national security
threat. The F.B.I. and the Home-
land Security Department have
issued multiple assessments
concluding that such misinfor-
mation has emboldened domestic
extremists to commit violence.

“Given Trump’s ego, it’s abso-
lutely appropriate to look him in
the eye and say, ‘I know what
you did, it’s not appropriate and
it’s not going to happen again,’”
Mr. Chertoff said. “It was neces-
sary for the president to show I
am not shrinking from calling out
what is going on.”

David Axelrod, a former top
adviser to former President
Barack Obama, said Mr. Biden
should maintain the same tone in
the future regarding Mr. Trump.

“Going after Trump, who re-
mains deeply unpopular outside
his base, could be smart politics,
especially if it draws him back
into the fray,” Mr. Axelrod said,
adding that there was a need to
confront the ideology that fueled
the attack on the Capitol. “Hard
to take that on without con-

fronting the author and chief
purveyor of the lie.”

Even as Mr. Biden confronted
Mr. Trump, there is little sign the
address will change the behavior
of Republicans beholden to the
former president and reluctant to
cooperate with Mr. Biden.

Representative Kevin McCar-
thy of California, the House
Republican leader, said in the
days after the riot that Mr.
Trump “bears responsibility” for
the violence, only to later travel
to Mar-a-Lago to preserve his
relationship with the former
president. Senator Mitch McCon-
nell, Republican of Kentucky and
the minority leader, has been
more forceful in his condemna-
tions of the former president, but
some longtime conservatives are
showing increasing anxiety over
Mr. Trump’s continued grip on
the party.

Karl Rove, a former senior
adviser to President George W.
Bush, criticized “Republicans
who for a year have excused the
actions of the rioters who

stormed the Capitol” in an opin-
ion piece this week in The Wall
Street Journal.

Mr. Biden, with a slim majority
in Congress, is struggling to
unite his party behind his priori-
ties: advancing a climate and
social-spending package bill, as
well as federal voting rights
legislation. The president’s ap-
proval ratings have been low, in
part because of rising inflation
and the pandemic, making the
passage of his agenda even more
crucial ahead of the midterm
elections.

Pressed by reporters after his
address over whether his re-
marks would only deepen divi-
sions in America, Mr. Biden said
he did not intend to create “a
contemporary political battle”
with Mr. Trump.

But he said candor was vital to
moving forward.

“The way you have to heal,
you have to recognize the extent
of the wound,” Mr. Biden said.
“You can’t pretend. This is seri-
ous stuff.”

NEWS ANALYSIS

A Direct Attack on Trump After a Year of Ignoring ‘the Former Guy’

“He values power over principle,” President Biden said of Donald J. Trump. “Because he sees his own interests as more important than his country’s interest.”
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Conceding that his
predecessor remains a
potent political force.

WASHINGTON — Republicans
were nowhere to be found at the
Capitol on Thursday as President
Biden and Democratic members
of Congress commemorated the
deadliest attack on the building in
centuries, reflecting the Republi-
can Party’s reluctance to acknowl-
edge the Jan. 6 riot or confront its
own role in stoking it.

There are currently more than
250 Republican members of Con-
gress — 212 in the House and 50 in
the Senate. Not a single one of
those senators appeared on the
Senate floor to speak about how ri-
oters laid siege to their workplace
in the name of former President
Donald J. Trump, sending them
fleeing for their lives.

And when lawmakers gathered
in the House chamber for a mo-
ment of silence to commemorate
the riot, only two Republicans
joined: Representative Liz Che-
ney of Wyoming, who has been os-
tracized and marginalized by her
party for speaking out against Mr.
Trump and his election lies, and
her father, former Vice President
Dick Cheney.

The only Republican-led event
on Thursday to commemorate
Jan. 6 was hosted by two lawmak-
ers on the fringes of the party,
Representatives Matt Gaetz of
Florida and Marjorie Taylor
Greene of Georgia. Seeking to de-
flect blame from Mr. Trump, they
held a news conference to elevate
unproven conspiracy theories
about the origins of the assault on
the Capitol.

“I think it’s a reflection of where
our party is,” Ms. Cheney told re-
porters. “Very concerning.”

Some Republicans cited a

scheduling conflict. Senator Mitch
McConnell, Republican of Ken-
tucky and the minority leader, was
in Atlanta attending the funeral of
former Senator Johnny Isakson of
Georgia, along with at least a doz-
en other senators from both par-
ties.

In a statement, Mr. McConnell
called Jan. 6 “a dark day for Con-
gress and our country” in which
the Capitol was “stormed by crim-
inals who brutalized police offi-
cers and used force to try to stop
Congress from doing its job.”

But he also made clear that he
thought Democrats were playing
politics with the day, accusing
them of trying to “exploit this an-
niversary to advance partisan pol-
icy goals that long predated this
event.” He was referring to plans
by Democratic leaders to try to
abolish or weaken the legislative
filibuster to push through voting

rights protections that Republi-
cans have blocked.

Mr. McConnell did not refer to
Mr. Trump in his statement.

