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ILLUSTRATIONS  

BY GIACOMO GAMBINERI

ACROSS  

1 Jar cover 

4 Opposite of closed 

6 Surfers ride them in the ocean 

8 10¢ coin 

9 Big parking area 

  
DOWN  

1 Opposite of high 

2 Apple tablet computer 

3 Evil is found in his name, 

appropriately 

5 ‘‘Finding ___’’ (Pixar film) 

7 ‘‘On your marks, get ___, go!’’ 

ACROSS  

1 Short video segment 

5 When you might run as fast  

as you can 

6 Meat served in sizzling strips 

7 Place to bake cookies 

8 Bunks have two of these stacked  

on top of each other

  
DOWN  

1 Really, really want 

2 Tied up, as shoes 

3 Clickable computer images 

4 Writing tool with ink 

6 ___ for apples

ACROSS  

1 This symbol in writing: / 

6 Green sauce for pasta 

7 Sea ___ (animal that eats while 

floating on its back) 

8 A tricycle has three 

9 Place to go shopping

  
DOWN  

1 Marks on a leopard’s coat 

2 ‘‘___ Go’’ (hit song from ‘‘Frozen’’) 

3 Houston baseball player 

4 Use a car’s wheel

5 Back half of a centaur
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ANSWERS ON PAGE 11

BY JOEL FAGLIANO

The crossword puzzles in The New York Times increase in difficulty as the week progresses.  
The three here — created just for you — get harder, too. This month’s Hard puzzle uses no black squares,  

meaning every answer is five letters long. Good luck! ◊
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The New York Times for Kids appears in 

the paper on the last Sunday of every 

month. The next issue will be on Feb. 26.

WHY NOT start the year with a slow 

rumble? And maybe a burst of steam? 

And then a bang! In this issue, explore  

the life of a volcano (Pages 6-7), and the 

lives of people who live by a volcano 

(Page 5). Then head to the Food section 

(Page 9) to create your own explosive 

mountain — of chocolate. What else 

would you like to see us cover this year?  

Send an email with your thoughts  

to kids@nytimes.com. Amber Williams

BY REMY TUMIN ·  ILLUSTRATION BY SUPER FREAK

WHEN IT’S YOUR JOB TO

TRAVEL THE WORLD

ot a lot of people get the opportuni-

ty to travel the world, meeting cool 

people (and animals!) and eating 

amazing food. But even fewer peo-

ple get to do all that as their job. 

Welcome to the life of a travel jour-

nalist! OK, OK, it’s not always quite 

as fancy as it sounds. This is work, 

after all, not a vacation: Travel journalists have to 

bring the world back to their readers. That requires 

tons of research and reporting, and the actual trav-

eling is only one part of the job. But it’s a pretty fun 

part. We talked to three reporters and editors for 

The Times’s Travel desk about what it’s really like. 

ELAINE GLUSAC

COUNTRIES SHE’S VISITED: More than 100

HER FAVORITE PLACES: I’ve visited Alaska 

again and again, because it’s so vast and there’s 

a lot of variety. For food, my favorite place is Japan.

FAVORITE REPORTING QUESTION: ‘‘What do 

you love about XYZ?’’ XYZ could be a destination 

or a restaurant or activity. It gets people to open 

up about their passions.

WHERE SHE WANTS TO GO IN 2023: I’m going 

to fulfill a dream to go to Switzerland and enjoy all 

the winter sports. Then I’ll write about it!

TARIRO MZEZEWA

COUNTRIES SHE’S VISITED: More than 25

HOW SHE LEARNS ABOUT A PLACE: I talk to 

as many people as possible: other guests, people 

who work in restaurants, bus drivers.

FAVORITE RECENT ADVENTURE: I stayed on a 

farm in Hilo, Hawaii, where there was no electricity 

and a shared outdoor bathroom. Every morning I 

was woken up by a very loud, very cute cow named 

Opus right outside my cabin. 

WHERE SHE WANTS TO GO IN 2023: Portugal, 

Italy, Mexico, South Africa and Egypt. 

STEPHEN HILTNER

COUNTRIES HE’S VISITED: 34

CLOSEST ENCOUNTER: On a weeklong kayaking 

trip through the Everglades, I came within a couple of 

feet of alligators sunning themselves on the banks. 

HOW HE PREPARES FOR A TRIP: I read as much 

as I can, do a lot of visual research and try to pin 

down some contacts — people who can introduce 

me to aspects of local culture that I might miss.

BEST DESTINATIONS FOR KIDS: Krakow and Is-

tanbul. I visited both when I was young and have viv-

id memories — the markets, the music, the food. ◊ 
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BY KATHERINE CUSUMANO ·  ILLUSTRATION BY LUCI GUTIÉRREZ

WHAT IF EVERY KID GOT A

A SUPER NINTENDO THEME PARK

When: February

If you’ve ever daydreamed about bouncing 

around Bowser’s castle I.R.L., get ready: 

On Feb. 17, Super Nintendo World will 

open at Universal Studios in Los Angeles. 

(There’s already one in Japan, but this is 

the first in the United States.) You can play 

games hidden throughout the Mushroom 

Kingdom, eat snacks at the Toadstool Café 

and take a spin on Mario Kart: Bowser’s 

Challenge — an augmented-reality ride 

that takes you through water, clouds and 

Bowser’s dungeon.

 

A LIVE-ACTION ‘LITTLE MERMAID’

When: May

When the first trailer for the new ‘‘The Little 

Mermaid’’ live-action movie came out last 

September, audience reactions went viral — 

especially from Black girls, who saw them-

selves represented by its star, Halle Bailey, 

the singer and actress who plays Ariel. Ev-

eryone will finally get to see the movie when 

it’s released in theaters on May 26.

THE WOMEN’S WORLD CUP

When: July and August

If last month’s intense, suspenseful World 

Cup final left you wanting more soccer, 

here’s some good news: It’s almost time for 

the U.S. women’s team to take the pitch. 

The team has won the past two Women’s 

World Cups. If they come out on top in this 

year’s tournament, which will take place 

in Australia and New Zealand, they’ll be 

the first team of any gender to win three 

times in a row.

A ‘RING OF FIRE’ ECLIPSE

When: October

Spooky month, spooky moon. On Oct. 

14, the moon will block out the center of 

the sun, creating a flaming ring of light. 

(Which is why this type of eclipse is com-

monly called a ‘‘ring of fire.’’) The eclipse 

will be visible only in parts of the western 

United States. But if you’re not in its path, 

just wait until April 2024, when a total so-

lar eclipse will pass across much of the 

eastern half of the country.

NEW MUSIC  

FROM OLIVIA RODRIGO

When: T.B.D.

The release date is still up in the air, but 

Rodrigo has hinted that she’ll have a new 

album out sometime this year, her first 

since ‘‘Sour’’ in 2021. She has already 

written a few songs and even chosen a 

name (which she’s keeping to herself for 

now). Also hard at work on a new album? 

Billie Eilish. 

CLIMATE ACTION

When: November/December

Every year, representatives from nearly 

200 countries gather at the Conference 

of the Parties, the world’s biggest cli-

mate meeting. The goal is to get leaders 

to agree on ways to protect the planet. 

Last fall, wealthy countries like the Unit-

ed States agreed to create a fund to help 

poorer countries hit the hardest by climate 

disasters. At this year’s conference, the 

pressure will be on to follow through on 

that promise. ◊

The length,  
in inches, of the 

fossilized  
megalodon tooth 

that a  
9-year-old girl  
named Molly 

Sampson found last 
month at a  

Maryland beach. 
Megalodons,  

which went extinct  
a few million  

years ago, were  
giant sharks  

that measured up  
to 60 feet long. 
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TINY STORY

I WAS BORN IN Mozambique, in Africa. 
When I was a baby, my family moved 
to Portugal, and then when I was 6, we 
moved to Queens. 

