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CHINA WARNS U.5.
OVER TOUGHENING
OF IRAN PENALTIES

NEW TRADE CLASH RISK

Beijing, Spared Sharpest
Sanctions, Depends
on Tehran’s Oil

This article is by Alexandra
Stevenson, Aaron Krolik and Keith
Bradsher.

HONG KONG — China lashed
out at the Trump administration’s
new sanctions campaign against
Iran on Tuesday, warning that it
would defend its interests and ac-
cusing the United States of dis-
rupting the global financial order.

The reaction set the stage for
renewed friction between the
world’s superpowers.

Treasury  Secretary  Scott
Bessent on Monday outlined
plans to “sever every economic
lifeline” to Iran, targeting a con-
stellation of players that continue
to provide the country with a fi-
nancial lifeline. But the adminis-
tration appeared to tread care-
fully around China, by far the larg-
est customer of Iran’s most valu-
able export: oil.

The U.S.list of more than 60 bro-
kers, companies and ships subject
to sanctions included more than a
dozen small companies from
Hong Kong and mainland China.
Conspicuously absent  were
heavyweights in China’s financial
system — a sign, some experts
said, that Washington was reluc-
tant to jeopardize a fragile truce
with China.

Beijing nevertheless responded
forcefully. China will “take all nec-
essary measures to firmly safe-
guard its own rights and inter-
ests,” Lin Jian, a spokesman for
the foreign ministry, said at a
news briefing on Tuesday.

Chinese state media went fur-
ther. An editorial cartoon in China
News portrayed the Statue of Lib-
erty as a drug user with needles
protruding from one arm, describ-
ing Washington’s use of sanctions
as “an addiction.”

The confrontational reaction
underscored a dilemma for the
Trump administration. Beijing
has long defied American sanc-
tions and continued to buy Iranian
oil. At the same time, China sup-
plied Tehran with raw materials
and technology that support its
economy and its military. Yet
nearly six months into a war with
Iran, the United States has shown
little appetite for opening another
economic front with an increas-
ingly retaliatory China.

The timing is particularly deli-
cate. China’s top leader, Xi Jin-
ping, is expected to travel to the
United States next month to meet
with President Trump to continue
talks aimed at stabilizing the
countries’ relationship.

Continued on Page A8

DOLLY PARTON, 1946-2026

Dolly Parton in 1975. Fashioning a folksy chic all her own, she became a global celebrity.

JACK MANNING/THE NEW YORK TIMES

By BILL FRISKICS-WARREN

Dolly Parton, a rhinestone-studded, rags-
to-riches daughter of Appalachia who for six
decades ruled country music — and much of
pop culture — with an outsize personality and
down-home wit that enshrined her as one of
America’s most cherished originals, died on
Tuesday in Nashville. She was 80.

Her death was announced in a video posted
on social media by her nephew Bryan Seaver.
No cause was provided. Concerns about Ms.
Parton’s health were raised last year as she
postponed and later canceled a Las Vegas resi-
dency, and intensified to the point that she took
to social media in October to announce, “I ain’t
dead yet.” This May, she said that she had re-
sponded well to treatment after her immune
and digestive systems had, as she put it, “got all
out of whack” in recent years.

From her hardscrabble beginnings to glit-

Rhinestone-Studded Superstar
Who Lit Up Millions of Hearts

tering stardom, Ms. Parton’s life was the stuff of
make-believe. With her voluptuous figure,
sparkly stage costumes and blond bouffant
wigs, she was likened by the writer Chet Flippo
to the Big Rock Candy Mountain, the Depres-
sion-era symbol of abundance. Her songs spoke
to millions, confronting privation and loss even
as they radiated possibility and hope.

She was, quintessentially, a uniter of people.
In 2019, The New York Times ran a story with
the headline “Is There Anything We Can All
Agree On? Yes: Dolly Parton.”

Ms. Parton cannily exploited — and tran-
scended — rural stereotypes and Kitsch to fash-
ion a folksy chic entirely her own. (“A country
girl’s idea of glam,” she called it in the song
“Backwoods Barbie.”) In the process, she be-
came an international celebrity who headlined
stadium tours, starred in Hollywood movies,
built a business empire and appeared on the

Continued on Page A20

Study Links Brain Disease
To at Least1in 4 in N.F.L.

Prevalence of C.T.E. May Be Much Higher,
Scientists Say After 6 Years of Data

By JOHN BRANCH

Since the degenerative brain
disease known as C.T.E. was first
scientifically linked to football
about 20 years ago, and as hun-
dreds of former professional foot-
ball players have been diagnosed
with the disease after their
deaths, a haunting question has
lingered:

Just how many N.EL. players
will end up with C.T.E.?

New data provides a sobering
indication: At least one in four of
all the people who have played in
the N.EL. might expect to end up
with chronic traumatic encepha-
lopathy, according to a study of
hundreds of cases over a recent
six-year period.

Researchers considered every
former N.FL. player who died
from 2016 to 2021. There were 878.
Some died in their 20s, some in
their 80s, most in between.

The study’s main finding was
simple math: At least 215 of those
878 former players — 24.5 percent
— had C.T.E.