Representative Steve Scalise of
Louisiana, the No. 2 House Repub-
lican, took the same strategy in an
interview on Fox News, calling
Jan. 6 “a day that nobody wanted
to see happen” and noting that he
had swiftly denounced the rioters.
But he quickly pivoted to blaming
Democrats, saying they had made
the anniversary “a politicized
day.”

“Most of America wants Wash-
ington focused on their problems
like inflation, high gas prices, the
Covid resurgence, the border cri-
sis, which President Biden and
Speaker Pelosi continue to just let
go unanswered,” Mr. Scalise said,
“because they want every day to
be about Jan. 6.”

Scores of other Republicans

said little or nothing one year after
they evacuated the Capitol as
throngs of Mr. Trump’s supporters
poured into the building, disrupt-
ing the counting of electoral votes
to confirm Mr. Biden as the win-
ner of the presidential election.

It was unclear on Thursday how
Representative Kevin McCarthy
of California, the House Republi-
can leader, spent the day. Mr. Mc-
Carthy invoked the former presi-
dent’s wrath when he said hours
after the Jan. 6 attack that Mr.
Trump bore responsibility for the
riot; he has since walked back
those remarks.

“It’s not a leadership that re-
sembles any of the folks I knew
when I was here for 10 years,” said
Mr. Cheney, a former House mem-
ber who served as the Republican
whip.

In a separate statement later on
Thursday, Mr. Cheney added, “I
am deeply disappointed at the fail-
ure of many members of my party
to recognize the grave nature of
the Jan. 6 attacks and the ongoing
threat to our nation.”

Mr. McCarthy’s tortured at-
tempt at responding to Jan. 6 illus-
trates why many Republicans
have preferred to say as little as
possible about the attack, focus-
ing on the valiant efforts by law
enforcement officers to protect
the Capitol rather than the leader
of their party who egged on the ri-
oters.

Representative Tom Rice of
South Carolina, one of 10 Republi-
cans who voted to impeach Mr.
Trump for inciting an insurrec-
tion, was one of the few Republi-
cans who spoke out on Thursday
to lay responsibility for the attack
at the former president’s feet.

In an unusually blistering state-
ment, Mr. Rice called Jan. 6 “the
day we nearly lost the country our
founders fought for.”

“Any reasonable person could
have seen the potential for vio-
lence that day,” he said. “Yet, our
president did nothing to protect
our country and stop the violence.
The actions of the president on
Jan. 6 were nothing short of repre-
hensible.”

In the hours and days immedi-
ately following the storming of the
Capitol, many congressional Re-
publicans and their aides, who
were left to barricade themselves
behind desks and doors during the
attack, were openly furious. Some
appeared to believe — or hope —
that their party would at last
break away from Mr. Trump.

“Trump and I, we’ve had a hell
of a journey,” Senator Lindsey
Graham, Republican of South Car-
olina and a close ally of Mr. Trump,
said at the time. He added: “All I
can say is, count me out. Enough
is enough.”

In a speech on the Senate floor
in February, Mr. McConnell said,
“There’s no question — none —
that President Trump is practi-
cally and morally responsible for
provoking the events of the day.”

But seeing that their voters still
revered Mr. Trump, most of those
Republicans have since gone si-
lent, preferring to avoid opining
on the events of Jan. 6 and leaving
those not in elected office to take
up efforts of resistance. The few
Republican lawmakers who have
not followed that approach, in-
cluding those who voted to im-
peach Mr. Trump for inciting an
insurrection, have become pa-
riahs in their party.

Karl Rove, a top Republican
strategist and architect of the
modern conservative establish-
ment, used a Wall Street Journal
opinion column on Wednesday to
rebuke “those Republicans who
for a year have excused the ac-
tions of the rioters who stormed

the Capitol, disrupted Congress as
it received the Electoral College’s
results and violently attempted to
overturn the election.”

“There can be no soft-pedaling
what happened and no absolution
for those who planned, encour-
aged and aided the attempt to
overthrow our democracy,” Mr.
Rove wrote. “Love of country de-
mands nothing less. That’s true
patriotism.”

Stephanie Grisham, who
served as White House press sec-
retary for Mr. Trump, said on CNN
on Thursday that a group of for-
mer Trump administration offi-
cials were planning to meet next
week in a long-shot effort to “try
and stop” the former president.

But for the most part, Republi-
can lawmakers and operatives at
odds with Mr. Trump have found
themselves pushed to the margins
of today’s Republican Party.

Instead, figures like Mr. Gaetz
and Ms. Greene have basked in
the spotlight and won the approv-
al of Mr. Trump’s most ardent sup-
porters, lionizing the rioters and
claiming that the former presi-
dent bears no responsibility for
the violence that took place on
Jan. 6.

At their news conference at the
Capitol on Thursday, Mr. Gaetz
and Ms. Greene proposed that if
Republicans take control of the
House in the midterm elections,
they should use the House com-
mittee investigating the Jan. 6 at-
tack to look into whether federal
agents stoked the violence
against Congress.