After I graduated from high school, I 
started selling shoes. I’m a people per-
son, and I liked helping customers. But 
after a few years doing that, I got tired of 
working on weekends. A friend of mine 
was working in a school kitchen. In that 
job, I would be helping a very different 
set of customers, but with better hours. 
So I applied.

To become a cook at a school cafete-
ria, you don’t have to have experience 
cooking. You have to go to a week of 
training, where you learn about fol-
lowing recipes, time management and 
paperwork. Then you can become an 
assistant cook, working under the head 
cook to help prepare meals.

Today, I run the kitchen at M.S. 172 
in Queens. Every day, we serve around 
600 kids. We offer breakfast, lunch and 
supper. What we do is very important. 
You never want any child to go home 
hungry, because you can’t assume there 
will be a meal at home. 

I start at 6:30 a.m. If we’re serving, 
say, pancakes for breakfast, I heat them 
up and get fruit ready for when the 
students arrive at 7:45. I like serving 
breakfast, because it lets me say good 
morning to the kids. I know their names, 
and they know me. 

After breakfast, I meet with my staff 
to go over the recipes for the day, which 
are the same across the city. Then we 
cook the food: We heat up things that 
come already made, like mozzarella 
sticks, and prepare things that don’t, 
like vegetables. After lunch, I make sure 
everything is cleaned up and do paper-
work. At 2:35, I head home, and my team 
serves supper.

It’s a lot to keep track of, but it’s so 
worth it. Today I made a different type 
of chicken, and the kids were so excited. 
Their faces when they’re happy to get a 
great meal — it feels good to me. Interview 
by Elise Craig

SCHOOL

CHEF

BY SUSANA PIETROFESO

HOW I BECAME A

PEDRO CRUZ, 13, traveled all around Denver with his mom, 
knocking on doors. His mission was to talk to as many people as he 
could about . . . school lunch. Colorado was considering a program 
that would make school meals free for all students, and the issue 

was up for a public vote. Pedro’s mom is a staff member at an organization that works 
on the issue, and to him, it made sense. He had seen kids being bullied for not having 
enough lunch money. Making it free would ‘‘make people at school happier,’’ he says.

Other Coloradans agreed. In November, they voted to provide funding to make school 
lunch free for everybody. That makes make theirs the third state, after California and 
Maine, to do so. And people in other states are pushing their lawmakers to do the same.

Why all the sudden interest? Part of it has to do with Covid. When the pandemic 
hit, Congress and the Agriculture Department temporarily helped make school lunch 
free for all students. That has ended, but it made many people wonder why it’s not a 
permanent thing, says Janet Poppendieck, the author of ‘‘Free for All: Fixing School Food 

in America.’’ Here’s the thinking: There are lots of school resources that families don’t pay 
for, like bus rides or textbooks. So why do they have to pay for lunch? After all, regular 
meals are just as necessary for learning. Hungry kids are more likely to be absent and 
to get sick, says Monica Daniela Zuercher, a researcher at the University of California. 

If your family makes below a certain amount of money, you can already apply to 
get a free or reduced-price lunch, and millions of kids do. That’s one reason some 
people are against making lunch free for everyone. But some families that don’t meet the 
qualifications still can’t actually afford lunch. According to a recent survey of 847 school 
districts, students in those districts owed a total of more than $19 million in meal debt.

Plus, researchers have found that singling kids out for free lunch can create a negative 
attitude toward them. Lillian Soper, 13, saw this at her elementary school in Bucksport, 
Maine. ‘‘There was kind of that division’’ between kids who got free lunch and kids who 
didn’t, she says. But since her state made lunch free for everyone, things have changed. 
‘‘It’s a lot easier for everyone to feel included and find common ground,’’ she says. ◊

FREE LUNCH?

IN 
OCTOBER,

BY CHARLEY LOCKE ·  ILLUSTRATION BY NADA HAYEK

6 THINGS TO 

LOOK FORWARD TO IN 2023
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IF HOLLYWOOD IS like 
middle school, awards shows 
are like the biggest dances  
of the year. And the real action 
happens before the ceremony, 
on the red carpet. Celebrities 
come decked out in their most 
glamorous outfits to pose 
for flashing cameras as fans 
scream and reporters hustle  
to land interviews. 

Now kids are getting a new 
awards show (and carpet) of 
their own. On Dec. 10 and 11, 
celebrities gathered at the 
first-ever Children’s and Family 
Emmy Awards. TV shows 
geared toward kids used to 
be part of the Daytime Emmy 
Awards, but there are so  
many now that they’re getting 
their own ceremony.

To capture the excitement, 
The New York Times for Kids 

sent Makayla Stockhausen, 
a 13-year-old from Rancho 
Cucamonga, Calif., to the 
scene on the second night of 
the awards. She spent the  
night talking with stars on  
the red carpet (which was 
actually purple) at the Wilshire 
Ebell Theater in Los Angeles. 
Here are edited snippets from  
a few of her conversations.  
Alexa Díaz

C E L E B R I T Y  N O .  1 : 
Malia Baker, 16, actress 

Nominated for an Emmy for  
her role as Mary Anne  
in ‘‘The Baby-Sitters Club.’’

Makayla: What are you most 
excited about tonight? 
Malia: I think seeing all the girls 
of ‘‘The Baby-Sitters Club’’! We 
haven’t seen one another since 

we finished filming last year.  
It’s weird finally being taller 
than most of them! It’s a really 
fun moment for all of us.

C E L E B R I T Y  N O .  2 :  

LeVar Burton, actor and TV host 

Host of ‘‘Reading Rainbow.’’  
He was honored at the  
ceremony with a lifetime 
achievement award.

Makayla: What’s your favorite 
thing that you have worked on 
in your career? 
Burton: Oh, my goodness.  
I’m proud of everything I’ve 
done in my career. It hasn’t 
always lived up to the same 
level as ‘‘Roots’’ or ‘‘Star  
Trek: The Next Generation’’  
or ‘‘Reading Rainbow.’’ But  
I’m really blessed to be able to  
feed my family as a storyteller.

C E L E B R I T Y  N O .  3 :  
Eric Bauza, voice actor

Won an Emmy for his work  
as lots of characters on  
‘‘Looney Tunes Cartoons.’’

Makayla: How are you going to 
celebrate your first Emmy? 
Bauza: Probably with In-N-Out 
hamburgers.
Makayla: Do you think your 
younger self would believe that 
you won this award? 
Bauza: He probably would. As 
I got older, I got a little more 
doubtful. You should always 
listen to your inner kid.

C E L E B R I T Y  N O .  4 :  
Sammi Haney, 12, actress 

Nominated for her role as 
Esperanza in ‘‘Raising Dion.’’

Makayla: There are a lot of 

awesome people on the carpet 
tonight. Is there anyone that 
you’re especially excited to see?
Sammi: Yes! My best friend, 
Ja’Siah Young, from ‘‘Raising 
Dion.’’ I also hope that I meet  
a lot of new people today.

C E L E B R I T Y  N O .  5 :  
Tom Kenny, voice actor

Nominated for his role as 
SpongeBob SquarePants.

Makayla: How often do people 
recognize you? 
Kenny: It’s weird. Voice-over 
people aren’t recognized  
by their face that much. But 
‘‘SpongeBob’’ is so big with 
people that are now in their 20s 
and 30s. They really know who  
I am. It just blows my mind  
that my face is recognized more 
than I would expect. ◊

Style
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‘‘Pokémon’’: Illustration by Aad Goudappel

INTERVIEWS BY MAKAYLA STOCKHAUSEN, AGE 13 •  PHOTOGRAPH BY MAGGIE SHANNON

ON THE PURPLE CARPET AT THE KIDS’ 

EMMY AWARDS 

SOON, THE STYLE-obsessed 
will gather at New York Fashion 
Week to discover the hottest 
new trends of the season. But 
in classrooms across the coun-
try, every day is a fashion show 
of sorts. We asked seven mid-
dle-schoolers to tell us about 
the trends that everyone at their 
school is wearing. 