The actual prevalence could be
far higher. The roughly 25 percent
rate does not consider the 643
brains that were not examined.
Some of those, maybe many of
them, probably had C.T.E., too.

C.T.E. is a progressive neuro-
logical disease caused by re-
peated impacts to the head. It can
be definitively diagnosed only by
examining the brain after death.

Studies have shown that the
rate of C.T.E. in people who have
not sustained repeated impacts to

the head is nearly zero.

If the new study’s statistics
were applied to today’s players —
1,696 on the league’s 32 regular-
season rosters, not including
more than 500 members of prac-
tice squads and those ineligible
due to injury — at least 400 of
them would be diagnosed with
C.TE.

Experts say that the rate of
brain disease represents an occu-
pational safety hazard with little
comparison in the American
workplace.

“There are workers who’ve
been exposed to high levels of as-
bestos exposure, which leads to

Continued on Page A16
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The biggest predictor of chron-
ic traumatic encephalopathy
is cumulative hits to the head.

Hegseth'’s Purge of Top Officers
Depletes Army at Critical Time

This article is by Greg Jaffe, Eric
Schmitt, Helene Cooper and Adam
Entous.

WASHINGTON — A series of
firings and feuds initiated by De-
fense Secretary Pete Hegseth has
left the Army essentially rudder-
less as it struggles to deal with the
threat posed by cheap, deadly
drones and missiles that have
pounded U.S. bases in the Middle
East.

The Army has not had a chief of
staff, the service’s top officer,
since Mr. Hegseth fired Gen.
Randy George without explana-
tion in April, and there are no
signs that he is close to filling the
position, said current and former
officials speaking on the condition
of anonymity to discuss sensitive
personnel matters.

Mr. Hegseth has forced out at
least three senior officers who had
been viewed as potential succes-

sors to General George.

Army Secretary Daniel P.
Driscoll, the service’s top civilian
leader, is also expected to leave
the administration in the next few
months and has already moved
out of the large family house that
he was renting in Fort Myer, out-
side Washington, officials said.

The turmoil comes as the Army,
the military’s largest service,
faces its busiest period since the
Iraq and Afghanistan wars. Army
air defense soldiers are playing
the leading role in defending U.S.
troops in the Middle East from in-
creasingly sophisticated Iranian
missile attacks. The Army’s com-
mand in Europe is providing criti-
cal intelligence and other support
to Ukraine as it fights to hold off a
larger Russian force.

Until recently, Mr. Driscoll was
widely seen as a potential candi-
date to replace Mr. Hegseth if he
decided to step down or fell out of

Continued on Page Al14

U.S., in Quest of Better Health,

Becomes a Nation of Needles

By LIZ KRIEGER

Conz Preti developed a fear of
needles as a child, when a techni-
cian trying to draw her blood had
to prick her repeatedly to find a
good vein. “I was screaming,” Ms.
Preti, a magazine editor in Maine,
recalled. “My mom was about to
pass out.”

The intense fear followed her
into adulthood, she said. And yet
for the last eight months, every
Thursday evening, Ms. Preti, 43,
has sat down at home, swabbed
her lower belly with an alcohol
pad and injected herself with a
needle.

The substance inside is NAD+,
short for nicotinamide adenine di-
nucleotide, a popular anti-aging
supplement that Ms. Preti started

taking in hopes it could help her
recover after a hysterectomy.

“I’'m completely surprised that
I’'m doing this,” Ms. Preti said.

Needle-phobes like Ms. Preti
have begun to embrace injections
as the syringe and the auto-injec-
tor have burst out of the doctor’s
offices and into wellness clinics
and bathroom vanities across the
country. At-home injections, long
the domain of people with diabe-
tes, are now far more common-
place.

Nearly one in five U.S. adults
has tried an injectable GLP-1 drug
like Ozempic. Interest in peptides
and other injectable supplements
is booming. The number of L.V.E.

Continued on Page A18
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the Glow of Bali’s Fireflies

The insects, revered in local culture, are disappearing for many
reasons, including development catering to tourists. Page A7.

How U.S.-Canada Tariff Talks
Deteriorated Into a Trade War

By MATINA STEVIS-GRIDNEFF and ANA SWANSON

OTTAWA — The clock ticked to-
ward midnight on Friday. New
U.S. tariffs on Canada were about
to come into effect and negotia-
tors cooped up across the street
from the White House were still
plodding through the differences
on each side. Aides shuffled in and
out with new drafts, adjusting and
readjusting.

U.S. officials said they had of-
fered Canada the best trade deal
of any nation. Canadians believed
it was a bad one. In the waning
hours, both sides dug in even
more.

One Canadian negotiator said it
was as if “shadow figures were
suddenly in the room,” raising top-
ics that had supposedly been set-

tled in previous days.

Back in Ottawa, Prime Minister
Mark Carney got off the phone
with Doug Ford, the premier of
Ontario. Mr. Ford had told him
plainly: Don’t take the deal.

Mr. Ford told Mr. Carney he
would not comply with a key U.S.
demand: restoring the sale of U.S.
alcohol that he, alongside most
other provincial leaders, had
banned. American tariffs on Cana-
dian steel and automobiles were
still too high to enable their long-
term survival, Mr. Ford had de-
cided.