There is no evidence that fed-
eral agents played any role in the
assault, which occurred when
supporters of Mr. Trump, who
falsely claimed that the election
had been stolen from him,
stormed the Capitol.

EMPTY SEATS

‘A Reflection of Where Our Party Is’: Republicans Avoid Jan. 6 Observances
By CATIE EDMONDSON

Senator Mitch McConnell was in Atlanta on Thursday at a for-
mer senator’s funeral, as were other senators from both parties.
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Astead W. Herndon contributed re-
porting from New York, and Rich-
ard Fausset from Atlanta.
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Madam Vice President, my fellow Americans: To state the obvious, one

year ago today, in this sacred place, democracy was attacked — simply

attacked. The will of the people was under assault. The Constitution — our

Constitution — faced the gravest of threats.

Outnumbered and in the face of a brutal attack, the Capitol Police, the

D.C. Metropolitan Police Department, the National Guard, and other

brave law enforcement officials saved the rule of law.

Our democracy held. We the people endured. And we the people pre-

vailed.

For the first time in our history, a president had not just lost an elec-

tion, he tried to prevent the peaceful transfer of power as a violent mob

breached the Capitol.

But they failed. They failed.

And on this day of remembrance, we must make sure that such an

attack never, never happens again.

I’m speaking to you today from Statuary Hall in the United States

Capitol. This is where the House of Representatives met for 50 years in the

decades leading up to the Civil War. This is — on this floor is where a young

congressman of Illinois, Abraham Lincoln, sat at desk 191.

Above him — above us, over that door leading into the Rotunda — is a

sculpture depicting Clio, the muse of history. In her hands, an open book in

which she records the events taking place in this chamber below.

Clio stood watch over this hall one year ago today, as she has for more

than 200 years. She recorded what took place. The real history. The real

facts. The real truth. The facts and the truth that Vice President Harris just

shared and that you and I and the whole world saw with our own eyes.

The Bible tells us that we shall know the truth, and the truth shall

make us free. We shall know the truth.

Well, here is the God’s truth about January 6th, 2021:

Close your eyes. Go back to that day. What do you see? Rioters ram-

paging, waving for the first time inside this Capitol a Confederate flag that

symbolized the cause to destroy America, to rip us apart.

Even during the Civil War, that never, ever happened. But it happened

here in 2021.

What else do you see? A mob breaking windows, kicking in doors,

breaching the Capitol. American flags on poles being used as weapons, as

spears. Fire extinguishers being thrown at the heads of police officers.

A crowd that professes their love for law enforcement assaulted those

police officers, dragged them, sprayed them, stomped on them.

Over 140 police officers were injured.

We’ve all heard the police officers who were there that day testify to

what happened. One officer called it, quote, a medieval battle, and that he

was more afraid that day than he was fighting the war in Iraq.

They’ve repeatedly asked since that day: How dare anyone — anyone

— diminish, belittle, or deny the hell they were put through?

We saw it with our own eyes. Rioters menaced these halls, threatening

the life of the Speaker of the House, literally erecting gallows to hang the

Vice President of the United States of America.

But what did we not see?

We didn’t see a former president, who had just rallied the mob to at-

tack — sitting in the private dining room off the Oval Office in the White

House, watching it all on television and doing nothing for hours as police

were assaulted, lives at risk, and the nation’s capital under siege.

This wasn’t a group of tourists. This was an armed insurrection.

They weren’t looking to uphold the will of the people. They were look-

ing to deny the will of the people.

They weren’t looking to uphold a free and fair election. They were

looking to overturn one.

They weren’t looking to save the cause of America. They were looking

to subvert the Constitution.

This isn’t about being bogged down in the past. This is about making

sure the past isn’t buried.

That’s the only way forward. That’s what great nations do. They don’t

bury the truth, they face up to it. Sounds like hyperbole, but that’s the

truth: They face up to it.

We are a great nation.

My fellow Americans, in life, there’s truth and, tragically, there are lies

— lies conceived and spread for profit and power.

We must be absolutely clear about what is true and what is a lie.

And here is the truth: The former president of the United States of

America has created and spread a web of lies about the 2020 election. He’s

done so because he values power over principle, because he sees his own

interests as more important than his country’s interests and America’s

interests, and because his bruised ego matters more to him than our de-

mocracy or our Constitution.

He can’t accept he lost, even though that’s what 93 United States sena-

tors, his own Attorney General, his own Vice President, governors and

state officials in every battleground state have all said: He lost.

That’s what 81 million of you did as you voted for a new way forward.

He has done what no president in American history — the history of

this country — has ever, ever done: He refused to accept the results of an

election and the will of the American people.

While some courageous men and women in the Republican Party are

standing against it, trying to uphold the principles of that party, too many

others are transforming that party into something else. They seem no

longer to want to be the party — the party of Lincoln, Eisenhower, Reagan,

the Bushes.

But whatever my other disagreements are with Republicans who sup-

port the rule of law and not the rule of a single man, I will always seek to

work together with them to find shared solutions where possible. Be-

cause if we have a shared belief in democracy, then anything is possible —

anything.