COMFY BOTTOMS

If two years of home school 
during the pandemic taught 
kids anything, it’s that there’s no 
reason to go through life being 
uncomfortable. ‘‘I feel so over-
dressed when I wear jeans to 

school,’’ says Petra Beatman, 14, 
from New Canaan, Conn. Cas-
par Hamilton, 13, of Armonk, 
N.Y., agrees: Jeans are for ‘‘fancy 
occasions only’’ now. 

What’s replacing them? At 
Zaara Dhaddey’s middle school 
in San Francisco, ‘‘flared leg-
gings are very in’’ among girls, 
she says. (The same goes at 
12-year-old Olivia Hein’s school 
in Chicago.) 

But the gender-neutral trend 
sweeping classrooms coast to 
coast is good old flannel paja-
ma bottoms. They’re also huge 
at Zaara’s school, and they’re 
Petra’s top pick. Gussie Willis, 13, 

from Cambridge, Mass., loves PJ 
bottoms, too. But don’t think you 
can just roll out of bed and into 
class. ‘‘Most of the time I put a 
clean pair on,’’ Gussie says. 

Not everyone is a fan of the 
PJs-for-day trend, though. ‘‘It’s 
like, just get dressed,’’ says 
Henry Cohen, 14, of Denver. 
His preferred pants to wear to 
school? Sweatpants.

CROCS AND SOCKS

Adorning your Crocs with tons 
of Jibbitz charms is really com-
mon now, and so is swapping, 
say, your left blue Croc for your 
friend’s left pink Croc. But the 

mandatory part: You must be 
wearing socks. ‘‘You don’t want 
your dogs out,’’ Henry says. Not 
just any socks, says Juliet Hagan, 
of Tivoli, N.Y. They have to be 
white Nike socks. ‘‘I don’t know 
why,’’ says Juliet, 12. ‘‘It’s real-
ly confusing.’’ Still, she’s got a 
drawer full of them.

THE SHOELACE BELT

Zaara, 13, used to wear the same 
belt all the time, a clear plastic 
one. But then she noticed that 
other kids at her San Francisco 
school weren’t wearing belts 
at all. Instead, they had white 
shoelaces pulled through their 

belt loops. ‘‘I was like: Whoa! 
I like the way that looks!’’ she 
says. So, she pulled a lace out 
of her sneakers, and presto — 
shoelace belt. But she and her 
friends put their own spin on 
the trend. Everyone else at their 
school ties their shoelace belt in 
the back, in a bow with the ends 
dangling like a tail. But they tie 
theirs in the front.

If you think the shoelace belt 
is just a San Francisco thing, 
think again. Juliet from New 
York says she has done it, too. 
‘‘Some people might call it a 
trend,’’ she says. ‘‘But for me, I 
just call it not owning a belt.’’ ◊

Makayla Stockhausen, 13, interviewing Asher Bishop, 14, before the Children’s and Family Emmy Awards in Los Angeles. Asher is the voice actor behind Lincoln Loud on ‘‘The Loud House.’’

WHAT EVERYONE’S WEARING

RIGHT NOW 

TWENTY-FIVE YEARS is a long time 
to keep chasing after a dream. But 
that’s how long Ash Ketchum, the hero 
of the ‘‘Pokémon’’ TV series, has been 
trying to become a Pokémon master 
trainer. (‘‘The very best/Like no one ever 
was,’’ as the show’s theme song goes.) 
True, he has stayed 10 years old the 
whole time. But that’s still 25 years of 
trying, failing and picking himself up 
and trying again. How many people can 
say they’ve done that?

‘‘Pokémon’’ premiered in Japan in 
1997, and an English-language version 
came out the following year. The show, 
in which humans young and old collect 
adorable monsters called Pokémon 
and train them to battle one another, 
was an instant hit and has been ever 
since. Ash’s persistence is a big part 
of the reason. (His yellow Pokémon 
partner, Pikachu, helped, too.) If Ash 
and Pikachu could win a seemingly 
impossible battle, or pick themselves 
up after a loss, we knew we could 
overcome our own challenges, too  
(like homework). 

Now Ash and Pikachu’s story is 
ending. The team have finally battled 
their way to the top and have been 
crowned world champions. And 
last month, the Pokémon Company 
announced that the characters would 
exit the show this year. Their final 
episodes started airing in Japan this 
month and will air in the United States 
later this year. After that, a new set  
of Pokémon trainers and stories will  
be introduced.

For the generations of ‘‘Pokémon’’ 
fans who have grown up alongside the 
greatest Pokémon pair in history, it’s a 
bittersweet moment. Here’s what three 
fans had to say about how Ash and 
Pikachu pushed them to be the very 
best version of themselves. 

HUDSON COX, 10, Las Vegas

Ash and Pikachu are very passionate 
about what they’re doing, and I like 
how they just keep their minds set on 
the goal, no matter what happens.  
My favorite part was when Ash started 
making friends, and they fought 
together and set their goals together. It  
reminded me to make a lot of friends 
and not be alone. 

AMEER AL-KHATAHTBEH, 24,  

Jersey City, N.J.

To see Ash become a Pokémon master is  
so amazing, because it’s happening at  
a time when I feel like I finally achieved 
my personal goals, too, like being one  
of the first in my family to graduate from 
a university in the United States. To 
know that Ash’s journey ends with him 
succeeding makes me feel reassured.

TIM GETTYS, 33, San Francisco 

Ash and Pikachu have always 
represented the limitless potential of 
creativity, imagination and teamwork. 
Even when the odds are stacked against 
them, they always find an out-of-the-
box solution. ◊

BY ALLEGRA FRANK

SAYING 
GOODBYE 

TO ASH  
AND  

PIKACHU

BY RACHEL LEVIN ·  ILLUSTRATION BY SUPER FREAK
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TEXTING WITH 

A SCIENTIST

ZAP! CRASH! 

ENERGY!

BY AMANDA SCHUPAK

SCIENTISTS are always hunting for 

new ways to make energy — especially  

ways to power the world without 

causing pollution. One possible answer  

is something called nuclear fusion.  

It’s a very complicated process, and it’s 

actually how the sun creates energy. 

Pretty powerful!

So far, scientists have not figured 

out how to do it here on Earth. But in 

December, researchers at a national 

laboratory in California made a huge  

step closer. Heather Whitley, a physicist 

there, walked us through this cool and 

con-fusing science via text. An edited 

version of our conversation follows.

Amanda

Your lab just made a breakthrough.  

Can you tell me about it in emojis?

Happy to chat — thank you!

A fusion reaction releases  

nearly four million times more 

energy per reaction than burning 

fossil fuels, like coal or natural  

gas. And it doesn’t make 

greenhouse gas pollution        . This  

means it’s better for the                    .

At my lab, we use the world’s 

biggest laser, because fusing 

atoms requires a lot of      . 

       repel each other, the same 

way some        do. We have to  

put a lot of        into a group  

of         to help them get close 

enough to fuse. When we get 

them close enough, they slam 

together, like an explosion      .       

       Yes! 

For the first time ever, we made 

more energy with fusion than  

what we put in with the laser. 

This is proof that fusion in the 

laboratory is possible.

Yeah, gonna need you to break 

that       for me. Let’s start here: 

What is fusion and why are 

people trying to do it?

Why is that better than how  

we make energy now?

Is it called fusion because  

you’re FUSING, or joining, two 

atoms together?

Heather

Amazingly, the        makes all  

of its energy using fusion.  

We have been working on fusion  

as a way to make energy on 

       for decades. 

The heavier         that are produced 

are really fast, and they give 

some of their      to the other  

       , causing more      . At some 

point, we have enough       that it 

makes more      than what we put 

into the       with our giant laser.

Not quite yet. We still have a lot 

to learn and a lot of technology 

to develop before fusion will 

be a practical source of energy. 

Some scientists think it will be 10 

years. Others say 50. There will 

be lots of work to do and we hope 

our recent success inspires more 

people to get into our field       .

This is what’s happening all 

the time in the      ?