Mr. Carney called his team in
Washington for the latest news
from the negotiations. Then, just

Continued on Page A5

ARTS C1-6

The Secret Lies in Philadelphia

Hosts of a podcast on the film “National
Treasure Hunt” bring their passion to
PAGE Cl1

the home of the Liberty Bell.

Right Timing for 300 Beats

Busta Rhymes discusses showmanship
and sorting through an archive of the
works of J Dilla for a new album. PAGE Cl

INTERNATIONAL A4-9

An Iranian’s Road to Freedom

Artemis Ghasemzadeh, who had es-
caped religious persecution, was de-
ported by the U.S. to Panama. Now,
Canada has given her asylum. PAGE A4

Tanks Languishing in Ukraine
Kyiv pleaded for the expensive weap-
ons, but drones have rendered them
almost unusable. PAGE A6

SPORTS B6-9

A Cloudy Future for LIV

LIV Golf tried to usurp the PGA Tour as
the sport’s hegemonic power. Now it is
fighting to avoid extinction. PAGE B6

NATIONAL A11-19
Endangered by Trump’s Wall

A century ago, Mexican American
families built an adobe church near the
border in West Texas. Can its bell toll
again as the wall encroaches? PAGE All

Visa Fee for Skilled Workers

The Trump administration is again
seeking to charge over $100,000 for
foreign nationals to work in the U.S.
under the H-1B program. PAGE Al4

FOOD D1-8

Eyes on a Gadfly Senator

As John Fetterman annoys fellow Dem-
ocrats, he’s a hit with Republicans. Both
parties are watchful of whether he

might jump the fence. PAGE Al3

Low-Cost Family Meals

Good planning, firm grocery lists and
leftovers helped one family stay within
a food budget of $28 a day.

A Cookbook Chefs Swear By

Fifty years ago, Jacques Pépin showed
how to carve swans out of apples, break
down lambs and much more.

PAGE D5

PAGE D8

BUSINESS B1-5

Billions to Build Batteries
President Trump may disdain E.V.s and
wind power, but energy storage is also
crucial for A.L. and defense.

PAGE B1

Testing World’s Cybersecurity

In July, an in-house OpenAl model went
rogue with its hacking ability. Z.ai plans

to release a model just like it.  PAGE Bl
OPINION A22-23
Roxane Gay PAGE A22

354633

3



A20 ooY

Yxxx,2026-08-26,A,020,Cs-BW,E3

THE NEW YORK TIMES OBITUARIES WEDNESDAY, AUGUST 26, 2026

Dolly Parton, Superstar Who Lit Up Millions of Hearts, Dies at 80

JASON KEMPIN/GETTY IMAGES

Dolly Parton, a uniter of people, onstage in Nashville last year. In 2019, The New York Times published an article with the headline “Is There Anything We Can All Agree On? Yes: Dolly Parton.”

From Page Al

cover of Rolling Stone. Her at times girl-
ish soprano notwithstanding, she was
anything but the “dumb blonde” invoked
in the title of her 1966 single.

“I’ve created this and played it up —
the makeup, the whole persona,” Ms.
Parton said, alluding to her plastic surg-
eries as well as her colloquial “Dol-
lyisms” in a 2002 interview with The
Times.

“But thisisn’t allI am,” she added. “It’s
not even most of what I am. Hopefully
people can see beneath the hair to know
there’s a brain, beneath the boobs to
know there’s a heart and behind all the
other stuff to know there’s some talent.”

Inducted into both the country music
and rock 'n’ roll halls of fame, Ms. Parton
was the top-ranking female singer on
country radio from 1967 to 1993, and had
a total of 25 No. 1 country singles.

Her early breakthrough came in 1967
when she was hired as the “girl singer”
on “The Porter Wagoner Show,” a syndi-
cated country music television variety
program. Several years later, she had No.
1 country hits with records like “Jolene”
and “I Will Always Love You.”

Both songs were among about 3,000 ti-
tles she published in her lifetime, hun-
dreds of which have been recorded by
other artists, including Tina Turner, No-
rah Jones, the White Stripes, Merle Hag-
gard, RuPaul and Whitney Houston.

Featured in the 1992 movie “The Body-
guard,” Ms. Houston’s version of “I Will
Always Love You” spent 14 weeks at the
top of the pop chart. The song had previ-
ously been a No. 1 country single twice, in
versions released by Ms. Parton in 1974
and 1982.

With Loretta Lynn and Tammy
Wynette, Ms. Parton blazed a trail for
women in country music, inspiring con-
temporaries like Linda Ronstadt and
Emmylou Harris, as well as latter-day
hitmakers like Carrie Underwood, Kacey
Musgraves and Taylor Swift. She re-
corded a pair of albums, “Trio” and “Trio
I1,” with Ms. Ronstadt and Ms. Harris.

“I can’t imagine anybody, especially in
country, who doesn’t try to emulate Dolly
in some way,” Ms. Harris said on the oc-
casion of Ms. Parton’s Kennedy Center
Honors award in 2006.