And so, at this moment, we must decide: What kind of nation are we

going to be?

Are we going to be a nation that accepts political violence as a norm?

Are we going to be a nation where we allow partisan election officials

to overturn the legally expressed will of the people?

Are we going to be a nation that lives not by the light of the truth but in

the shadow of lies?

We cannot allow ourselves to be that kind of nation. The way forward

is to recognize the truth and to live by it.

The Big Lie being told by the former president and many Republicans

who fear his wrath is that the insurrection in this country actually took

place on Election Day — November 3rd, 2020.

Think about that. Is that what you thought? Is that what you thought

when you voted that day? Taking part in an insurrection? Is that what you

thought you were doing? Or did you think you were carrying out your

highest duty as a citizen and voting?

The former president and his supporters are trying to rewrite history.

They want you to see Election Day as the day of insurrection and the riot

that took place here on January 6th as the true expression of the will of the

people.

Can you think of a more twisted way to look at this country — to look at

America? I cannot.

Here’s the truth: The election of 2020 was the greatest demonstration

of democracy in the history of this country.

More of you voted in that election than have ever voted in all of Ameri-

can history. Over 150 million Americans went to the polls and voted that

day in a pandemic — some at great risk to their lives. They should be

applauded, not attacked.

Right now, in state after state, new laws are being written — not to

protect the vote, but to deny it; not only to suppress the vote, but to sub-

vert it; not to strengthen or protect our democracy, but because the former

president lost.

Instead of looking at the election results from 2020 and saying they

need new ideas or better ideas to win more votes, the former president and

his supporters have decided the only way for them to win is to suppress

your vote and subvert our elections.

It’s wrong. It’s undemocratic. And frankly, it’s un-American.

The second Big Lie being told by the former President and his sup-

porters is that the results of the election of 2020 can’t be trusted.

The truth is that no election — no election in American history has

been more closely scrutinized or more carefully counted.

Every legal challenge questioning the results in every court in this

country that could have been made was made and was rejected — often

rejected by Republican-appointed judges, including judges appointed by

the former president himself, from state courts to the United States Su-

preme Court.

Recounts were undertaken in state after state. Georgia — Georgia

counted its results three times, with one recount by hand.

Phony partisan audits were undertaken long after the election in sev-

eral states. None changed the results. And in some of them, the irony is the

margin of victory actually grew slightly.

So, let’s speak plainly about what happened in 2020. Even before the

first ballot was cast, the former president was preemptively sowing doubt

about the election results. He built his lie over months. It wasn’t based on

any facts. He was just looking for an excuse — a pretext — to cover for the

truth.

He’s not just a former president. He’s a defeated former president —

defeated by a margin of over 7 million of your votes in a full and free and

fair election.

There is simply zero proof the election results were inaccurate. In fact,

in every venue where evidence had to be produced and an oath to tell the

truth had to be taken, the former president failed to make his case.

Just think about this: The former president and his supporters have

never been able to explain how they accept as accurate the other election

results that took place on November 3rd — the elections for governor,

United States Senate, the House of Representatives — elections in which

they closed the gap in the House.

They challenge none of that. The President’s name was first, then we

went down the line — governors, senators, House of Representatives.

Somehow, those results were accurate on the same ballot, but the presi-

dential race was flawed?

And on the same ballot, the same day, cast by the same voters.

The only difference: The former President didn’t lose those races; he

just lost the one that was his own.

Finally, the third Big Lie being told by a former President and his sup-

porters is that the mob who sought to impose their will through violence

are the nation’s true patriots.

Is that what you thought when you looked at the mob ransacking the

Capitol, destroying property, literally defecating in the hallways, rifling

through desks of senators and representatives, hunting down members of

Congress? Patriots? Not in my view.

To me, the true patriots were the more than 150 [million] Americans

who peacefully expressed their vote at the ballot box, the election workers

who protected the integrity of the vote, and the heroes who defended this

Capitol.

You can’t love your country only when you win.

You can’t obey the law only when it’s convenient.

You can’t be patriotic when you embrace and enable lies.

Those who stormed this Capitol and those who instigated and incited

and those who called on them to do so held a dagger at the throat of Amer-

ica — at American democracy.

They didn’t come here out of patriotism or principle. They came here

in rage — not in service of America, but rather in service of one man.

Those who incited the mob — the real plotters — who were desperate

to deny the certification of the election and defy the will of the voters.

But their plot was foiled. Congressmen — Democrats and Republicans

— stayed. Senators, representatives, staff — they finished their work the

Constitution demanded. They honored their oath to defend the Constitu-

tion against all enemies, foreign and domestic.

Look, folks, now it’s up to all of us — to “We the People” — to stand for

the rule of law, to preserve the flame of democracy, to keep the promise of

America alive.

That promise is at risk, targeted by the forces that value brute

strength over the sanctity of democracy, fear over hope, personal gain

over public good.

Make no mistake about it: We’re living at an inflection point in history.

Both at home and abroad, we’re engaged anew in a struggle between

democracy and autocracy, between the aspirations of the many and the

greed of the few, between the people’s right of self-determination and the

self-seeking autocrat.