Does this mean we can make  

all the energy we want now? 

With no pollution?

Awesome. Thanks so much.

Atoms                   are the tiny 

building blocks that make up  

the       around us. Fusion is a 

reaction that happens between 

atoms that creates a heavier        

and extra      energy      .  

We study fusion so that we can 

learn about        and find  

new ways to make energy       . 

So how do you do it?

What was the big result of 

your experiment?
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Eruption: Bruce Omori/EPA, via Shutterstock

Fountains of lava at Mauna Loa, a volcano on the Big Island of Hawaii, in November. The eruption was the volcano’s first in 38 years and lasted 17 days.

AVE YOU EVER seen a mountain 
breathe? When a volcano is going to 
erupt, molten rock (or magma) inside the 
earth pushes up. Cracks creep through 
the ground, and pressure builds. The 
volcano bulges. Then it releases a big, 
whooshing breath. The volcano erupts, 

and sends molten rock up to the earth’s surface.
That’s what happened in November, when the Mauna 

Loa volcano erupted on the Big Island of Hawaii. It’s the 
largest active volcano in the world, and this was the first 
time it had erupted in 38 years. But the explosion wasn’t 
scary. Mauna Loa is a shield volcano, a type that usually 
spews out lava little by little. ‘‘The mountain was glowing 
red,’’ says Hikiola Kanahele, 12, who lives on the Big Island. 
(Turn the page to learn how a shield volcano works.)

Strong earthquakes deep in the ground began late 
at night on Nov. 27. They acted as a warning sign that 
red-orange lava would soon start flowing. As the tremors 
moved up to the earth’s surface, alerts went out to the 
people who lived nearby. If the lava flowed one way, it 
could have blocked the roads and bubbled into nearby 
towns. Luckily, it flowed the other way, into a part of the 
island where no one lived, and no one was hurt.

The volcano continued to slowly erupt for about two 
weeks. There was no danger, so locals, visitors and sci-
entists were excited. Yes, excited! ‘‘Any time a volcano 
erupts, it’s just a chance for us to learn more about vol-
canoes,’’ says Wendy Stovall, a scientist. Volcanologists 
like Stovall can sample lava, which might contain clues 
about where it came from. They also use instruments 
to map the underground plumbing system that magma 

moves through inside the mountain. It’s a lot easier to 
track what’s going on inside a volcano while it’s erupting, 
so this was a big opportunity.

For everyone else, it was a chance to . . . see fountains 
of lava oozing from the top of the mountain! Hikiola says 
that for those few weeks, the roads were really crowded. 
So many people wanted to see what was going on. He 
did, too, so his mom drove him and his sister to the site. 

When they arrived, his family chanted to Pele, the 
Hawaiian goddess of volcanoes, and watched the mol-
ten rock under a dark sky. Later, Hikiola learned about 
the volcano in science class. But it was much cooler to 
see it in person. ‘‘You get to experience it,’’ he says. He 
was one of a lucky few: The volcano stopped erupting 
on Dec. 13, and scientists have no idea when it will 
come alive again. ◊

BY OLIVER WHANG

WHEN THE WORLD’S LARGEST

H

BY RACHEL CHANG ·  ILLUSTRATION BY PAUL BLOW

MY EXPLOSIVE 

NEIGHBOR

LIVING NEAR an active  

volcano might sound intense, 

but there are actually about 

1,350 of them across the 

world. That means thousands 

of people live in their shadows, 

whether in Italy, the Democratic 

Republic of Congo, Guatemala 

or New Zealand. In the United 

States alone, there are 161  

of them. Yes, eruptions can  

be exciting, and dangerous.  

But the day-to-day is just 

normal, the four kids below say.

Name: SAM AND  
ALAN WREN
Age: 7  AND 11

Location: PORTLAND, ORE.

On a clear day, the Wren 

brothers can see three 

volcanoes from their house: 

Mount Hood, Mount Adams 

and Mount St. Helens. ‘‘In 

books, volcanoes always feel  

scary, blasting hot, red lava,’’ 

says Sam, 7. ‘‘But in real life, 

not all volcanoes look like that.’’  

You could call Sam an expert  

in what volcanoes look like up  

close. His family hiked to  

the top of Mount St. Helens in 

September. ‘‘I could hear it  

rumbling beneath my feet,’’ 

says his brother Alan, 11. There 

wasn’t any visible lava, but they 

did see smoke at the crater rim. 

Alan says it smelled kind of like 

rotten eggs. The family keeps a 

backpack filled with supplies in 

their car, in case of an eruption 

or other emergency. But since 

none of the volcanoes have 

blown since 2008, they have 

mostly been a source of fun 

hikes and cool science lessons.

Name: YUNA 
FUKUSHIMA
Age: 10
Location: SAKURAJIMA 

ISLAND, JAPAN

Living near the peak of the 

Sakurajima volcano can  

be ‘‘nerve-racking,’’ says Yuna,  

10. ‘‘I have an image of this 

volcano being made up from 

underground magma,’’  

she says. ‘‘A lot of gas builds 

up over time, and then it 

explodes.’’ That’s exactly what 

happened last summer, when 

there was a major eruption. 

The volcano continues to be 

very active, and Yuna has to 

be careful not to get ash in her 

eyes most days. Her family 

also has to regularly clean up 

residue left behind. But Yuna 

says the active volcano is no 

big deal. Everyone is trained 

in what to do if and when it 

erupts again, including putting 

on a helmet to protect from 

falling debris. ‘‘We also check 

information about where to 

evacuate to,’’ she says. ‘‘We’re 

prepared to protect ourselves 

in case of an emergency.’’

Name: JÓN GÍSLI 
EGGERTSSON
Age: 10
Location: GRINDAVÍK , 

ICELAND

Jón Gísli is no stranger to  

volcanic activity. The 

Fagradalsfjall volcano, which 

is about five miles from his 

house, erupted in both 2021 

and 2022. ‘‘At the beginning of 

2020, a swarm of earthquakes 

rocked my hometown,’’ Jón 

Gísli says. ‘‘At that point, 

geologists told us a volcano 

nearby might erupt.’’ When 

it finally happened in March 

2021, he walked down his 

street with his dad and ‘‘saw 

red and pink beams of lights  

in the sky far away,’’ which were 

from the glow of the lava.  

Jón Gísli was actually happy, 

because the eruption meant 

the end of the quakes. These 

days, he says that he and 

his friends talk about the 

volcanoes, but ‘‘I can’t say  

I’m thinking about it every  

day.’’ There are good parts of 

living near Fagradalsfjall too: 

For one, his town can run  

on geothermal energy, which  

uses heat from the ground  

to create electricity and to 

heat and cool houses. ◊

VOLCANO ERUPTS
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THE GUSHING, GASSY, FIERY

JOURNEY OF LAVA
BY KEVIN DUPZYK

One of the most famous volcanic eruptions happened back in A.D. 79. Mount Vesuvius, which still exists in Italy, exploded and the nearby town of  

Pompeii vanished under lava and ash. The story was later written down by a historian called Pliny the Younger, in about A.D. 100. Some experts say those writings, nearly 2,000  

years ago, were the first studies in volcanology. But it wasn’t until recently that scientists got the ability to study volcanoes from the inside out, thanks to technology.  

We’re only just beginning to understand how they work. ‘‘There’s still just so much to discover, questions we don’t even know to ask yet,’’ says Kendra Lynn, a geologist (someone  

who studies the Earth and the materials it is made of). It’s hard work; volcanologists have to hike up mountains, carry heavy equipment and watch out for belches  

of lava and ash. One of their best tools for learning are shield volcanoes — giant, sloping, mountainlike volcanoes that have calmer eruptions. When a shield volcano like  

Mauna Loa erupts, it gives scientists the opportunity to study lava and active volcanoes up close. 

 
L A Z E

Eventually, lava might flow all 

the way to the ocean. When it 

does, it’s so hot that it instant-

ly turns the water it touches 

into steam. Scientists call the 

steam laze (short for lava haze).