Ms. Parton was one of country music’s
greatest ambassadors, but she also col-
laborated widely with artists outside tra-
ditional Nashville circles, including Ma-
vis Staples, Queen Latifah, Julio Iglesias
and Ladysmith Black Mambazo. “Is-
lands in the Stream,” a triple platinum-

selling duet Ms. Parton recorded with
Kenny Rogers, topped both the country
and pop charts in 1983. (The song was
written by Barry, Maurice and Robin
Gibb of the Bee Gees.)

Stylistically, Ms. Parton’s music ran
the gamut: mountain bluegrass and
soul-inflected countrypolitan, disco-era
pop and covers of classic rock touch-
stones written by Neil Young and Led
Zeppelin — all of it rendered indelible by
her irrepressible spirit and alternately
keening and gossamer soprano drawl.

She wrote unabashedly, in simple
Southern vernacular, about growing up
as the daughter of an illiterate share-
cropper.

“I’ve seen Daddy’s hands break open

20TH CENTURY FOX

Ms. Parton with Lily Tomlin, left, and Jane Fonda in “9 to 5” (1980). Ms. Par-
ton’s theme song for the workplace comedy was a No. 1 pop and country hit.

— |

MICHAEL OCHS ARCHIVES/GETTY IMAGES

and bleed / And I’ve seen him work ’til
he’s stiff as a board,” she sang over wist-
ful harmonica and acoustic guitar in “In
the Good Old Days (When Times Were
Bad).” “I’ve seen Mama layin’ in sufferin’
and sickness / In need of a doctor we
couldn’t afford. / Anything at all was
more than we had / In the good old days
when times were bad.”

In “Coat of Many Colors,” maybe her
most beloved original, Ms. Parton
plumbed childhood feelings of pride and
humiliation. In this case, the coat in ques-
tion — quilted from rags and originally a
source of delight and the expression of a
mother’s love — becomes an object of
ridicule when Dolly’s classmates poke
fun at her for wearing it to school.

LENOX MCLENDONASSOCIATED PRESS
Linda Ronstadt, left, Ms. Parton and Emmylou Harris
around the release date of their album “Trio” in 1987.

INSTAGRAM

Clockwise from left: Ms. Parton with Porter Wagoner in 1967, the year she
was hired as the “girl singer” on his show; with Carl Dean, her husband, who
shunned the spotlight; and albums Ms. Parton released in 2024 and 1974.
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So with patches on my britches
And holes in both my shoes,

In my coat of many colors

I hurried off to school

Just to find the others laughing
And making fun of me

In my coat of many colors

My Mama made for me

“That little song is like a world of
things,” Ms. Parton said of “Coat of Many
Colors” in “Dolly Parton, Songteller: My
Life in Lyrics” (2020), written with
Robert K. Oermann. “It teaches about
bullying, about love, about acceptance,
about good parents. That little story has
even been written into a schoolbook to
teach children about being different.”
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Empathy was a hallmark of Ms. Par-
ton’s songwriting, perhaps nowhere so
much as in “Down From Dover” and
“Daddy Come Get Me,” harrowing
Southern gothic ballads about teen preg-
nancy and how patriarchy blames and
victimizes young women.

Assertive women populated Ms. Par-
ton’s songs, whether through her proto-
feminist rewrite of Jimmie Rodgers’s
“Mule Skinner Blues (Blue Yodel No. 8)”
or by advocating parity in the bedroom
(“Touch Your Woman”) and in the work-
place (“9 to 5”).

“It’s a rich man’s game / No matter
what they callit / And you spend your life
/ Putting money in his wallet,” Ms. Par-
ton sang, with a mixture of fury and re-

DOUG PIZAC/ASSOCIATED PRESS

With Kenny Rogers in 1983, the year their duet “Islands
in the Stream” topped both the country and pop charts.

solve, in the 1980 pink-collar comedy “9
to 5.” Besides writing and performing the
movie’s theme song, a No. 1 pop and
country hit, she also starred in the film as
a beleaguered secretary drudging for a
sexist boss, alongside Jane Fonda and
Lily Tomlin.

Ms. Parton would go on to star in other
films, among them “The Best Little
Whorehouse in Texas” (1982), with Burt
Reynolds; “Steel Magnolias” (1989),
with Julia Roberts and Shirley Mac-
Laine; and “Straight Talk” (1992), with
James Woods.

In 1976, she became the first woman in
country music to host her own syndi-
cated TV series; a decade later, she had
an hourlong variety show on ABC. But
for all her reach and command as an en-
tertainer — including her ubiquitous ap-
pearances on TV talk shows and specials
— Ms. Parton viewed herself, first and
foremost, as a songwriter.

“Writing’s just as natural to me as get-
ting up and cooking breakfast,” she told
The Times in 2002. “I ain’t never far
away from a pencil and paper or a tape
recorder. I write every day, even when
I’'m on a plane, in the tub or on the bus. It
burns in me.”

She continued: “Songwriting is my
way of channeling my feelings and my
thoughts. Not just mine, but the things I
see, the people I care about. My head
would explode if I didn’t get some of that
stuff out. Not everything I write is good,
but it’s all good for me — like therapy.”