From China to Russia and beyond, they’re betting that democracy’s

days are numbered. They’ve actually told me democracy is too slow, too

bogged down by division to succeed in today’s rapidly changing, compli-

cated world.

And they’re betting — they’re betting America will become more like

them and less like us. They’re betting that America is a place for the auto-

crat, the dictator, the strongman.

I do not believe that. That is not who we are. That is not who we have

ever been. And that is not who we should ever, ever be.

Our Founding Fathers, as imperfect as they were, set in motion an

experiment that changed the world — literally changed the world.

Here in America, the people would rule, power would be transferred

peacefully — never at the tip of a spear or the barrel of a gun.

And they committed to paper an idea that couldn’t live up to — they

couldn’t live up to but an idea that couldn’t be constrained: Yes, in America

all people are created equal.

We reject the view that if you succeed, I fail; if you get ahead, I fall

behind; if I hold you down, I somehow lift myself up.

The former President, who lies about this election, and the mob that

attacked this Capitol could not be further away from the core American

values.

They want to rule or they will ruin — ruin what our country fought for

at Lexington and Concord; at Gettysburg; at Omaha Beach; Seneca Falls;

Selma, Alabama. And what we were fighting for: the right to vote, the right

to govern ourselves, the right to determine our own destiny.

And with rights come responsibilities: the responsibility to see each

other as neighbors — maybe we disagree with that neighbor, but they’re

not an adversary; the responsibility to accept defeat then get back in the

arena and try again the next time to make your case; the responsibility to

see that America is an idea — an idea that requires vigilant stewardship.

As we stand here today — one year since January 6th, 2021 — the lies

that drove the anger and madness we saw in this place, they have not

abated.

So, we have to be firm, resolute, and unyielding in our defense of the

right to vote and to have that vote counted.

Some have already made the ultimate sacrifice in this sacred effort.

Jill and I have mourned police officers in this Capitol Rotunda not once

but twice in the wake of January 6th: once to honor Officer Brian Sicknick,

who lost his life the day after the attack, and a second time to honor Officer

Billy Evans, who lost his life defending this Capitol as well.

We think about the others who lost their lives and were injured and

everyone living with the trauma of that day — from those defending this

Capitol to members of Congress in both parties and their staffs, to report-

ers, cafeteria workers, custodial workers, and their families.

Don’t kid yourself: The pain and scars from that day run deep.

I said it many times and it’s no more true or real than when we think

about the events of January 6th: We are in a battle for the soul of America.

A battle that, by the grace of God and the goodness and gracious — and

greatness of this nation, we will win.

Believe me, I know how difficult democracy is. And I’m crystal clear

about the threats America faces. But I also know that our darkest days can

lead to light and hope.

From the death and destruction, as the Vice President referenced, in

Pearl Harbor came the triumph over the forces of fascism.

From the brutality of Bloody Sunday on the Edmund Pettus Bridge

came historic voting rights legislation.

So, now let us step up, write the next chapter in American history

where January 6th marks not the end of democracy, but the beginning of a

renaissance of liberty and fair play.

I did not seek this fight brought to this Capitol one year ago today, but I

will not shrink from it either.

I will stand in this breach. I will defend this nation. And I will allow no

one to place a dagger at the throat of our democracy.

We will make sure the will of the people is heard; that the ballot pre-

vails, not violence; that authority in this nation will always be peacefully

transferred.

I believe the power of the presidency and the purpose is to unite this

nation, not divide it; to lift us up, not tear us apart; to be about us — about

us, not about “me.”

Deep in the heart of America burns a flame lit almost 250 years ago —

of liberty, freedom, and equality.

This is not a land of kings or dictators or autocrats. We’re a nation of

laws; of order, not chaos; of peace, not violence.

Here in America, the people rule through the ballot, and their will pre-

vails.

So, let us remember: Together, we’re one nation, under God, indivis-

ible; that today, tomorrow, and forever, at our best, we are the United

States of America.

God bless you all. May God protect our troops. And may God bless

those who stand watch over our democracy.

This speech is (rhetorically, at

least) a turning point for Mr.

Biden, who for much of his first

year in office avoided direct

confrontation with his

predecessor, Donald J. Trump.

But today, without using Mr.

Trump’s name, the president

accused him of inciting a mob to

save face after losing the

presidential election.

This is a powerful backdrop for

Mr. Biden, who served in the

Senate for 36 years. In this

moment, posed among the

artifacts that tell the nation’s

story, he is both president and

tour guide.

Mr. Biden, who is Catholic,

attends Mass about once a week.

But he refers to the broader

teachings of the Bible more often

than he quotes Scripture.

Mr. Biden’s broadside here is

most likely a reference to

Representative Liz Cheney,

Republican of Wyoming and the

vice chairwoman of the House

select committee investigating

the events of Jan. 6. She said

this week that the committee

had received “firsthand

testimony” that Mr. Trump was

indeed watching television as

the attacks unfolded.

This passage here is

repurposed from Mr. Biden’s

inaugural address.