 
L AVA  T U B E S

Once lava leaves the volcano, 

it can behave in lots of differ-

ent ways. Often, it will pour 

down the side of the mountain 

like a stream, and even carve 

a path as it goes, like a river-

bed. As it flows, the top layer 

of lava can cool and form a 

shell, while the inside stays 

molten. Over time, this forms 

lava tubes, where hot lava can 

travel long distances through 

a ‘‘straw’’ of hardened rock.

 
V O G

When a volcano erupts, it 

doesn’t push out just liquid. 

It also releases gases that 

were created in the magma 

on its journey to the surface. 

In a shield-volcano eruption, 

the gas is mostly water vapor. 

But it can also include carbon 

dioxide and even small bits of 

metal. As it drifts around, it 

can become a cloud known as 

vog (short for volcanic smog). 

It’s not safe to breathe in, 

so authorities are careful to 

monitor where it goes.

 
S H A P E

A shield volcano’s mountain is 

formed by lava flowing out of 

the volcanic vent and harden-

ing as it cools. Thin lava can 

travel far before it solidifies, 

so shield volcanoes are usu-

ally huge and wide, and much 

larger than other types. (See 

diagram, bottom right.) All the 

islands of Hawaii were formed 

from layers and layers of 

cooled lava from shield volca-

noes. And they’re still growing.

 
1 .  H O T  S P O T S  A N D 
M A N T L E  P L U M E S

The lava and heat that erupt 

from most shield volcanoes 

start in an area called a hot 

spot. The name tells you exact-

ly what it is: a spot that starts 

deep down in the mantle that 

is extra-hot. The high tem-

peratures at hot spots cause 

some of the rock to rise from 

the mantle to the crust along 

a path called a mantle plume. 

Scientists are still figuring out 

exactly why hot spots exist, 

Lynn says, but they’re all over 

the planet. There’s one under 

Hawaii and another in Iceland, 

and one sits under Yellowstone 

National Park in Wyoming.

A ‘ A

As lava flows out of a volcano 

and cools, it can take on dif-

ferent shapes and textures. 

A‘a (pronounced ah-ah) is cre-

ated by very thick lava that 

becomes broken up as it moves 

down the slope. When it dries, 

it creates jagged and sharp 

fields of rock.

IT STARTS WITH EARTH’S

LAYERS
THE OTHER

VOLCANO

To understand how volcanoes work, let’s look 

at the inside of the earth. Our planet is a sphere 

made of four basic layers, which get hotter the 

closer you get to its center. If you cut the earth 

in half, it would look like a chocolate truffle, 

with different layers of candy in the middle. 

•  T H E  C RU ST is the outer layer. It’s the 

surface where we live, made of brittle rock. 

You can think of it as the hard chocolate on 

the outside of a truffle.

•  THE MANTLE  is the thickest section of 

earth’s layers, and made of rock. It’s actually 

made up of several sublayers, and can be sol-

id or melted in different parts. Think of it as 

thick, chewy caramel.

•  THE OUTER CORE  is made of superhot 

liquid metals. It’s like a layer of smooth filling. 

•  THE INNER CORE is solid metal, and very 

hot. It’s the nut at the center of the chocolate.

 
P A H O E H O E

If lava is of thinner consis-

tency and very hot, it creates 

smooth, beautiful shapes 

called pahoehoe. Jeff Karson, 

a geologist who studies lava, 

says it looks like ‘‘wrinkly ele-

phant skin.’’

There are a few types of volcanoes, but the 

one you’re probably most familiar with is 

the stratovolcano, or composite volcano. 

Stratovolcanoes usually happen where two 

pieces of the earth’s crust smash into each 

other. As one piece is pushed underneath the 

other, parts of it melt into magma and move 

upward. As that magma rises, it melts and 

absorbs material from surrounding rocks, so 

it ends up gloopier than a shield volcano’s 

magma. The thicker magma traps a lot of 

gases, and when it makes it to the surface, 

all those gases try to escape at once in a big, 

booming POP. Strato volcano eruptions result 

in a huge outburst of gas, ash and lava. As 

those leftovers rain down, they pile up and 

give stratovolcanoes their tall, traffic-cone 

shape. The most famous volcanic eruptions 

— the ones you read about in books or see in 

movies — are usually from stratovolcanoes. ◊

 
4 .  E R U P T I O N

How explosive the eruption is 

has to do with how runny or 

gloopy the magma is. Volca-

noes blow up because gases 

become trapped in magma 

underground and then burst 

out as they reach the sur-

face. When magma is thin-

ner, there’s not as much of 

a boom — think of blowing 

bubbles into a glass of water 

versus a smoothie. Shield vol-

canoes’ magma is especially 

thin and soupy. So instead of 

bombs of ash and rock, they 

send up small curtains of lava 

or sometimes just seep out of 

the ground.

 
2 .  M A G M A 
A N D  V O L C A N I C 
P L U M B I N G

When rocks in the mantle 

plume hit the crust, they keep 

moving up, and melt as they 

go. The melted rock is called 

magma. Scientists are still 

studying how magma under a 

volcano moves and where it 

collects. They used to think it 

formed one big pool. But now, 

they think the magma sits in 

flat, pancakelike layers and 

some vertical tubes. They call 

this system volcanic plumb-

ing, because it looks sort of 

like the pipes and tanks that 

take water in and out of a 

house. Magma can actually 

cause earthquakes as it moves 

through the earth. Tracking 

tremors is one way scientists 

are able to alert people that an 

eruption might happen soon.

Science

L AY E R S  O F  
C O O L E D ,  O L D E R 

L AVA

ILLUSTRATION BY CRISTINA SPANÒ

T H I S  

D I AG R A M

TA K E S  P L AC E  

I N  T H E  C RU ST.

I T I S  N OT TO 

S CA L E .

 
3 .  V E N T

As the magma fills the volca-

no from below, what’s already 

inside is pushed toward the 

earth’s surface. The hole it fi-

nally pushes out of is called a 

vent. Once the magma breaks 

out through the crust, it be-

comes known as lava.
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DAY IN THE LIFE

BY EMMA BUBOLA ·  PHOTOGRAPHS BY JULIETTE CASSIDY

WHAT DOES AN AVERAGE DAY LOOK LIKE FOR MATTHEW PORTER?

WHEN YOU THINK of Britain, you probably imagine something very similar to here. And you’re not wrong: British people speak English,  

wear similar styles of clothes and watch a lot of the same movies and TV shows that we do in the United States. But there are some notable differences between our  

two cultures — and not just in the accents. To find out more, we spent the day with Matthew Porter, 12, who lives with his parents and his sister  

Libby, 14, in Welwyn Garden City, England (which is a part of Britain, along with Scotland, Northern Ireland and Wales). ‘‘What I like about England is that  

it’s a very sporty country,’’ Matthew says. This is a day in his life: Jan. 10, 2023.

A 7TH GRADER  
IN ENGLAND

6:30 A.M.

MATTHEW WAKES UP and heads 

down to the kitchen. He sits at  

the counter and helps himself to some 

muesli (a dish made with oats that’s 

similar to granola). He sometimes  

eats porridge instead. After a shower, 

he changes into his school uniform:  

a black jacket with the school’s crest 

and trousers (the word they use in 

England for pants), a striped tie and 

white shirt. Almost all kids in England 

have to wear uniforms to school. 

7:30 

HE WALKS about 10 minutes to a train, 

rides a few stops and gets off at Potters 

Bar station, closer to London. When  

it’s sunny, Matthew walks from the train 

station to school. But sometimes,  

when it’s rainy (as it often is), he hops  

on a red double-decker bus. 

8:45 

THE SCHOOL DAY starts with a class  

called form, where students do  

activities before the actual school starts. 

On Monday, his class learned how  

to juggle. Today they read books they 

brought from home. Matthew reads 

‘‘The Cardturner,’’ by Louis Sachar. 