Dolly Rebecca Parton was born on Jan.
19, 1946, the fourth of 12 children of
Robert Lee and Avie Lee (Owens) Par-
ton, in a one-room cabin on the banks of
the Little Pigeon River in Sevier County,
Tenn. Her father was a tenant farmer,
and her mother was a homemaker who
sang old Anglo-Celtic ballads and hymns
while doing housework.

The Partons were so poor that Dolly’s
father had to pay the doctor who at-
tended her birth with a sack of cornmeal.
Ms. Parton may have grown up without
plumbing, heat, electricity and other
modern conveniences, but she always in-
sisted that she also grew up happy, and
that music offered her a refuge from
want.

“Most of us in the household learned to
play early on,” she said in “Dolly Parton,
Songteller” “Every time anybody
showed up, any uncle or aunt who knew
how to play an instrument, I’d have them
show me how to play a little bit on the
banjo, the guitar, the autoharp or what-
ever instrument was around.”

When she was 5 or so, she wrote her
first song, a ditty about a corncob doll
with corn-silk hair called “Little Tiny
Tasseltop.” She started singing on radio
and on TV at 10, on the “Cas Walker Farm
and Home Hour” in Knoxville, securing
bookings with the help of her uncle Bill
Owens, who also bought her her first gui-
tar. The two would go on to write many
songs together.

Ms. Parton made her recording debut
in 1959, the same year she made her first
appearance at the Grand Ole Opry. In
1962, she signed a songwriting deal with
Tree International Publishing (now part
of Sony Music Publishing). Two years
later, she became the first person in her
family to graduate from high school.

In 1966, Ms. Parton married Carl
Dean, an asphalt contractor who
shunned the limelight. The couple had
met two years earlier, at alaundromat in
Nashville, when Ms. Parton was 18. Mr.
Dean died in 2025.

Ms. Parton is survived by six of her
siblings: Willadeene Parton, Robert Lee
Parton Jr., Stella Parton, Cassie Parton,
Freida Parton and Rachel Ann Parton
George.

In 1965, Ms. Parton signed a recording
contract with Monument Records, not
long before she and her uncle wrote two
Top 10 country songs for the singer Bill
Phillips. She released the first of her
roughly 90 Top 40 country hits — “Dumb
Blonde,” a plucky denunciation of female
stereotypes — in 1966.

In 1967, she began her seven-year ten-
ure with “The Porter Wagoner Show.”
She and Mr. Wagoner would go on to re-
lease 21 hit duets together, including
“Holding On to Nothin’” (1968) and “Just
Someone I Used to Know” (1969).

But with the arrival of the 1970s — and
in no small part because of the national
exposure she received on Mr. Wagoner’s
show — Ms. Parton started to eclipse her
employer in popularity.

The tension that resulted was further
aggravated when she began steadily
producing No. 1 country singles like
“Joshua” and “Jolene.” Ms. Parton parted
ways with Mr. Wagoner in 1974 to con-
centrate on her solo career, but not be-
fore writing “I Will Always Love You” as
an expression of gratitude and farewell.

The separation initially proved diffi-
cult for Ms. Parton, both emotionally and
financially, but it also opened doors to
new opportunities like the chance to host
her own TV show. She was named female
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Nancy Kassebaum, a G.O.P. Moderate
te, Dies at 94

An entertainer who viewed
herself, first and foremost,
as a songuwriter.

artist of the year by the Country Music
Association in each of the first two years
(1975 and 1976) after her break with Mr.
Wagoner.

Embracing a more pop approach than
she had earlier in her career, Ms. Parton
continued her ascendance on the charts
in the late *70s with blockbuster hits like
“Here You Come Again” and “Heart-
breaker.” Both were No. 1 country singles
that crossed over to the pop Top 40. The
Country Music Association awarded her
its top honor, entertainer of the year, in
1978.

After her 1980 recording of “9 to 5”
earned her two Grammy Awards and an
Oscar nomination, Ms. Parton turned
her attention to movies, TV appearances
and the development, in the mid-1980s,
of Dollywood, her Smoky Mountain
theme park, among other business ven-
tures.

In 1987, she released the first of her two
albums with Ms. Ronstadt and Ms. Har-
ris, the platinum-selling “Trio.” She
hosted “Saturday Night Live”in 1989 and
teamed up with Ms. Lynn and Ms.
Wynette to record the album “Honky
Tonk Angels” in 1993.

She published her memoir, “Dolly: My
Life and Other Unfinished Business,” a
New York Times best seller, in 1994. The
next year, she established the Imagina-
tion Library, a philanthropic endeavor
through which more than 200 million
books have been distributed to babies
and young children.

She gave back generously to Sevier
County, her home county in Tennessee.
In the early 1990s, she began offering
$500 to local high school graduates, to
help lower the dropout rate; in 2000, she
added five $15,000 college scholarships.
In 2007, she held a benefit concert to
raise money for a new hospital in the
county.

In 2016, Ms. Parton organized a tele-
thon, “Smoky Mountains Rise,” which
raised over $9 million after devastating
wildfires in eastern Tennessee, and she
funded grants for families whose homes
had been destroyed. In 2024, after Hurri-
cane Helene, she, her foundation and her
businesses gave $2 million toward relief
efforts.