Mr. Biden’s remarks have set him

down a more confrontational

path with Mr. Trump, who holds a

firm grip over the Republican

Party and shows no sign of back-

ing down from continuing to

perpetuate lies about the 2020

election. (Mr. Trump released a

wave of responses throughout

the day on Thursday, calling into

question Mr. Biden’s leadership

and continuing to assert that the

election was stolen from him.)

Mr. Biden, the consummate

negotiator, today made it clear

that he was interested in

working only with Republicans

who had not tied their political

fortunes to the falsehoods

spread by Mr. Trump.

Mr. Biden often warns that

American democracy is nearing

an inflection point, but these

open questions betray a degree

of uncertainty about the future of

the country.

Mr. Biden, who promised at his

inauguration to be a president to

all Americans, used this speech

to castigate not only Mr. Trump

but his supporters who stormed

the Capitol. Asked later if his

speech did more to divide than

heal, Mr. Biden replied: “The way

you have to heal, you have to

recognize the extent of the

wound. You can’t pretend. This is

serious stuff.”

These remarks are likely to

preface a Democratic-led push to

force two voting rights bills

through the Senate in the coming

weeks. Republicans, including

Senator Mitch McConnell of

Kentucky, the minority leader,

immediately pounced when plans

were announced this week, and

have criticized Democrats for

tying voting rights to the Jan. 6

anniversary. Mr. Biden will deliver

remarks on voting rights next

week in Atlanta.

That’s true: Election officials and

election security experts have

reported no widespread

instances of voter fraud in the

2020 election.

The emphasis here on “defeated”

is no doubt aimed at Mr. Trump’s

near-compulsive penchant for

calling people losers.

Again, this sounds like Biden the

senator talking. He has a rever-

ence for the Capitol and the

people who work there.

This as about as explicit as a

nonexplicit critique of Trumpism

could get.

He usually reserves this kind of

language to describe autocratic

leadership in faraway countries,

not other Americans.

And here is one of his most often

repeated phrases when it comes

to confronting the tenuous future

of democracy. What makes this

speech different is Mr. Biden’s

assertion that Mr. Trump and his

supporters are a threat on par

with some of America’s overseas

adversaries.

Here he is again, repudiating

Trumpism and its followers as

well as the former president

himself. This is a pivot away from

the pro-unity message he

brought with him to the

presidency.

In fact, lies are finding new places

to bloom online. Social media

platforms are well-established

culprits for elevating and allowing

communities to form around

falsehoods, but podcasts have

become increasingly popular

venues for misinformation to

spread, according to researchers.

In August, Mr. Biden signed a

bill awarding the Congressional

Gold Medal, the body’s highest

expression of national

appreciation, to a group of law

enforcement officers who

responded to the attacks. The

bill was quickly passed amid

reports of suicides of two

officers who had been at the

building that day.

Mr. Biden, whose political life has

been steeped in personal

tragedy, often uses themes of

lightness and darkness when he

speaks about facing adversity.

Annotations by KATIE ROGERS

‘Go Back to That Day. What Do You See?’

President Biden commemorated the anniversary of the Jan. 6 attack on the Capitol with a forceful address, which
showed that battling the divisiveness encouraged by his predecessor would become more central to his presidency.

These are striking words from a

79-year-old president, who is

now positioning himself not as

a peacemaker and healer but

as a warrior who will help put

the nation back on track. A

natural question, and one the

White House has still not been

able to answer — particularly

as Congress remains

gridlocked — is: How?
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Violence in the Capitol A Year Later

ham’s prime-time program on Fox
News.

Over the last year, that same
self-nourishing loop — connecting
the extremely online Trumpian
grass roots to close Trump allies
with national soapboxes and fi-
nally to the former president him-
self, plotting his comeback from
Palm Beach exile — has circulated
a furious array of rumor, innuen-
do, partial facts and outright lies
to fill the right-wing media with al-
ternative narratives of the first in-
terruption in the peaceful transfer
of power in American history.

By Thursday’s anniversary of
the violence that has been con-
nected to at least seven deaths
and left some 150 police officers
injured, it was an article of faith
among vast swaths of conserva-
tive Americans that the riot was
just “one day in January,” in the
words of former Vice President
Mike Pence, whose life was di-
rectly threatened. For the half of
Republicans who now believe the
rioters were at the Capitol to “pro-
tect democracy,” according to the
latest ABC News/Ipsos poll, any
talk of Jan. 6 as a singularly vio-
lent episode in American democ-
racy would likely be taken as liber-
al, mainstream-media claptrap.

“Jan. 6 barely rates as a foot-
note,” Tucker Carlson told his Fox
News viewers Thursday night.
“Really not a lot happened that
day if you think about it.” He called
the event “just a riot — maybe just
barely.”

The reimagining of Jan. 6 has
not so much evolved as it has
splintered into rival, but often
complementary, false narratives
with a common goal — to shift
blame away from Mr. Trump, his
supporters and a Republican
Party maneuvering to win back
control of government. The riot
was a “false flag” operation by an-
tifa, the loose left-wing collective;
the F.B.I. planted agents to stir up
the crowd; the protesters were
mere “tourists” wrongfully ac-
cused by a Democratic-led Justice
Department and vilified by a bi-
ased mainstream media; police
officers recounting their injuries
and trauma were “crisis actors.’”