When their teacher arrives, they discuss 

the school’s ‘‘house points.’’ At many 

schools in England, students are divided 

into groups called houses (as in ‘‘Harry 

Potter’’). Students can earn points  

for their house by being kind or helping 

out. Whichever house has the most 

points at the end of year wins a trophy 

and an afternoon off. Matthew’s  

house is called Isledon. He’s in Year 8, 

which is the same as the seventh grade  

in the United States.

9:10 

IT'S TIME for class. Today their 

‘‘maths’’ lesson is about circles, and the  

teacher has asked each student  

to bring one circular object from home 

to measure it. Matthew brought a  

glue stick. Following maths, it’s time  

for French, and then history.

 

12:35 P.M.

AT LUNCHTIME, Matthew heads  

to the school ‘‘canteen.’’ In the corner, 

there’s a statue of Dame Alice  

Owen, the woman who founded the 

school more than 400 years ago. 

(‘‘Dame’’ is a special title given  

by the monarch to a woman, usually  

for good deeds). Hanging on the  

walls are painted portraits of many  

of the school’s old headmasters,  

or principals. Matthew is pescatarian, 

meaning that he eats fish and other 

seafood, but no other meat. He  

wanted to stop eating fish too, but ‘‘I 

missed fish and chips too much.’’  

(Fish and chips is an extremely popular 

dish in England. It’s a fried piece  

of fish served with French fries, which 

British people call chips. And it’s 

Matthew’s favorite food!) Today he’s 

having pizza and salad. He pays using 

his thumbprint, a new system his  

school started using so kids wouldn’t 

lose their meal cards anymore. Lunch 

costs about three pounds, which is 

about $3.70 in American money.

12:50 

MATTHEW GOES to choir practice  

for the rest of the break. He loves  

to sing. On Sundays, he wakes up early 

to go to practice for his church choir. 

‘‘Make it swing,’’ the church choirmaster 

told them earlier this week. ‘‘As if you 

are having tea with the queen!’’ He tries 

to bring the same enthusiasm to his 

school ensemble.

1:40 

AFTER LUNCH he heads to product-

design class, where he finishes building 

a bird feeder. To make it, he had to 

learn to use a fret saw, a belt sander 

and a hole saw. His is shaped like an 

apple, and he painted it red.

 

2:45 

THE LAST CLASS of the day is P.E., 

where his class plays ‘‘football’’ (the 

word British people use for soccer).  

Even though it’s really popular in 

England, Matthew doesn’t like football 

very much. He much prefers cricket, 

a sport similar to baseball in which 

players hit a ball with a short, flat bat. 

He has played since he was 6; his father  

and grandfather also played. It’s  

a very polite sport, he says, and unlike 

soccer, players never argue with  

the officials. He is quite a good bowler  

(or pitcher), and sometimes he is  

picked as first bowler at a game,  

which can be ‘‘quite nerve-racking,’’  

he says. But it’s very fun. ‘‘It’s a game  

for everyone.’’ 

 

3:45 

AFTER SCHOOL, Matthew’s father 

picks him up and takes him to fencing. 

He and his classmates put on white 

jackets and masks, which let them 

attack one another without getting  

hurt. When it’s time to start, his coach 

shouts, ‘‘En garde, ready, fence!’’ 

Matthew says he’s the worst fighter  

of the group at the moment, because 

he just started learning. But in today’s 

match, he wins. 

6:30 

A QUICK STOP home for a dinner of 

bean burgers. Then he changes into his  

uniform for Scouts: a green shirt and 

pants set with patches on the left arm. 

His dad drives him about five minutes  

to the Scouts hut, which is at the edge  

of the woods. 

7:30 

WHEN IT’S NOT raining, the scouts 

spend their time in the forest. Today 

they’re indoors. Each meeting starts  

with saluting the British flag. Depending 

on the time of year, they learn different 

activities and skills. Today they’re 

creating a stop-motion video, in which 

they pose, move and photograph  

Play-Doh figurines to make a movie. 

9:00 

NORMALLY Matthew would have 

homework. But tonight he’s free, and 

heads straight to bed. At the moment, 

he’s sharing his room with Libby while 

she redecorates hers. She’s bunking  

on a mattress on the floor. It’s all right, 

but he can’t wait to have his own  

space back — to hang out, build Legos 

and make stop-motion animations. ◊

Matthew Porter at cricket practice in a suburb outside of London, England. The photos on this page were taken during the second week of January.



FEELING FIRED UP about volcanoes? 

Even if you don’t live near one (or have 

the money to visit), you can still expe-

rience real-life lava — made of choco-

late, that is. These delicious cakes have 

a molten chocolate center and should 

be eaten right out of the oven. Cut them 

open and watch them ooze. Maybe onto 

nearby ice-cream hills?

CHOCOLATE LAVA 

CAKES

TIME: 25 minutes

4 tablespoons unsalted butter,  

cut into cubes, plus  

more for the muffin tin

4 tablespoons granulated sugar,  

plus more for the muffin tin

4 ounces (about ½ cup) of bittersweet 

or semisweet chocolate, chopped

2 eggs

¾ teaspoon vanilla extract

¼ teaspoon kosher salt

3 tablespoons all-purpose flour

  Confectioners’ sugar

1. HEAT THE OVEN to 425. Butter 4 cups 

of a standard 12-cup muffin pan. Dust the 

buttered cups with granulated sugar.

2. PUT THE CHOCOLATE and butter 

in a heat-safe bowl and microwave in 

30-second blasts, stirring in between, 

until the chocolate is melted and smooth, 

about 1 minute. Set the bowl aside until 

cooled slightly.

3. IN A MEDIUM BOWL, combine the 

sugar, eggs, vanilla and salt. Whisk vig-

orously until the mixture is thick, foamy 

and lighter in color, about 2 minutes. 

Then add the flour, and whisk it in until 

everything is smooth.

4. USING A SPATULA, add the choco-

late to the egg mixture, and stir gently 

until no streaks remain.

5. DIVIDE THE MIXTURE into the 4 

buttered muffin cups. Bake for 8-10 

minutes or until the edges are set and 

puffed, but the center is still soft when 

lightly pressed.

6. LET THE CAKES cool for 2 minutes. 

Sprinkle the tops with confectioners’ sug-

ar. (This will help keep them from sticking 

to the sheet pan once you flip them out.) 

Use a butter knife to loosen the edges of 

the cakes. Place a sheet pan over the muf-

fin tin, and wearing oven mitts, hold the 

muffin tin and sheet pan together, then 

slowly flip the warm cakes onto the pan. 

Use an oven mitt to remove the muffin pan. 

7. USING A SPATULA, gently transfer 

each cake to serving plates, dust with 

confectioners’ sugar and serve with ice 

cream or whipped cream. When you dig 

in, the hot, melty chocolate inside will 

ooze out. Yum!

TIPS:

-> Use bar chocolate for this recipe, not 

chips. Chocolate chips contain ingredi-

ents that will make them less gooey!

-> Serve these cakes immediately to en-

joy the molten lava center!

-> Gluten-free? You can swap the regular 

flour for almond flour.

YIELD: 4 cakes.

RECIPE BY YOSSY AREFI AND MARGAUX LASKEY 

PHOTOGRAPH BY BOBBY DOHERTY • STYLING BY JODI LEVINE

MAKE MINIVOLCANOES WITH

CHOCOLATE LAVA

MAKE YOUR  

CAKES LOOK LIKE  

VOLCANOES

Add cotton-candy  

smoke and place cakes on a bed  

of candy pebbles. 

For the lava, ask a parent to  

help you warm some hard candies in 

the oven, then stretch them.

Top the whole thing with  

some green matcha powder to make  

it look mossy.
-> -> ->
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BY JESSE COLLINS

UP AGAINST

HALFWAY THROUGH my football sea-

son this fall, I walked into the locker room 

and saw one of my coaches holding a pair 

of scissors. He was cutting foam thigh 

pads into circles. ‘‘I’m making knee-

pads,’’ he said. 