She also donated $1 million in 2017 to
the Monroe Carell Jr. Children’s Hospital
at Vanderbilt University Medical Center
in Nashville, in honor of a niece who had
been treated for leukemia there. She
gave another $1 million to Vanderbilt in
2020 to help fund the development of
Moderna’s Covid-19 vaccine, and $1 mil-
lion more for pediatric infectious disease
research in 2022.

Endowed with a surfeit of creativity
and an unflagging work ethic, Ms. Par-
ton admitted in interviews to sleeping as
few as three hours a night. She was nomi-
nated for more than 50 Grammy Awards,
10 of which she won, along with being
recognized for lifetime achievement by
the Recording Academy in 2011. A show
about her life, “Dolly: A True Original
Musical,” is scheduled to open on Broad-
way in early 2027.

Ms. Parton was inducted into the
Country Music Hall of Fame in 1999 and
the Songwriters Hall of Fame in 2001,
and was awarded the National Medal of
Arts in 2005. In 2022, she was inducted
into the Rock & Roll Hall of Fame.

But perhaps even more remarkable
than the profusion of accolades and
awards was Ms. Parton’s unstinting gen-
erosity of spirit — her commitment, born
of deep religious convictions and an im-
mense heart, to seeing the humanity in
all people.

Ms. Parton not only sang the tradi-
tional Southern gospel music her mother
taught her; she also wrote and sang
“Travelin’” Thru,” an Oscar-nominated
song from “Transamerica,” the 2005
movie about a transgender woman seek-
ing to connect with her son. In 2017, Ms.
Parton collaborated with Miley Cyrus,
her goddaughter, to record “Rainbow-
land,” a tribute to gay pride and libera-
tion.

“You have to accept everything and
everybody,” she said in “Songteller,” talk-
ing about the lessons to be learned about
open-mindedness and inclusion from
“Coat of Many Colors.”

Time and again in her career, Ms. Par-
ton reflected on her impoverished up-
bringing and how she followed her
dreams to escape it. “I wanted to be free,”
she told Rolling Stone in 1977. “I had my
songs to sing, I had an ambition, and it
burned inside me.”

She added: “It was something I knew
would take me out of the mountains. I
knew I could see worlds beyond the
Smoky Mountains.”

KEVIN WINTER/GETTY IMAGES

Ms. Parton and her goddaughter, Miley Cyrus, at the Grammy Awards in
2019. Ms. Parton was nominated for more than 50 Grammys, winning 10.

From Kansas in the Sena

By ADAM CLYMER

Nancy Kassebaum, a three-
term moderate Republican from
Kansas who was the first woman
to chair a major standing commit-
tee in the United States Senate,
died on Friday in Manhattan, Kan.
She was 94.

The death, at a hospice care fa-
cility, was confirmed by her son
William Kassebaum.

As the leader of the Committee
on Labor and Human Resources
(now known as the Committee on
Health, Education, Labor and
Pensions) from 1995 to 1997, Sena-
tor Kassebaum won passage of
legislation to ensure the portabil-
ity of health insurance coverage
when workers changed jobs.

She and the bill’'s Democratic
co-sponsor, Senator Edward M.
Kennedy of Massachusetts, over-
came months of opposition from
Senator Bob Dole, the majority
leader and her close friend, fellow
Republican and fellow Kansan.

She had earlier played a role as
Congress overrode President
Ronald Reagan’s veto of a 1986 bill
to enact economic sanctions
against the apartheid regime in
South Africa. As chairman of a
subcommittee on African affairs,
she met with the president, urging
him to challenge the regime:
“There is one person they might
listen to, and that is President
Reagan.”

Instead, he warned of the threat
of Marxist tyranny if apartheid
fell. She joined 77 other senators
as they overrode his veto.

Over her Senate career, which
lasted from 1978 to 1997, her vot-
ing record was scored at 56 per-
cent by the American Conserva-
tive Union and 37 percent by the
liberal organization Americans
for Democratic Action. On most
economic issues, she voted con-
servatively. But from her first run,
she supported abortion rights,
saying in a campaign debate,
“Abortions are seldom the right
moral choice, but I feel there
should be a choice.”

In a 2013 interview for this obit-
uary, she said that because of her
views on abortion and her support
for a ban on assault weapons, “I
couldn’t get elected today” in Kan-
sas. She was a critic of Donald J.
Trump from his first campaign,
and endorsed Kamala Harris in
her race against himin 2024. In re-
cent years, she also endorsed
Democratic candidates for gover-
nor and senator in Kansas.

She had no trouble winning her
three terms, though, and was a
heavy favorite to win again in
1996. But like many moderates,
then and now, she had tired of the
political strife in the capital.

In December 1995, after she an-
nounced her retirement, she told
The New York Times: “The
higher the decibel level gets, the
more it’s like a boxing match. It’s
really different from when I came
here”

A year later, in December 1996,
shortly before her third and final
term ended, she married former
Senator Howard H. Baker Jr. of

Adam Clymer, a former Washing-
ton correspondent for The Times,
died in 2018.