Mr. Carlson has emerged as a
leading proponent of Jan. 6 revi-
sionism, most prominently with
his three-part “Patriot Purge” se-
ries. Carried on the Fox Nation
streaming service, it amplified a
debunked “false flag” conspiracy
theory that the F.B.I. had instigat-
ed the violence as a pretext to lock
away peaceful but concerned
Americans because of their politi-
cal views, creating a class of pa-
triot martyrs. On Thursday night,
he aired excerpts from “Patriot
Purge” on his prime-time show,
spreading those conspiracy theo-
ries to one of the largest audiences
on cable television.

Mr. Carlson’s relentless promo-
tion of the series — and the ensu-
ing silence from Fox News man-
agement — recently prompted
two longtime conservative con-
tributors at the network to quit in
protest and contributed to the exit
of Chris Wallace, the longtime
news anchor. In fact, “Patriot
Purge” was the apotheosis of a
yearlong shift in the way Fox
News stars refer to the Capitol at-
tack. Though the network’s com-
mentators allow that mob vio-
lence is wrong, they often pivot to
asking why Black Lives Matter
protests did not prompt similarly
sharp criticism from Democrats.

Then there are podcasts like
that of Stephen K. Bannon, the for-
mer Trump adviser who faces
contempt charges for refusing to
comply with a subpoena from the
House committee investigating
the riot. (In seeking his testimony,
congressional investigators cited
his interactions with Mr. Trump
and other key players in the effort
to dispute the election results as
his podcast generously featured
false voter-fraud theories; Mr.
Trump pardoned Mr. Bannon,
hours before leaving office, for un-
related fraud charges.) Even as
Mr. Bannon acknowledges
“things happened” on Jan. 6 that
“did cross the line,” his “War
Room” podcast provides a stage
for people promoting conspiracy
theories or portraying those ar-
rested as political prisoners.

On Thursday, Mr. Bannon’s pod-
cast showcased what he called
“counterprogramming” to the
somber ceremonies commemo-
rating the day. His featured guests
were the Republican Representa-
tives Marjorie Taylor Greene of
Georgia and Matt Gaetz of Flor-
ida, who portrayed the events of
Jan. 6 as “a fedsurrection not an
insurrection,” now being used
“against a patriotic, pro-America,
God-fearing America First move-
ment all over this great land.”

The Case of Ray Epps

In a hallmark of the times, what
many Americans are willing to be-
lieve about Jan. 6 — a day thor-

oughly documented in real-time
by journalists, participants and ca-
ble TV, and reconstructed in the
hundreds of cases being assem-
bled by federal prosecutors — is
determined by their politics, not
by the facts. And amid a seemingly
never-ending pandemic marked
by confusing public-health mes-
saging and government man-
dates, these fictional and conspira-
torial accounts of the riot carry an
obvious appeal, especially for
Trump supporters alienated from
mainstream institutions after his
tumultuous presidency and elec-
tion loss.

“When I talk to folks on my side
of the aisle, they’ll have a litany
saying, ‘They lied to us here and
flip-flopped on this,’” said Sean
Spicer, Mr. Trump’s former press
secretary who now hosts a show
on Newsmax. “There’s such a be-
lief that the mainstream media
and most of our major institutions
are not looking out for people any-
more.” He added, “So when some-
one throws out a conspiracy it’s,
‘Why not? That’s equally plausi-
ble.’”

Adherents have built up charac-
ters to support their claims that
antifa infiltrators or federal agents
were the ones who whipped up the
mob, in some instances doing so as
events were unfolding in Washing-
ton. One is a man named Ray
Epps, a Trump supporter who was
captured on video the night of Jan.
5 urging his compatriots to “go
into the Capitol” the next day.

Some in the crowd responded
approvingly: “Let’s go!” rings out
one reply.

“Peacefully,” Mr. Epps said, just
before others began chanting
“Fed, Fed, Fed!” at the man, who

at age 60 stood out in the far-
younger crowd.

Mr. Epps, who lives in Queen
Creek, Ariz., where he owns Rock-
ing R Farms and the Knotty Barn,
a wedding and event venue, ac-
cording to PolitiFact, appears in
another video taken the next day.
He is seen yelling to a crowd: “OK,
folks, spread the word! As soon as
the president is done speaking, we
go to the Capitol. The Capitol is
this direction.”

Both moments went largely un-
noticed until June 17, when a post-
er on the online message board
4chan put up the video of Mr. Epps
from Jan. 5, writing, “This Fed
was caught on camera encourag-
ing the crowd to raid the Capitol
on the next day.”

The anonymous poster added,
“Who is this man?”

Someone else identified him as
Mr. Epps. Soon after, the video and
Mr. Epps’s name were posted in a
Twitter thread, and a new conspir-
acy theory began its journey into
the Republican mainstream.