Why was he doing that? My team didn’t 

have enough of them, and that wasn’t the 

only thing we didn’t have. We were also 

short on helmets and other pads. It wasn’t 

that our coaches couldn’t buy them; they 

were just nowhere to be found because 

of problems in the ‘‘global supply chain.’’ 

The supply chain is the factories and 

shipping companies that make and move 

stuff around the world. And since the 

beginning of the pandemic, it has been 

messed up. Off the football field, people 

had a hard time getting computer chips, 

car parts and PS5s. For my school, in the 

suburbs of San Francisco, it meant we 

lacked sports equipment.

The equipment we use to protect our-

selves comes from all over the world. Our 

shoulder pads, kneepads and thigh pads 

are mostly made in China. A lot of the cloth 

for jerseys and pants comes from Hondu-

ras, Mexico, China and Vietnam. Problems 

with workers or materials in another coun-

try meant we didn’t have all the equipment 

we’re used to this season.

Our coaches had to get creative — like 

cutting our own kneepads and, for some 

of my teammates, sharing hip, thigh, and 

tailbone pads. And it wasn’t just us: We 

played teams with mismatched helmets 

because they couldn’t find new ones. (One 

shipment of helmets for our team arrived 

toward the end of the season — two years 

after we ordered them.)

Our head coach said it was definitely 

the worst time he’s had getting gear. On 

the bright side, the shortages did teach us 

all to reuse stuff and to be happy with what 

we have. And there was something bigger 

to worry about — the season. But that part 

turned out just fine: We finished with an 

undefeated record. ◊

BY CHARLEY LOCKE ·  PHOTOGRAPH BY DAVID FRIETZ

Collins: Illustration by QuickHoney

Landers Gaydosh, 13, scaling a frozen waterfall in Utah’s Provo Canyon. Next month, he’ll compete at the world youth ice-climbing championships in Finland.

ICTURE THIS: You’re 

standing at the bottom 

of a frigid canyon, star-

ing up at a frozen water-

fall towering above you. 

In your hands is a pair of 

long-handled hammers 

with sharp blades, and on 

your feet are some seriously spiky boots. 

Ready? Start climbing.

Welcome to the extreme sport of ice 

climbing. You can think of it as kind of like 

rock climbing, only a lot colder and a lot 

more slippery. It might sound terrifying, 

but there’s a whole community of kids 

around the world whose idea of a great 

time is scaling the face of a frozen cliff. 

(Don’t worry, it’s not as dangerous as it 

sounds. They wear helmets and harnesses 

to keep them from falling.) 

Next month, some of the best of them 

will head to the world youth championships 

in Oulu, Finland. There, one by one, they’ll 

scramble up 72-foot-tall towers in two dif-

ferent types of competitions: speed (who 

can reach the top of a wall of ice the fast-

est), and lead (who can climb the highest on 

a difficult course made of plywood). Meet 

three of the competitors. 

THE DEFENDING CHAMP: 

LANDERS GAYDOSH, 13, Salt Lake City

Landers has been rock climbing ever since he 

was a toddler. But he first tried ice climbing 

in 2021, when an ice-climbing gym opened 

near his home. (Since enormous walls of ice 

aren’t easy to come by, ice-climbing gyms 

have special walls made of plywood and 

other materials that mimic the experience.) 

He was instantly hooked. ‘‘I really like the 

feeling,’’ Landers says. ‘‘You’re not relying 

on anyone else, only on yourself. Which is 

pretty cool.’’ Within just a few months, he 

had the skills to head to the 2022 world 

youth championships in Switzerland. ‘‘My 

goal was just not to get last,’’ Landers says. 

He ended up winning first place in his divi-

sion in the lead competition — and hopes 

to do the same at this year’s tournament.

THE RETURNING COMPETITOR: 

LUMI PELLIKKA, 13, Helsinki, Finland

Is ice climbing scary or exciting? For Lumi, 

who won fifth place in her division in both 

the speed and lead competitions at last 

year’s championships, it’s all part of the 

same rush. ‘‘It can be very scary,’’ she says. 

But ‘‘when I’m climbing on a high rock of ice, 

I feel so strong and so brave, it gives me 

the feeling that I’m a superhero.’’ This year, 

she’s excited to meet competitors from oth-

er countries. ‘‘My favorite moment is after 

my turn, when we can all talk together,’’ she 

says. ‘‘All the nerves are gone.’’

THE FIRST-TIMER:  

NILS DOLF, 12, Almens, Switzerland

In the small village where Nils lives, near 

the Swiss Alps, ice climbing is just a nor-

mal thing to do. His father and two of his 

siblings climb, and every winter Nils and 

his friends in the local alpine club make a 

handful of trips out to the nearby mountains 

to scale icy canyons. He has been climbing 

since he was 9, but this will be his first year 

going to the youth championships. And it’ll 

be his first time competing outdoors — his 

ideal setting. ‘‘My favorite part is to go ice 

climbing outside,’’ Nils says. ‘‘There’s a lot 

of adventure around it.’’ ◊

FOOTBALL EQUIPMENT?
BY HARRISON FULLER,  AGE 15  ·  ILLUSTRATION BY LUCI GUTIÉRREZ

WHERE’S ALL OUR

A WALL OF ICE

WHEN I WAS in high school, a friend 
of mine started a radio show at school. 
He played it over the speaker system, 
mixing music with announcements. 
When he graduated, he passed it on 
to me. It was a lot of fun, and it made 
me want to be in entertainment. After 
I graduated, I went to community 
college, and got an internship at a radio 
station. It led to my own radio show, 
and I worked in radio for a few years.

After a while, I moved to Los Angeles. 
A friend of mine was an actor on a TV 
show, and he persuaded them to give 
me a shot as a writer. One of the show’s 
creators asked me to add jokes to a 
sample script. Next thing I knew, I was 
hired. I’d think about funny things in  
my life and how I could make those 
stories work for the show’s characters. 

A few years later, I was asked to 
write for the first awards show for Black 
Entertainment Television. Instead, I  
asked to be a producer. Producers are  
hired to make decisions — about  
who should host, which musicians will 
perform, even where a story line might 
go. You help manage money and stand 
up for your vision when the network 
has questions. It worked out: I’ve been 
producing for 20 years, including for 
the Grammys and the Golden Globes.

Then, in 2020, I got a call asking if I 
would produce the Super Bowl halftime 
show for the Weeknd. It’s the biggest  
12 minutes on television in the world. I 
was jumping up and down, excited.  
And then two seconds later, it was like, 
OK, there is a lot of responsibility here. 

As executive producer, I work with 
the musicians and their team, set 
designers, backup dancers and more 
to make sure that everything comes 
together. Last year, Dr. Dre wanted the 
set to look like a street in Compton,  
a neighborhood in Los Angeles, so we  
worked with him and his team to 
include the right landmarks and to get 
the clothes right. We put the whole 
thing together in about five months.

This year will be my third Super Bowl. 
I can’t say much about it, but Rihanna  
is going to be amazing. It’s going to be  
like no show anyone has seen before. 
Interview by Elise CraigP

TINY STORY

208
The number  

of people  
in the United 

States who 
watched last 

year’s Super Bowl, 
according  

to Nielsen, a 
company  

that measures  
audience size. 

That’s  
nearly two out  

of every  
three people!  

This year’s,  
on Feb. 12, is 

expected  
to be just as big  

a hit.

MILLION

HOW I BECAME AN



Opinion

SUNDAY, JANUARY 29, 2023
11

MINIPUZZLES  

PAGE 2

L I D

O P E N

W A V E S

D I M E

L O T

C L I P

R A C E

B A C O N

O V E N

B E D S

S L A S H

P E S T O

O T T E R

T I R E S

S T O R E

EASY MEDIUM HARD
SOLUTIONS

T H E  E N D

EDITH  
COTO, 9 

We need more nurses in the 

world. My mom used to be a 

nurse, and I know how much 

she helped people. Nurses 

make people feel better by 

giving them medicine and 

supporting them. There are 

kids who have cancer and need 

somebody to help them battle 

it. If we had more nurses, they 

would have more support.