Zachary Woolfe contributed re-
porting.

ooY A21

STEPHEN CROWLEY/THE NEW YORK TIMES

Senator Nancy Kassebaum in 1995. A backer of abortion rights,
she was the only woman in the chamber at the start of her tenure.

Tennessee, an influential Republi-
can politician who had served as
majority leader and whose first
wife died of cancer in 1993. For
years, they lived at his home in
Huntsville, Tenn., and on her
ranch in Burdick, Kan., which she
said in 2013 was so peaceful that
“at night the only thing I hear is
the coyotes.” Mr. Baker died in
2014, at 88.

Burdick is on the edge of the
Flint Hills, and she said that, of all
her achievements in Congress,
she was proudest of the establish-
ment of the 10,894-acre Tallgrass
Prairie National Preserve in that
region, as well as legislation lim-
iting liability for manufacturers of
general aviation aircraft, an im-
portant industry in Kansas.

Nancy Josephine Landon was
born in Topeka, Kan., on July 29,
1932. Her father, Alfred Mossman
Landon, an oil man known as Alf,

As the first female
chair of a major panel,
she supported health
insurance portability.

was then running for the first of
what would be two terms as a pro-
gressive Republican governor.
Her mother, Theo (Cobb) Landon,
was a pianist and harpist.

Nancy went to local public
schools, graduated from the Uni-
versity of Kansas in 1954 with a
bachelor’s degree in political sci-
ence, and earned a master’s de-
gree in diplomatic history at the
University of Michigan in 1956,
the year she married John Philip
Kassebaum, known as Phil, a law
student there. They moved to
Maize, Kan., outside Wichita, and
had four children.

Politics had been the lifeblood of
the Landon home as she grew up
— all the more so after her father
ran in 1936 as the Republican
nominee against President Frank-
lin D. Roosevelt. (Mr. Landon won
only two states, Maine and Ver-
mont, and eight electoral votes.)

Often visited by leading Republi-
cans, he remained a revered fig-
ure in Kansas until he died at 100
in 1987.

But before his daughter ran for
the Senate in 1978, her political ex-
perience was limited. She had
been elected to a school board and
served a year as a constituent
services staff member for Senator
James Pearson.

When Mr. Pearson unexpect-
edly announced his retirement,
she entered a Republican primary
with eight other candidates. She
was separated from her husband
atthe time — they divorced in 1979
— and ran as Nancy Landon
Kassebaum.

She never denied the value of
name recognition. “It has been
said I am riding on the coattails of
my dad,” she conceded while cam-
paigning, “but I can’t think of any
better coattails to run on.”

She won the primary with just
over 30 percent of the vote, then
defeated the Democratic candi-
date, Bill Roy, with 54 percent in
the general election. She was re-
elected in 1984 and 1990, earning
three-quarters of the vote both
times.

In addition to her son William,
she is survived by another son,
John Jr.; seven grandchildren;
and two great-grandchildren.

The only woman in the Senate
when she was first elected, she
bridled at the kind of commentary
on her clothing and hair that
would never be directed toward
her male colleagues. She occa-
sionally complained that those
colleagues did not take her seri-
ously. But she had experienced
the same thing at home.

“My dad was adamantly op-
posed” to her 1978 candidacy, she
said in 2013. “I think it was be-
cause he’d thought I'd lose, but
also because he could not imagine
a woman in the Senate. It was es-
pecially hard for him to visualize it
was his daughter.”

In 1995, she said that one thing
she would not miss after leaving
was being asked, “What’s it like to
be a woman in the Senate?” By
then, eight women were senators
— S0, she said, “it’s no longer a big
deal”
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Altman, Georgia

Erber, William Sollis, Todd

Gladstein, Edythe
Bullen, Anne-Marie  Reinish, Nancy

Weitzman, Bernard
Wolf, Michael

ALTMAN—Georgia Sue,

age 86, passed away on Au-
gust 22, 2026 surrounded by
loved ones. She is survived by
her devoted sons, Lawrence
and Jeffrey Altman, and her
daughter-in-law Joan Alt-
man. Her legacy continues
through her grandchildren
Casey, Brooke, Drew, Soleil,
Ari, and Lucas.

BULLEN—AnNne-Marie.

Anne-Marie Bullen, born Sep-
tember 21, 1925 in Zurich,
Switzerland, died peacefully
in her New York home Au-
gust 17, 2026. Known to her
friends as “Chubby,” Anne-
Marie was a woman of great
style who loved music and at-
tending the opera with her
late devoted husband Rich-
ard. Anne-Marie was a lively
conversationalist who never
stopped making new friends.
In her later years she deve-
loped a great fondness for
dogs and could often be
found engaging them with
treats from her favorite park
bench in Central Park. She
will be missed by all who
knew her.

ERBER—William, MD.

The medical staff is deeply
saddened by the passing of
Dr. William Erber. Dr. Erber
was a gastroenterologist as-
sociated with Maimonides
Medical Center for many
years. He was a wonderful
teacher and mentored many
medical students, residents
and fellows sharing all his
knowledge with them. He
was a very kind physician
and helped thousands of pa-
tients with his expertise and
concern. He will be sorely
missed by all his colleagues,
friends and patients. sincere
condolences are extended to
his entire family.