Four months later, on Oct. 21,
the video was being shown during
a congressional hearing. There,
Representative Thomas Massie, a
Kentucky Republican, used it to
question Attorney General Mer-
rick B. Garland about whether
federal agents had acted as agita-
tors on Jan. 6.

Within days, stories about Mr.
Epps began appearing on web-
sites like Revolver News, which
ran an article, “Meet Ray Epps:
The Fed-Protected Provocateur
Who Appears to Have Led the
Very First 1/6 Attack on the U.S.
Capitol.” The Epps story gained
further promotion on the far-right
cable network One America News

— portrayed by the correspon-
dent Chanel Rion as evidence of
“the F.B.I.’s possible involvement
inciting an invasion of the Capitol”
— and, far more widely, in Mr.
Carlson’s “Patriot Purge.”

To date, no evidence has
emerged linking Mr. Epps to the
F.B.I. or any other government
agency. In fact, his known connec-
tions are decidedly anti-govern-
ment: In 2011, Mr. Epps served as
the president of the Arizona Oath
Keepers, the largest chapter of the
militia group whose members
were among the mob that at-
tacked the Capitol, though it is not
clear if he remains a member of
the group. Yet in the days leading
up to Thursday’s anniversary, and
on the anniversary itself, the spec-
ulation around Mr. Epps only
seemed to snowball, amplified on
countless social media posts, on
Mr. Bannon’s podcast — part of a
possibly “massive false flag oper-
ation,” as his website put it — and
on Mr. Carlson’s prime-time show
on Fox News on Wednesday and
again on Thursday. “Is this guy
going to be charged? Where is
he?” Mr. Carlson asked. “It’s a le-
gitimate question, why won’t they
answer it?”

Debunking Dismissed

Even overwhelming evidence
debunking the conspiracy theo-
ries is often dismissed as just
more fakery, keeping them in the
feedback loop in seeming perpe-
tuity.

Assertions of fact — that the riot
was conducted by Trump support-
ers based on lies about the elec-
tion he legitimately lost — are met
with accusations of dishonesty or

even disloyalty.
In a recent appearance on Sean

Hannity’s prime-time Fox News
show, Geraldo Rivera spoke of “a
riot that was unleashed, incited
and inspired by the president of
the United States which targeted
American democracy.” He quickly
received a verbal lashing from an-
other guest, the popular right-
wing radio host Dan Bongino.
“The back-stabbing of the presi-
dent you are engaging in is really
disgusting, and it’s really vile that
you pretend to be this guy’s
friend,” Mr. Bongino said.

For many in the right-wing me-
diasphere, no debunking author-
ity is high enough to be believed;
in some cases, in fact, the higher-
ranking the person, the greater
the distrust.

In March, the F.B.I. director,
Christopher A. Wray — initially
appointed by Mr. Trump — dis-
missed notions that antifa was be-
hind the riot, testifying to the Sen-
ate Judiciary Committee that his
agency had not uncovered “any
evidence of anarchist violent ex-
tremists or people subscribing to
antifa in connection with the 6th.”

One America News reported his
testimony with this on-screen
headline: “FBI ‘Can’t Find Proof’
of Antifa Involvement in Jan. 6th
Protests, Despite Mountains of
Video Evidence.”

Members of the House select
committee investigating the
events of the day have been track-
ing the false narratives carefully,
knowing that these threaten to un-
dercut their final report. The
members working on the investi-
gation, including Republicans, be-
lieve they can bring some Repub-
licans around to the truth with

hard facts and obvious evidence.
But even their strongest effort

so far to cut through all the revi-
sionism, the public testimony of
Capitol Police officers who came
under fierce attack while trying to
stave off the mob, was chewed up
and spit out as illegitimate. Some
of the most gripping testimony
came from Officer Michael
Fanone, who described suffering
a heart attack and brain injury af-
ter the mob shocked him with his
own Taser and beat him uncon-
scious.

“Too many are now telling me
that hell doesn’t exist, or that hell
wasn’t actually that bad,” Mr.
Fanone said in July during one of
several emotional moments on
the stand.

That night on Fox News, Laura
Ingraham told viewers that she
was granting Mr. Fanone a mock
award for “best performance in an
action role.”

The star Newsmax host Greg
Kelly — son of the former New
York City police commissioner,
Raymond W. Kelly — later por-
trayed Mr. Fanone as “one of those
cops, those ‘crisis actors,’ what-
ever they were, they stood up and
they tried to besmirch anybody
who ever voted for Donald
Trump.”

Mr. Kelly was revisiting Mr.
Fanone’s testimony last month
while reporting that he had signed
on with CNN as an on-air contrib-
utor. Questioning Mr. Fanone’s ac-
count, including about his own in-
juries, Mr. Kelly said, “I just hope
they took away his gun and his
badge because he doesn’t deserve
them.” The headline on the screen
read, “Fake Cop Becomes Fake
News.”

Revisionist History of an Uprising Built on a Lie

Although the Capitol riot was seen by the world in real time, supporters of former President Donald J. Trump continue to deny what happened.
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