JUSTIN GONZALEZ  
LOPEZ, 10

More kids should be interested 

in engineering. I know that at 

first it sounds boring. But en-

gineering isn’t just about one 

thing, and there are lots of dif-

ferent types of engineers, like 

aerospace engineers who work 

on planes, spaceships and 

other aircraft. If more people 

knew engineering, the world 

would be more advanced.

LANDEN  
GRAY, 9 

Parents should let kids play 

more video games, because 

they could end up earning mon-

ey. I’m going to be a YouTuber 

when I grow up so I can play 

games and make money. Par-

ents didn’t have these games 

when they were growing up, so 

they don’t understand. But if 

they don’t let us play, we won’t 

be able to practice. 

LILY  
HARTLEY, 10

Some people say that big dogs 

like pit bulls and hounds are 

aggressive. But I know that 

most aren’t. I have eight dogs 

at home, including a pit bull 

and a hound-bulldog mix, and 

whenever I come home they 

cuddle me and lick my face. 

Almost all the big dogs I’ve met 

are very nice, playful and obe-

dient, and are great listeners.

MICKEY  
KEBEDE, 10

Russia should stop the war 

with Ukraine. Russia already 

has a lot of land and resources 

— why would they attack 

Ukraine? It just seems unfair. 

I’ve seen news about the war, 

and it makes me feel bad for 

the people there. We’re all here 

having a great life, and people 

in Ukraine just want to have a 

regular life, too.

FOR THIS ISSUE of The New York Times for Kids, we did a virtual visit  

with students who have in-person classes in Baltimore. My colleague 

Lara Sorokanich and I talked to the students over video chat about the  

difference between a reported article and an opinion. Then we asked 

them to write their own opinions. They wrote about all kinds of subjects,  

including meteor showers, the war in Ukraine and why engineering is 

cooler than it sounds. Here are short excerpts. Molly Bennet

EMILY  
RIVERA, 10

In my opinion, more people 

should watch the show ‘‘The 

Loud House.’’ The characters 

on the show are confident and 

act like their true selves, and 

that helps you be more confi-

dent, too. 

MOHAMED  
AMMAR, 9

There should be a law about 

being kinder. I see people be-

ing rude to each other all the 

time. It makes me feel bad. If 

people were kinder, everybody 

would be happier and it would 

make school more fun.

ASHLEY  
RIVERA, 10

Stop giving homework to old-

er students. They get so much 

homework that they have to 

stay up late to finish it, and 

then they’re tired during class. 

My sister stays up until 2 a.m. 

to finish it all, and then she has 

to wake up at 5 a.m. to get to 

school. If I had that much work, 

I would feel overwhelmed. 

GIOVANNI  
GARCIA-DAVIS, 10

Don’t you wish there were a 

meteor shower every year that 

everyone could watch? I’ve al-

ways wanted to see one, but 

I’ve never been able to. NASA 

should come up with a way to 

make a meteor shower happen 

every year on July 4. It’ll look 

cool at night with the fire-

works. I’d call it Meteor-works! 

JOSEPH  
LINDSAY, 9

In my opinion, every dog own-

er should let their dog sleep 

with them in their bed. My 

dog sleeps in my bed every 

night. I love to spend that time 

with him because my sister is 

always with him during the 

day. And if anything happens 

during the night, your dog will 

bark and keep you safe.

JULIAN  
CAMPOS, 9

Nobody should have to go to 

work on Christmas. Some peo-

ple have the day off already, 

but people like pizza workers 

have to work. They don’t have 

enough time with their family, 

and are too tired to hang out 

when they get home. People 

need to spend time with their 

family on Christmas.

NATHAN  
LENGRAND, 10

Stop raising prices! I know 

that the gas stations have 

raised prices a lot, and the 

price of food has gone up, too. 

Stores should not be allowed 

to raise the prices of their 

products. When the prices go 

up, people have less money 

for other important things like 

bills and houses.

HEIDY  
CUBIAS-ZAVALA, 9

Hello Kitty is not just for girls, 

or for little kids. It’s for every-

one. It teaches you real life 

lessons, like how to be a nice 

friend to others. My favorite 

character is My Melody, be-

cause she is nice and caring 

and sweet. 

SEBASTIAN  
MARTINEZ-RODRIGUEZ, 10

Parents should have more 

days off from work so they 

can spend time with their 

kids, rest and relax. For my 

winter break I had 10 days 

off, but my dad only had two. 

I barely got to spend any time 

with him!

WILLY  
VASQUEZ-ORELLONA, 9

Let’s make electric cars cheap-

er so that more people can buy 

them. Gasoline cars make the 

air dirtier and can make people 

sick. Electric cars are better for 

the environment. And they’re 

better for trees, which also 

make our air cleaner.

ISABELLA  
WALTERS, 10

Animal shelters should stop 

killing dogs that aren’t adopt-

ed. Some shelters only give 

dogs a certain amount of time, 

and it’s unfair. What if some-

one was looking for the dog 

they wanted, but it was killed 

before they could meet it?

CHRISTIAN  
DE  LA  CRUZ,  9

Let’s add an extra week to 

summer break. Kids would 

be able to play outside more, 

which is important because the 

sun gives you vitamin D. We 

could still take some classes 

that week, so that we can keep 

learning and also be reminded 

of what we learned last year. 

JOSH  
FIGUEROA, 9

I think we need more class-

rooms. Right now at my school, 

there are too many kids in 

each class. When there are 

too many kids, it is noisy. With 

fewer students in a classroom 

it will be more orderly and eas-

ier for the teacher, and it would 

be easier to listen. 

ZANE  
SANTANA, 10 

I wish NASA would put more 

money into the space pro-

gram. There are so many more 

mysteries in space, like white 

holes, black holes and neutron 

stars. They should also put 

more money into it because 

then we can probably find a 

new planet to live on. 

DARBIN  
BENITEZ-SANCHEZ, 9

People should not have to pay 

taxes, so the money could go to 

other things, like food. We give 

so much money to the govern-

ment, but then there are still 

lots of people who are home-

less. If we are going to pay so 

much money, some of it should 

go to helping them. 

OSMANY GUZMAN  
TORRES, 10

There’s too much traffic! Every 

time my family drives to New 

York, we get there really late 

because of the traffic. By the 

time we arrive, it’s already 

time to go to sleep. People 

should stop driving at really 

busy times, and take airplanes 

or boats instead.

JOEL MENESES  
GUIZARNOTEGUI, 9

People who are being intro-

duced to anime for the first 

time should start with new-

er series like ‘‘Tokyo Ghoul’’ 

and ‘‘Attack on Titan.’’ If they 

start with an older anime like 

‘‘One Piece,’’ they might think 

the animation is bad and that 

anime is overhyped. 

DANNA RODRIGUEZ  
ALMONTE, 10

I think there should be fewer 

cars on the road. Cars pollute 

the world with gas and smoke 

from their engines. Instead 

of driving, people should use 

trains, buses and other trans-

portation. There would be less 

traffic, so we wouldn’t be late 

for a lot of important stuff. 

MATEO  
CASTRO-CONTRERAS, 9

People should not have to pay 

for surgery. It’s not right that if 

you get hurt, you have to pay 

lots of money, ask for help or 

die. Sometimes people have 

to spend their life’s savings 

on surgery. I’m not a boss or 

a C.E.O., but someone should 

figure out how to fix it.

MARILYN  
SALGADO-GARCIA, 9

People shouldn’t be put in jail 

for something they didn’t do. 

When an innocent person is 

arrested, it’s a big deal, be-

cause they could have a fam-

ily that they need to take care 

of. Police should need to have 

more evidence before they 

arrest someone. 

JOSIE BARTON’S  

FOURTH-GRADE CLASS
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GARDENS SCHOOL,  

BALTIMORE
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