H. Wasserman, MD, Pres

C. Giuliano, MD, Pres-Elect
J.Lahoud, MD, Secy
C.Andaz, MD, Treas

J. Kupferman, MD, Past-Pres

GLADSTEIN—Edythe,

was born in New York City in
1926 to David and Anna
Rosenthal. She attended The
Fieldston School and the Uni-
versity of lowa, where she
studied music. In 1950, she
married Mathew Gladstein.
She volunteered during the
AIDS epidemic at Gay Men's
Health Crisis, and was a life-
long patron and participant in
the arts, singing as a tenor in
the Collegiate Chorale. She
had an incredible zest for life
and was beloved by all who
met her. She is survived by
her children, John, Gina, and

Joshua Gladstein, by her|,

grandchildren, Anna and
Nina Mullen, and by five
great-grandchildren: Ari,
Sasha, Edie, Lola, and Fran-
kie. In lieu of flowers, the fa-
mily kindly requests dona-
tions to be made to the New
York Philharmonic.

REINISH—Nancy,

age 80, of New York City and
Brooklin, ME, on August 23,
2026. Beloved wife of James
Reinish, mother of Dr. Anne
Reinish and Jonathan Reinish
(Nicholas Dziekonski), and
lifelong practicing art histor-
ian.Born in Englewood, NJ, to
Harold and Frances Rosen-
berg. Sister of Paul Rosen-
berg and the Ilate Mark
Rosenberg. In lieu of flowers,
please send donations to
Friend Memorial Public Li-
brary, Brooklin, ME.

SOLLIS—Todd Bryant,

age 79, died peacefully at
home in New York, August
11, 2026 from complications
of Parkinsons. Born in Evan-
ston, IL, he attended New
Trier High School, graduated
with honors from Princeton
University and received his
JD from Columbia Law
School where he was named
a Harlan Fiske Stone scholar.
Todd practiced commercial
litigation in New York City.
His true calling was singing,
both a cappella and operetta.
He was a steadfast member
of the Princeton Nassoons
and the Blue Hill Troupe. An
Eagle Scout, Todd earned a

merit badge studying birds,
one of his lifelong pursuits.
He is survived by his wife, Ca-
rolyn, sons, Edwin and Jo-
nathan and his wife Kather-
ine, brother, John Sollis and
sister, Coralie Sollis. Please
consider a donation to the
Michael J. Fox Foundation,
donations@michaelifox.org
or the Roger Tory Petersen
Estuary Center:
ctaudubon.org/donate/
RTPEC.

WEITZMAN—
Bernard, PhD,
born March 15, 1932, died
peacefully on Monday, Au-
gust 24, 2026. Services August
28, 2026. Details:
https://tinyurl.com/BWeitz

WOLF—Michael Benjamin.
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Michael Beniamin  Wolf,
who loved reading the New
York Times obituaries
passed away on August 11,
2026, at the age of 80. He was
the son of Manasseh and Es-
ther Wolf who emigrated
from Poland just before WWII
and settled in Vineland, NJ on
a chicken farm. He loved
sports and played baseball as
much as he could. He was a
lifelong fan of all the Philadel-
phia teams, especially his be-
loved Phillies. He studied So-
ciology at Rutgers and even-
tually NYU getting a MA in
counseling and rehabilitation.
His work life was always
about human services, espe-
cially working with the disabl-
ed for the New York State
Education Department Of-
fice of Vocational Rehabilita-
tion (now known as ACCESS-
VR). After almost 30 vears,
he retired and worked for the
non-profit JobPath, helping

those with disabilities find
jobs, housing and meaningful
lives. Michael was a man full
of passion and compassion
He had an electric personali-
ty, wicked sense of humor
and infectious laugh that
made an indelible impression
when he entered a room. His
kindness and generosity
touched the lives of so many,
whether from mentoring so
many during his working
yvears, or his volunteer work
at the Stephen Wise Free
Synagogue Emergency Food
Program. He loved perform-
ing as well and called himselt
a song and dance man. He
was a regular at the annual
Purimspiels at Stephen Wise
for 25 years, and was a stu-
dent at the Magnet Theater
doing Improv and Musical
Improv. He was usually the
eldest in his classes but was
beloved by so many of the
younger performers. Michael
lived on the Upper West Side
for 53 years with his adoring
wife and partner in laughter,
Roberta. He was an amazing
father to Rebecca (Genna-
dyi) and Joshua, and devoted
grandfather to Miles and Ni-
na. He had a wonderful rela-
tionship with his sister Susan
Rifkin, plus numerous nieces,
nephews and cousins. He will
be sorely missed by the
countless friends, colleagues,
volunteers, Spielers, neigh-
bors and of course his griev-
ing family. Donations in his
honor can be made to the
Stephen Wise Free Syna-
gogue Emergency Food Pro-
gram, or to Memorial Sloan
Kettering Hospital where a
webpage has been created to
target glioblastoma research
http://mskcc.convio.net/goto/
MichaelWolf

In Memoriam

SUSSMAN—RUuth Levine.
Every day we miss you and
love you.

Becky, Jane, & David
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